
Dear Old Scholar, Friends' School 
SAFFRON WALDEN 

i\ Happy New Year to you and to your family' 

Looking back on the end of 2010 sees the school in a better shape at the end of the decade than at the turn of the century 
Much has been accomplished and numbers, particularly In the senior part of the school, are hea1thy. As you know, much of 
this time has been taken up by the school Ul planning for sIgnificant changes on our beautiful Saffron \XIalden site and I am 
delighted (an also a Little relieved) at last to be able to pass on to you news that wc were granted planning approval for new 
Junior School buildings last October. These will complement the extensive renovation of the Leicester building that took 
place over the summer. /\s you can appreciate, we are looking forward to the fine detail of the relevant contracts being 
tidied up so that work can begin; a sensible estimate is that we will move into our new accommodation ill time for the start 
of the new school year in September 2012 - a mere five terms from now.•\lthough many will mourn the demolition of the 
old 'San' where the infant department is presently located, our pupils and teachers will benefit hugely from new, bnght, allY 
classrooms adjacent to the plaYIng fields and will enjoy having their own school hall instead of a 'charmll1g' but caid Scout 
Hut. 

.\I.ready we are turning our attention to the Mount Pleasant end of the site and discussions are bemg held about our 'next 
steps' which could involve work on our origmal Victorian '1879' building and boarding accomn;lOdation, although the Sixth 
Form Centre, Leammg Support, the art department and the ,ciencl department are all pressing their cases for beillg 
redeveloped. 

.\lthough we are opti.llustic about the future at Friends', we are realistic enough to acknowledge iliat the coming year (at 
least) IS going to be a tough one, as it IS for the majority of the country. :\lready we filld our bursary fund stretched to the 
limit (and, possibly, a bit further) and so it was extremely heartening that at your Old Scholars' .\ssociation _-\Gi\I members 
passed a resolution that ties school and OS!\ even more tightly together. :\ strong and supportive OS[\ IS vital to the school 
and the deCIsion to open membership to all tho~l' \vho artended Fnends' School, not just iliose who paj', IS a wonderful 
recognition of this . 

.\lready plans are being made for next summer's OS.\ reulUon on Friends and Famihe~ Day and J ulie roster, the new US." 
President, IS working hard to ensurc that attendance at the OS.\ Dinner in the e\'ening approaches 100, which \Vould be a 
fabulous achievement. J\Jo doubt you will hear from her 111 due course. 

.\t school, terms fly by ever more quickly and with more and more being packed into them. No sooner have we celebrated 
last year's excellent results than we tum our attention to preparing om next cohort for university application. Sport. musIC 
and drama continue to enrich our lives - we eagerly await om production of 'Romeo and JuLiet' later 111 ilie year having 
enjoyed a most original 'Christmas Words and ~fusic' celebration shortly before the end of the Autumn rerm 111 St ;\lary's 
chmch. On the sporting front our girls 111 particular had a terrific season on the hockey field with some notable scalps 
taken in some exciting fixtures..\$ ever, much is captmed in The Avenlle and I am pleased to enclose the latest edition \\1th 
my letter. 

For those who like to keep up to date with events at school, please visit our newly designed websitc (same address: 
\\,-\'w.friendsorg.uk) which went 'Live' just before Christmas I hope you Like the ~ages a~d the info you fU1d there. 
Remember, use 'links' at the bottom of the front p~ge to get to the OS.\ pages or pick up the link \.-ia the List on the 'Home' 
page. 

The coming year should be a good one for Friends' School; I hope 2011 is equally as successful and enjoyable for you. 

Best wishes, 

Graham Wigley 
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