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Vor,. VIII JULY, r9r7 No. 23.

FOREWORD.

The health of the children last term was exceptionally
good in spite of the very severe weather which continued
throughout the term.

We are sorry to lose Mr. Watts, who has been a student
master for two terms, but has now joined the Friends, War
Victims' Relief workers.

At 
sure oI

meet
with ing her

ve and
respect for her, and for the good work she has done for the
School for so many years.

Owing to a late Spring, we have been able to enjoy more
firlly than usual the beautifuI oxlips which abound in this
part of the country. Severar parties have visited the woods
round about and returned laden with these flowers, which
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have given much pleasure in the class rooms, as well as to

friends far away.

Once again we are looking forward to the Athletic Sports,

which are to take place on Whit Monday. These Sports have

not been held since the year r9r3. A fuller report will be

foundinthisnumber.
Lrr,reu M. WerrPn.

THE HOUSE SYSTEM.

[Contributed by lessie Can, James C' Gibb' Raymond Leefc'

Brenila M atthass, M argaret Passmore)'

AST Term a new system was started in the

School, that of dividing all the boys and girls

up into grouPs or " Houses"'

Each House is given a name, to distinguish

it by, of some person (or family) who has done

good deal for the School in times Past'

Two caPtains are chosen for each House,-a boY and a gtrl;

and it is the aim of the caPtains to help their House forward as

much as theY can' Each House has a colour, and tie and

buttons of this colour are obtained'

The names and colours of the Houses are as follows :

Lister's, green. Godlee's' greY'

Mennell's, orange. Morland's' Pink'

Gibson's, blue. Crosfield's' PurPle'

The idea of this system is to help to make the boys and girls

morekeen on their work and their games ; they try not to get

*(6n
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" Stars " are awarded for improvement and good work
in lessons, for general conduct, gymnastics, games, carpentry,
Iiterary pursuits, music, and many other things in which boys
and girls show themselves to be industrious and ambitious,
as well as persevering. Ten of these Stars make a Point.
The Stars, when received, are handed in to the Heads of the
Houses, and are counted up at the end of the Term to see

which has been the most successful House. Nothing is
awarded except the honour of being the first House in the
School. Points are also gained for bei.ug made a Prefect,
and for any other honour bestowed on a scholar; also for
holding office in various Societies, such as Secretary of a
Literary Society, or a Curator of the Games Club.

Exciting football and hockey tournaments are played, and
points gained by the House which wins. House Sports have

taken the place of Bedroom Sports.
Last term a House Competition in music and recitation was

held, open to anyone who liked to enter. Pianoforte Solos

were played, paxt songs and solos were sung, and poetry
was recited, all of which had been learnt and prepared by the
competitors without help from master or mistress.

The School is also given more freedom, and boys and girls
are allowed to be together more. The Avenue, field and
playgrounds are common to both sides. One other great
improvement is that the Lecture llall is made into a Common
Room, in which we can go and talk or read the books and
magazines that are provided.

The whole idea of the system is to see if the School as a
whole can look after itself ; also to get some of the boys and
girls to work harder, because if they'really care for their
House, they will try harder at their lessons and play, so as to
gain more Stars for it.
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OUR HOUSE SYSTEM.

lExtracts taken from accounts uritten by boys anil girls in thc
Second Form).

Saffron Walden is always trying to make life easier for the
scholars the latest thing is the House system If
we :rre very good at lessons we receive Stars and these we give
into our Captains and at the end of term- we see who has
received the most, last Term Lister's House received the most.

*+*+*+
The House system started last Term, and now I hope it will

continue. One House trys to beat another, so it keeps the
School in order. One way is to be good in the bedroom, and
another way to be in the washroom, another to be good in
class, and not get too many words, try to beat another House
in cricket or football, fives, courts, tennis, and beat another
Housein theHouse Sports, and not to be untidy. That all
helps to score points for your House.

**t*+*
Last Term was my second Term and we started a House

system, it was very nice and if we made an efiet in our lessons

we generaly got a star which is just piece of paper with a star
drawn on it, Iike this

AWARDED TO

FOR

...rgr7 .

when you have receivied the star you give it to the Captin of
your House, if you are a boy you give it to your father and if
you are a girl you give it to your mother, we call the Captins
father and mother Uncle and Aunt and all the other boys and
girls sisters and brothers and cousins.



THE STATESMAN'S SOLILO9UY.

BES.IDE the brook, beneath the willow trees,
upon the grass the famous statesman sank

With flaming red ar
was casting a"; n*'*3r""L1ij;'[],:" 

**'
A slverglobe suspended in the Jky. 

"

. Ald there beneath, the waters danced and leapt
f:d fl.a:heg and splashed and gambolled swiffly by.
The night-birds checked their iapid silent flight

the man below
t moonlight.
ad wandered far away,
ld, except

And presenuy his trroughtl i:La word.s, he spoke :-
" A_h Duty, Duty, hearry are your chains !

You ask for much and offer nothing back ;
You call one from the rest and peaie he loves
Unto the endless turmoil of the World.

