Mount Pleasant Studios Present . . . .

HOW DOES ONE set about making a feature film with little equipment, limited
finance and no previous experience? The first thing, [ thought, when I set out on
the venture last Summer Term, was to be absolutely sure of the answers to a few
fundamental questions and to have a written film script on which to base the
filming. So, after much consultation with interested people, I decided that the film
should represent a typical day in the life of the School, be in colour, last about
25 minutes and incorporate a sound track with commentary, music and a few
simple sound effects. I then asked Adrian Jeliffe to write an essay on A Typical
Day on which I could base my ideas for the shots. When this had been done I
disappeared into the library and finally emerged, three days later, tired, ink-
stained but victorious with 30 pages of filming script stored away in my file. Part
of this script looked like this:

No. of Shot Type Description From where  Length

153 Medium People going out of dining Under balcony 12 secs.
room

154 Long Sunny field with loafers Swimming bath 1s secs.
loafing

155 Medium Brighton beach Girls’ changing 10 secs.

room

156 Close-up Legs with trousers rolled up. Brighton beach 8 secs.
Pan to faces

157 Close-up Sabby’s legs. Pan to face Brighton beach 6 secs.

158 Medium Group of people lying on Hockey pitch 12 secs.
field

The whole thing indicated a total time of about 28 minutes with over 250
separate shots, though I realized that | wouldn’t keep to the script exactly.

Finance was the next thing, and I made two fruitless journeys to London to
see if I could purchase film at cut prices on the grounds of the proposed film's
educational value. But in the end, the film, which was the main item of expendi-
ture, had to be bought over the shop counter, after the necessary £20 or so had
been borrowed from various sources. The equipment was also borrowed from
members of the School—the tripod, light meter, tape recorders, projector and
screen. The two powerful lamps used for lighting the interior shots came from
the physics laboratory. So, all in all, the Mount Pleasant Film Company, as it was
known from then on, was founded on very precarious ground.

A date was finally fixed for the shooting to commence, Monday, June r1oth,
and the Sunday evening before that, Peter Bradley, the assistant director, and I
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