37

Our house is not so bad and we like it and it is very deasent
in a way but I do not know much about it but there is one
thing, it has deasent boys in it and it is nice for I like having
to work for it. We are going to do things for it as
hard as we can. (A new boy).

't**t+a
The use of these groups is to keep up the moral standard

of the school and let everybody be as patriotic as possible for
their group. To do good for your group you can gain stars
and points, not exactly for good work but for briliancy and
improvement of standard.
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He comes, and does his work, is cast aside,

Supplanted bY the first adventurer
Wfro *i"t the favour of the fickle crowd'

How bitter is it, DutY, for that man
To waste his thoughi and strength and power and life'

And sacrifice them all to such a god

On such a constant-turning pedestal.

Ah, thankless Duty, hand in hand with fate,

With fickle fate, that, like the mighty sea,

Upheaves and tosses headlong up and down

Like fragile ships our fluctuating lives,

To hurl [h"m ot the rocks, or bring them safe

Upon its rolling billows into Port,
According to its wildest freaks of fancy,
Why do you call to me to fight and strive
And toil and work for this our country's good ?

I am not fitted for that walk of life."

clear,
That echoed down the valley green towards the distant

mere:-

" Oh Duty, onlY worthY aim of life,
That makes a man a man, and lrvrnS, [re,

live !

rld can give
ne.

And, after all, what gains one for oneself

In reading, studY and seclusion,

If he can make no use of these in life I

Oh how much better is Your follower,

Although rejected by the busy world, - .

And wio, from high position downward hr:rled'
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Yet says, as from this land of toil he goes

Unto a well-deserved and lasting peace,
' I go a happy man, for in my life
I've ever played my part in toil and strife
According to the counsels whispered in
My ear by Duty's not uncertain voice.'
Oh, how much better, Duty, is this man
Than he who looks despairing towards his end,
And who in life has ever guided been
By selfish thoughts and wishes of his own,
And never stopped to answer Duty's call;
For such a man has never lived at all,
But by degrees has died, and lost his all."

And so, as o'er the eastern hills
Appeared the morning sun,

The statesman aaswered Duty's call ;

His long night fight was won.
Ed,waril B. Thomas,

FOOTBALL SEASON, rgrLtT.

usual, at the beginning of the season the
remark was made that the team would be

a weak one. All the " colours " had left
and it seemed difrcult to form the nucleus

of a good eleven. However, under the

captaincy of Thompson, the team soon got

together, and before Christmas, the only match lost was against

Bishop's Stortford School, while the Boys' XI. won five

matches including the return against Stortford School. After
Christmas we did not lose a single game, the second XI. in
particular piling up some big scores, notably twenty-three
against the Grammar School second XI. Colours were

awarded to Thompson, Gardner, Phillips, Falkner, Ash, and
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Milne. No first XI. matches were played, owing to the
impossibility of arranging fixtures.

A new feature was introduced this year, as House Tourna-
ments took the place of the usual " pick-up " sides. These
aroused much enthusiasm, and were played on the Lea6ue
system, each House playing every other. Mennell's and
Morland's each secured eight points out of a possible ten, but
the former won on the goal average, thus being the victors
in the first of what we hope will be a long series.

Suuuany or SBasoN.

played. woo. Lost. Drawn. a*."t11"*r.
Boys' XI.
Second X[.
Third XI.

r3
5
I

IO

5
I

I
o
o

26516
o59r
o15o

J. P. Wnrrtow.

HOCKEY SEASON, rst6-t7.

This season has been a very poor one on account of
very few outside matches. The weather has been very-
much against us during the latter half of the season.

The team did not lose many of its members until Christmas,
and then our Captain, Miss Allen, left. In her we lose a
brilliant half-back and we shall feel the loss of her keermess
and splendid coaching for some time to come.

Out of the eight matches arranged for the Christmas term,
only three were played, owing to infection Arqongst ourselves
or the opposing teams. Three matches arranged for the
Easter term were cancelled on account of the very snowy
weather.

Instead of the usual Bedroom tournaments we had House
tournaments. This was an improvement; we were enabled
to have more members in a team and so better giunes followed.
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Fifteen matches were played altogether, Morland's Housewas

victorious.

SuIuIuenv oF THE HousB TounxeuBNts.
Goals.

Pl,ayed. Won. Lost. Drawn. For. Against.
Morland's
Godlee's
Gibson's
Lirter's
Crosfield's
Mennell's

L. M. War.xBn.

AN OUTLINE SURVEY OF
SAFFRON WALDEN AND ITS REGION.

(By Memberc of thc Safron Wal,ilen Suraey Society).

EorrBo sv G. MoRRrs.

Section V.-Tttr. BnoNzB aNn InoN Acns.

HE Bronze and early iron remains discove/ed

in the Walden Region show that swampy
valleys, forested hill tops and open grassy

slopes scattered with thorn scrub, remaind
much as in Neolithic times, with probably

more settled villages, wider clearings under corn, and a

spreading system of track-ways.
Chipped flints remained in use long after the introduction

of metal, and many worked stones from our hill sides, may be

oI bronze or even of iron age date.

There is ilUe evidence of the early phases of the introduction
of Bronze. There are no flat axes. Bronze copies of the
Neolithic stone weapons were brought ovgr by continental
traders to bapter for the Irish gold of the natives, as early as

r8oo 8.c., but an early bronze dagger from Ludsell (S.E. of
. /''"'- "

o
I
2

3

3

4

5
5

5
5
5
5

o
I
2

I
I
o

5
5
8
8

I4
r5

r7
9
5
8
8

7

*

5

3
I
I
I
I



42

the Region) suggests that the early bronze trade spread along
the coast from the Straits of Dover and up the Essex valleys.

On the open country between Newmarket and Royston,
were formerly many low, circular mounds, some of which
were clearly the graves of the later Bronze age invaders-
the Goidels or early Celts, dating from about l,ooo a.c.
A series of their t5pical thick hand-made urns containing the
ashes of the dead were found in Mutlow Hill, a mound on the
crest of the Fleam Dyke, one of the series of long forest-to-fen
earthwork ramparts, which defended the line of the old chalk
escarpment road. The Goidels were the advance guard of the
tall, fair-haired, long-skulled peopl+the Nordic Race of
Northern Europe. They had probably mixed with the dark,
round-headed Alpine race of Central Europe, in their wander-
ings, and arrived in Britain as a tall, red-haired race with
moderately rounded skulls. Their occupation of Southern
Britain was marked by the introduction of cremation, or
burning the dead, and by the lull use of bronze. Their
beautiful leaf-shaped swords have been found at Fulbourne,
and spear heads and socketed axes, or celts, at Sawston and
elsewhere.

Hoards of broken or used bronze celts, spear heads, frag-
ments of sword blades, etc., found at Arkesden and Elmdon,
may have been buried by a bronze founder, who went up into
the forest for fuel, and also to preserve the secret of the art of
bronze casting.

The great torque, or collar of gold, weighing eight pouqds,
found at Great Chesterford in the eighteenth century, may have
been a relic of the trade in Irish gold which continued for
several centuries. Here also a fine food-vessel of wide-
mouthed red pottery was discovered, and. higher up the
valley, small Bronze Age burial urns have been found at
Wendon, dating from about 5oo B.c., when the custom of
raising burial mounds was abandoned, and cinerary urns were
placed in holes in the ground.
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ANTIQUTTTES OF THE BRONZE AND EARLY IRON AOES FOUND
NEAR SAFFRON WALDEN.

Bnoilzr Aor:
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Near the Battle Ditches at Saffron Waldm, traces of
circular huts, of saplings daubed with clay, were accompanied
by fragments of red hand-made pottery. It seems therefore
that between roo and 5oo B.c., and possibly earlier, definite
settlements had arisen on, or very near, the sites of several
existing villages where open pasture land sloped down to
permanent springs, or river. Many of the small, dark-haired,
long-headed stone age natives, whose ancestors had long
before worked up from the Mediterranean region, still
remained in the district.

Mingled with these were the taller, dark, but round-headed
Alpine people, who arrived at the close of the Stone Agu-
about zooo n.c. ; and probably many dark-haired families
living in the North Essex villages are descended from these
pre-historic settlers. Some of the Goidels may have crossed
to the Norfolk coast, and so entered the Walden Region by
the chalk escarpment route from the North-east, while others
may have come from S.W. by the Thames valley. They
subdued the older races without much disturbance, and
remained the dominant class until between 5oo and 7oo 8.c.,
when a second wave of the Nordic people arrived. These were
the Brythons (Britons) tall, fair, Belgic tribesmen. Great
struggles ensued, in which many of the hill-top earthworks,
including possibly Ring Hill and Vandlebury, the local
camps, were thrown up, or strengthened, and not improbably
the more important of the long earthworks which guard the
old escarpment road-the Fleam Dyke and Devil,s Ditch-
date from some phase of the long struggle between Goidel and
Brython.

The new comers used iron weapons, long swords, spears, axes
and swift military chariots, while they wore horned helmets
and belts or body armour of iron. Their long shields, harness
mountings and brooches were decorated with bronze and
enamels.

Their conquest of the island probably led to great local
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changes. The Goidelic tribesmen were driven over the Fens,
leaving many of the dark Mediterranean race clinging to their
ancient settlements, as serfs and cattle tenders. About

4oo B.c. the potter's wheel became known in Britain, and by
the Roman occupation in a.o. 43, the Britons were making
fine, wheel-turned, earthenware vessels of graceful form,
decorated with raised bands or cordons on the sides, and often
supported on a tall pedestal foot.

Cremated bwials in urns of this late Celtic or Early Iron
Age type occur at Wenden, near the older Bronze Age burials,
and at Great Chesterford, where a pan of silver brooches,

dating from about roo B.c. was also found.
At Saffron Walden thin-lobed edged horse shoes of the

small race of British ponies, and part of the bronze strapwork
decoration of a long shield, have been found in the peat under
the Swan Meadows, formerly a swampy pool below the
fordways by which the ancient track, now High Street,
crossed the Slades at Bridge End, and near Abbey Lane.

The plan of the Battle Ditch earthworks at Safiron Walden
is too long to be typically Roman, and may have been made
about the time of Casar's invasions, when the Belgic tribes
took to copying the Roman fortifications.

Many urn burials near the camp of Walbury, south of
Bishop's Stortford, suggests that the direct route from the
Fen basin to the Thames, through the Walden region and
the Stort and Lea Valleys, was used before the Roman times.
The forest stretching through the Eastern Counties to the
Thames must have been crossed by a well-known system of
such tracks, as shown not only by Cesar's description of the
way in which the British chariots harassed his columns, but
also by the circulation of the rude gold coins of the British
tribal kings, which, struck probably at St. Albans, Colchester,
etc., have been found all over the Eastern Counties, including
Saffron Walden, Bartlow, Debden, Widdington, etc., in the
Walden Region.
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Finally, it was in the Early Iron Age that the most ancient
road of the region, the old chalk escarpment route, received

the name it still bears, i.a., the route to the Ikeni, the people

of suffolk and Norfolk 
GuY MAYNARD.

A SON OF DEVON.

fiil LITTLE over one hundred yffIrs ago, the noon-day sun

-a was shining down upon the blue rippling waters of
Morthoe Bay. Round the Head, steering clear of the bobbing
life-buoy which marks Mort Rock, on which so many gallant
men of Devon have lost their lives, came a little fishing boat-
all sails spread to catch any breath of wind which might be

stirring over the almost lake-like surface of the sea. Deftly
she made her way among the huge black rocks, and finally
ground onto the pebbles of the beach. A man, grizzled and

tanned bylong years of contact with the sea in all its moods,

clambered over the side and pulled the boat as far out of the
water as he was able.

A boy, perhaps fourteen or so, jumped out after him.
Together they unloaded the boat and filled a large basket

with the slippery, glittering fish. Then they climbed the
cliff path and made their way up to the village of Morthoe,
which is built upon the hill above the sea. On either side of
the one and only street, the white-washed cottages with
their red roofs emitted from their chimneys wreaths of blue
smoke which curled lazily upwards, making the only clouds

visible in the otherwise cloudless sky.
Morthoe boasted of no shops at all, and the people had to

journey to Woolacombe, a small town two miles away, if they
wished to procure any small things ; but if anythiug large was

needed they had to catch the coach, which journeyed past
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once every week, into Ilfracombe, which was then an

standing excitedly in the middle of the road discussing some

seemingly imPortant matter.

As the man and boy toiled up the hill, the sun beat down

pitilessly upon their heads, and the rough stones' which

in his eyes showed what excitement he was feeling' " He

rode in alone this morning, and, as he came through' said

that you were to go up to the Hall as soon as you got back"'

This wasfrom a tall, thin woman, whose strong vocal organs

made her able to make herself heard above the babel of

voices.
Several surmises as to the reason for the Squire's sudden

appearance were lost upon John, who hurried up to his home-

the last white-washed cottage of the village-and not long after

reappeared, looking supremely uncomfortable in his holiday

clothes. Without taking any notice of the gossiping women'

who endeavoured to ascertain whether he had any previous

the foot of the stone steps leading up to the house' the house
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itself, low and rambling, with the crimson cruster-roses rioting
right up to the latticed bedroom windows, with here and there
a little spray of fast-fading jasmine, seemed to have no effect
upon John. He was thinking, in his slow way, of the last
time he saw the squire, nearly ten years ago, when he was
scarcely more than a boy-a boy who had spent many days
fishing and rowing in the boat with John, and who had
listened to the stories of the rough old seaman as though
listening to one of the greatest sages in the Kingdom. He
had been sent to the court of George III. and since then had
never returned to his home, which for half the year, was vacant
when the old lady, his mother, went to live in London, in order
that she might be near her only son.

John, waiting on the terrace, heard steps behind him, and
turning, saw a young man, clean-shaven and tall, dressed
immaculately with white rufles at his throat and wrists, his
hair dark and waving, his face almost effeminate in its beauty,
but having the high broad forehead of a scholar. For a
moment they looked at each other, each noticing what differ_
ence ten years had made, and then they clasped hands_the
small white hand of the courtier almost lost in the horny hand
of the man of toil.

" John," he said, " you have always been a true friend to
me. Can you help me to leave England to-night ? Because

France, where I shall join an exped,ition to Virginia ? 
,,

John nodded his head, but though his eyes spoke volumes,
he only said, " Yes, Sir,', while he nervously twisted his hat
in his hands. " Then will you be readyforme atnineo,clock ? 

,,

The man nodded, and, perhaps afraid. that he might betray
his emotion, turned and strode rapidly down the ga.den ani
through the gate. The Squire stood looking after him long

,
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after the footsteps had died away up the road. fnen with a
sigh he entered the house.

The sun travelled round towards the west and the air became
less stifling. The men returned from their fishing and laboured
up the village with the baskets of fish. The sun sank lower
irl the heavens and the shadows lengthened on the grass.
The birds began to sing their evening songs, while beneath their
glad chatter there was the incessant rumble of the waves as
they broke gently upon the beach.

Out of the Hall came the Squire, with his frail silver-
headed mother leaning on his arm. Together they paced
along the paths between the tall stately holly-hocks and the
great golden sunflowers. Once as they passed the sundial
she murmured-" If only I was a few years younger I ,,

Together they watched all the glories of the sunset over
the Bristol Channel, and stood still, marvelling at the great
quietness which seemed to fall as the sun dropped beneath the
water. Even the gulls appeared to feel the silence, and were
quiet as they rocked up and down on the incomingrw&y€s.
As dusk began to settle, they both re-entered the house, and
once dore there was perfect peace in the old garden.

Darkness fell, and the moon rose. The tide was high when
the two came out of the house again, and arm-in-arm made
their way to the top of the cliff path. The air was laden with
the scent of the flowers, and the people of Morthoe seeemed
to be all asleep. Their parting was swift, for, though both
knew that it would be their last meeting in this world, they
realised that no number of miles could sever their great love.
She watched him as he disappeared over the edgeof the cliff;
she heard the stones rolling from under his feet on the beach
below as he descended; she heard the crunch of the pebbles
as he went toward the boat, and the two men dragging it down
to the edge of the water ; she heard the splash of the water as
they floated out ; she thought that she could discern the dark
outline of the boat as it made its way out between the rocks.

I
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Long after the sound of the rush of the water had died

away, shc stood there, her head bare-gazing out to sea with
unseeing eyes. The little gray clouds were chasing each

other across the face of the moon, but suddenly a tay broke

through and shone down upon the lonely woman. dp though

awakened by it, she turned with a sob and went back toward

the house' 
Nina Townshenil.

SCHOOL SOCIETIES.

VIII._THE NATURAL HISTORY SOCIETY.

IFIGHTY years seems a great age, especially for a Society
H which to-day apPears to be so young. This one was

formed, however, in 1837, as a part of the Juvenile Literary
Society, but little evidence of its existence is obtainable

earlier than 1857, when definite and lengthy reports were

written of the papers read by its members before the Juvenile
Literary Society. This form of report was clearly not a new

thing and reference is made to previous work having been

done.

The various branches of Natural History, such as Botany'
Entomology, Geology, Conchology and Ornithology, dl
provided work and pleasure for young enthusiasts in a greater

or less degree. Some of the reports of work done by the

different sections are almost essays in themselves, and these

are probably the only record of work done by the Society

month by month. They also show that the amount of work

done in the different sections varied considerably, as it does

now, according to the interests of the members, and they were

probably the beginning of the individual paPers of to-day.

With what pleasure would some of our present members read

those carefully written pages, obtaining much useful and

tnteresting information from such reports as " Ants,"
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" Fungi," and " The best means of stocking and preserving

an Aquarium " t Time for the perusal of many such records

is unfortunately not at our disposal.

In 1888, the'Juvenile Literary Society became known as

the Natural History and Literary Association comprising

both girls and boys, and it continued as such, holding its

meetings regularly, until 1896. During this time paPers were

regularly given and there were reports and discussions on the

work done. The malority of the members about 1895 were

apparently Iiterary in taste and the Natural History Papers

few in number in consequence. To improve this state of

afiairs various " ofrcers " were appointed, a number of rules

drawn up, and the meetings held once a fortnight' Even with

this alteration it was evidently diftcult to deal satisfactorily

with the work of both sections, and " it was decided to take

the Natural History and Literary work at separate meetings

once a month or more frequently if desirable"'

From the words of one of the rules we believe that the

keeping of diaries was even then the least popular part of th

work, and several of the minutes state that various members

were from time to time suspended from the Society for failing

to comply with the regulation.

The much needed room for Natural History work was at

last fitted up on the Boys' Side, and this greatly helped the

members in their work. It became comparatively easy

to work where books, an aquarium and all kinds of specimens

could be kept and studied.
From the time of the separation of the Natural History and

Literary Societies the Girls and Boys of the former held

separate meetings, with only occasional joint ones, and all

papers and reports of work done were read.

From 1899 to r9or, and again from rgoz to r9o5, the Girls'

section as a Society lapsed, but regular work was done by

a few enthusiasts. In r9ol, the Girls were members of a
joint society but the interest waned at the end of a year and
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only really revived in r9o5. From that time separate meet_
ings were held by both Societies at regular intervals. In
addition, definite times were arranged for .. work meetings,,
each week, which ensured greater regularity in the keeping of
diaries. Most of the members gave their attention to Botany
or hology, and although a few addresses had previously been
given on such Archaological subjects as ,. Norman,, and
" Tudor " Walden, little interest was shown in the subject
before r9o9, except that a few members took up brass-
rubbing. This extension of the " field of study,, was shorfly
followed by an extension of the Society, for .. both parties
willing, the motion that the Girls' and Boys, N. H. S. should
be apalgamated was carried unanimously.,, With the
exception of one or two walks, however, this was the only
form of amalgamation reported for some time, dnd curiously
enough, combined meetings were not held until a year later,
except one at the year end reporting the year,s work. The
two sections therefore worked quite separately and neither
benefited by the other's work, but as diary work was the
cause of anxious thought again, the two parts were by this
means brought more into touch with each other. Little
wonder is there that the " ofrcers " decided that every mem-
ber was expected to enter a minimum of one page of work per
week. To ensure this being done, one evening was selected
quite apart from the usual fortnighfly meeting, and. an
additional evening each month was devoted to the reading of
the diaries. Good work must have resulted from this effort
as shortly afterwards the minutes record that a very interest_
ing excursion took place, some members visiting several places
of interest in London, e.g., The Tower, Westminster Abbey,
and the Houses of Parliament, whilst others visited Waltham
Abbey and Epping. This the present members would regard
as a most delightful " Long Excursion,,, but are we not
privileged in being able to visit places of interest near at
hand which are less easy to get to in .. after school days.,,
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In the Autumn of r9ro, the Society for the first time entered
the names of both girls and boys as members of one Society,
and the two sections henceforward held their meetings
together. Since then the Society has regularly met once a
fortnight, diaries have been kept and the best sent up for
the Inter-School Diary Competition each year. At the
beginning of each term the papers and excursions have been
arranged for the session, and applications for membership
considered in the Preliminary Meetings.

From rgrr to r9r5, the Archalogical section was in a very
flourishing condition, and during that time the neighbouring
churches were frequently visited for special study, but for the
last two years the members have mostly confined themselves
to brass rubbing. The work that is now done in either
Archeology or Natural History is of a very definite character,
and the excursions are arranged to further the interests of the
various members in special directions. To the ponds of the
district, the various woods, the chalk pits, and the difierent
areas of vegetation, other excursions are made for this pur-
pose, and we must acknowledge that it is much more
fascinating and instructive, under the guidance of a capable
and very enthusiastic leader, than it was under less favourable
conditions during the Society's youth.

Senen WarrBs.

THE ATHLETIC SPORTS.

N\NCE more, and for the first time since r9r3, our athletesY at the School were given the opportunity to display
their powers. This year there were several changes in con-
nection with events. The chief of these was that there were
no entrance fees and no prizes-competition was kept keen
by the knowledge that places meant points for one's house.

Another interesting change was the raising of the Junior
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Boys' age limit to fourteen years. The " kick," " hurdles "
and girls' " |mile " were excluded.

Whit Monday could not have been more favourable for

sports-the ground was springy after the rains of the pre-

vious week and there was a brilliant sun, tempered by a slight

breeze. School ended at ro.r5, and by ro'3o we were all
assembled on the field. Soon after Sports started with the

Junior Boys'High JumP. Considering the fact that there

have been no Sports for four years, the runrring by both

boys andgirls was exceedingly good, and, although no Senior

Boys' records were broken they were in many cases closely

approached. In the Senior Girls' events Nina Townshend

succeeded in establishing new records for the throw and long

jump; in the latter the new record exceeded the old by over

a foot. On account of the raising of the age limit the junior

results can hardly be compared with former records. How-

ever, J. C. Gibb ran, jumped and threw splendidly, and he is
to be congratulated on having established a new set of Junior
records which will probably hold their own for some time to
come.

The results of Junior events were foregone conclusions, but

the Senior events afforded more excitement, as there was never

much difierence between the places. E. Ash just cleared

seventeen feet in the long jump, and was closely followed by

H. Dent; in the high jump J. Milne took first place with a
jump of four feet five inches. The hundred yards was

exceedingly close ; h this the start and the finish should have

been practised more thoroughlY.

The open handicaps were most exciting. Unfortunately

no scratch man gained a place in the final of the zzo yards

handicap, though H. Phillips nearly succeeded in doing so'

Intermingled with the stern championship events came the

tripod and sack races, which, as usual, caused a great deal of

merriment. Just before tea the heats for the ever-popular

obstacle race were run off and the final was run after tea.



55

The programme for the day was concluded by the House
relay-races and tugs of war. The relay race was quite a new
feature and proved to be one of the most interesting events of
the day. In this six people out of each House iook part,
each person running fifty yards. Godlee,s, in the girls, race,
and Morland's, in the boys,, came in first. In the tugs of war
no one could withstand the weight of Morland,s, who secured
an easy victory. We were not yet tired of nrnning, so Whit_
Monday was ended in the approved fashion:with Terza.

The mile was run on the following Thursday. This was

11 in excellent style, and ended in K. Mauritzi beating
J. Milne by about a yard.

On the next evening the cross countries were run. It was
an ideal evening for the purpose, and the ground, which in
former years has very often been muddy, was in a fine dry
condition. We were rathbr disappointed that J. C. Gibb di;
not break the old Junior record; however on the whole it
was well run. There was a good field for the Senior event,
and it was nrn in very good time. A new coursg slightly
longer than the old one, was run over this time, and tfrlugil
times cannot be compared, in all probability the old ,".oid
would have been broken on the old course. K. Mauritzi,
closely run up by M. Jeffrey, came in first, and the rest
followed in close succession.

Now that we have fallen into these good habits again, it is
to be hoped they will be kept up year by year without fail
in the future.

Jokn H. Thompson.

lTke writer oJ tke aboae uould i,n all frobability haae carrieil
of the School, Chanpionship, if he had. not ,rret uith an acciilent
skortl,y before the sports tooh ptace. In making an excel,l,ent
jump of four feet nine inches in the House sports, he slippeit
and, swstaineil afracture oJ thefore_arm wkick of cours, preorited
him from tahing any further part._Eos.l
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BOYS.
Senior :

roo yards: r, Ash,

|-mile: r Milne, z

imile : r, Milne ' i'D' 25+ secs'

Mile: r, Mauritzi Time' 5 min'
r8; secs.

Crorr-"lrot"y : r, Mauritzi ; z, leftrey; 3, Miloe i 4' Falkner' Time'

bbutt' Distance, 17 It. r$ in'
3, Deane and Hobart' Height^

Distance, 7z Yds., z ft.,6 in.'

Junior :
roo yds.: r, Gibb; z, Burlingham; 3, Barker and Gregg' Time'

r2+ secs.

|-mile: r, Gibb; z, Burlingham; 3, Gregg' Time' 64$ secs' 
-

i--il" , ,, CitU ; z, n".U"gU"m ; 3, ^Barker' 
Time' z min' 38 secs'

i[it" , ,, GTbb; 2, BurlingLm ; 3, Gregg i 4, Barker' Time' 6 min'
r* secs

Cro.."Coortry: r, Gibb; z, Gregg; 3, Barker; 4' Ball' Time'
. r3 min. ro secs.

Long jump : r, Gibb ; z, Engelmann ; 3, G:egg' 
. 
Distance' 14 It' 4 in'

H;d j"-; , i, ciuu ; z, Engelmann;, 3, BaJl' 
-Height' 

4 ft' 4 in' 
.

t#oJ' ,, ciuu ; z, Baiker i 3' Engelmann' Distance' 6r yds' 6 io'

OPen :

*-mile handicap: r, Gregg (16o yds'); z, Tebbutt i' (rzo yds'); 3'
- Gibbins (r7o Yds')

""" iii. 
u""ai"ai , i, crn (5o vtls') ; z, Derlt (r r yds') ; 3' wellma'u

(32 yds.)
Sack Race : r, Tebbutt ii ; z, Wellman'
Obstacle Race: r, Falkner; z, Howitt'
Tripod Race: r, Tebbutt ii and Palmer; z, Deane and Matthews'

senior : 
GrRLS'

roo yds.: r, N. Townshend ; z,E' DarLe; 3, D' Thompson' Time''
13+ secs.

""o 
y-a\.: r, N. Townsbend i 2, E'Deane; 3, B' Wellman' Time''

46 Yds. zlt-*
Triood Race: r, E. Deane and W' Ruwald; z, J' Bannister and N'-

'Townshend' 
* School Record.
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Junior :

too yds. : r, M, Horsfield. ; 2, E.Cousins ; 3, E. Smith. Time, r5 secs,
zzo yds.: r, E. Cousins; 2, M. Horsfield; 3, E. Smitb Time,

37+ secs.
Long Jump : r, E. Smith ; 2, M. Horsfield ; 3, E. Cousins. Distance,

rz ft. 4 io'
High

5
Jo-P
i ln.

r, E. Smittr; z, P. Rigby; 3, M. Wright. Height, 3 ft.

Tripod Race: {, E. Cousins aad M. Horsfield ; 2, E. Smith and M.
Edwards.

Under rr years:
roo yds (Boys). r, Williams i ; z, Allbon ii. Time, 15* secs.
rooyards (girls). r, F. Cousins; z, A. Allan. Time, 16|secs.

Ilorse Tug-of-War (Boys) : r, Morland's House; z, Gibson's House.
House Relay Race (3oo yds.) ;
Boys: r, Morland's House; z, Lister's House.
Girls : r, Godlee's House; z, Morland's House.

Boys' Cup Holilcr-J. Milae.
Bolts' Juniot Chatnpio*-|. C. Gibb.
Girls' Cup Holilet-N. Townshend,
Girls' Junior Chamfion-E Smith.

HOUSE SPORTS.
Bcys' : rst, Morland's; znd, Crosfreld's.
Gitls' : rst, Godlee's; znd, Gibson's.

SUMMER.

ffHE Summer's here again with all its flowers,v [n which the bees are humming all the days ;

The sun is pouring its own glist'ning rays
Upon the trees and cool and leafy bowers ;
The birds are singing all the happy hours,

The hov'ring sky-larks, linnets, and the jays,
And dl these birds are singing dif'rent lays

In stately trees which stand as high as towers,
Whilst butterflies are flut'ring all around.

Down in the grassy meadows, cool and green,
The cattle wander by the winding stream;

And by this water dragon-flies abound,
And brightly coloured lizards may be found,

Which lie among the grass and bask and dream.
Eilwaril K. Jennings.
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THE FLIGHT OF DUCKS.

?THERE are manv ways of studying birds; some peoplev prefer to keep them in captivity, others to obtain their
dead bodies and exarnine them in a technical way, but in my
opinion the most beautiful and interesting way of studying
them is to watch them in their native haunts, and to observe

their natural habits and peculiarities. This may seem difficult,
but all one has to do is to choose a good position in some

quiet spot where birds are frequently seen, and keep very still.
When going out for such a puryose one must not go with the

idea of proving one's arm-chair theories or conjectures, but
with the simple desire to learn as much as possible about
the habits and reasons for the habits, of the birds being
watched.

Last Christmas holidays I took the opportunity some four-
teen or fifteen times of watching the nightly flight of wild fowl.

During the winter months large flocks of different kinds 6f
duck migrate to England from Scandinavia, and with the
home ducks live in the neighbourhood of the sea-coast, lake,
or any large flooded area. The Washes between the Great
Orrse and Old Bedford rivers being flooded io winter, they form
a stretch of water a mile wide arrd over twenty miles long.
This Wash is largely frequented by duck, flocks of which collect
and remain floating on the surface during the day-time in
perfect safety. But as night-their feeding tirne+pproaches
they fly up, one flock after another, and travel up the river
until each flock finds for itself a piece of suitable Brass or
arable land---swampy enough to allow their feeding there
druing the night. At first streat of dawn some of them
retr:rn to the Washes, but others rgain at their feeding

grounds until they are disturbed, and may be seen returning
even in the afternoon.

II one goes just before twilight to a place somewhere along

their line of flight (preferably as near their starting place as



59

possible, as they will not be so scattered), a most interesting

sight may be seen. About half-an-hour before the duck

arrive come the sea-gulls, thousands of which live inland

drrring the winter. Their feeding habits are exactly contrary

to those of the duck. They feed up the river all day, and

return to rest on the Washes at night. They come thickly

in flocks of some hundreds; twisting, turning, and skimming

the ground; often a whole flock will fly to within a few feet

of one's head, and then with a discordant rush wheel off

almost at right angles.

When these have all passed, one may begin to expect the

duck, but if one has been the night before it is easy to know

when they will arrive, for, unless the evening is an exception-

ally dark one, they will come with laudable punctuality,-
one or two minutes later each evening as the days begin to

lengthen. During the time I watched them they came at

about 4.3o at the beginning, (about December z4th,) and just

after 5 o'clock about January r4th.

First a small lot of three or four mallard would usually

swing over with outstretched necks, showing jet-black against

the pale sky, and quacking softly ; then perhaps a dense black

flock of widgeon, whistling shrilly ; flocks of pochard, mallard,

teal and widgeon follow in quick succession, until at times

large skeins of duck stretch across the sky as far as one can see,

and the air is firll of quacks, shrill calls, and the whistling of

many wings as theY beat the air.

After about half-an-hour it is nearly dark, and all is over'

By observing the " flight " night after night, one soon begins

to find out the little peculiarities of the birds, and how their

speed, height, and mode of flying are affected by changes in

the weather or light. In clear, still weather ducks usually

fly at great heights, but on a cloudy night with an adverse

gale, they fly low; but there is no wind, however strong, that

can ever stop a duck, which is the most perfect flier there is'

C. Freileilch Tebbutt.
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FROM FAR AND NEAR.

CoxcrnurNc Oro Scnorens.

Old Scholarc who uerc in the Fifth Fottn last lerm.
Albert W. Gardner writes from the Friends' Ambulance

Unit Training Camps at Jordans, " I am now training in the
F.A.U., and after only three weeks'training have been told to
be ready to go to France as soon as my passports can be
obtained. I have, however, to get through the Tribunal yet.

. We are having a very nice camp here, but are worked
very hard. We have many route marches ; the longest so far
was twenty-three miles. Mr. Marsh and Wallis
Powell were both here at first, but the former has gone to
France now. I have just heard that I have passed
the Prelim. Exam. for the Veterinary College."

(4. W. Gardner has now obtained exemption from his
Tribunal, conditional upon working with the F.A.U.).

Joan McKenzie
Roland Partridge is working in an uncle's mill at Aylesbury.
Mabel B. Reynolds
Gwendoline B. Rolfe.

*rt**++
Eiltaol ftont a letlx lron Mavis Kcmp (r9r r-r4.)

" I am being trained at W. Hoathley on a fann for two
months. I came here on Friday, April r9th, and leave some-
where about June r7th.

" There are seven girls besides me, and we are all so happy,
jolly, and well ; I haven't felt so fit since I left Walden.
Courtlands is where we sleep, but we have our meals at a little
cottage just at the end of the drive. The house is tremendous,
and the flowers, fruit trees, green houses, etc., are lovely.
What am I doing ? At present I am on the cow sheds, which
means: Up at six-milk cows, separate the milk from the
cream, take the milk to Courtlands (five minutes walk from
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the farm), wash the separator things up roughly in hot water.
Breakfast at eight, work at nine. Then we wash the cans,
churns, pails, etc., properly. Next, clean out the cowtroughs
and bed it down for them when they come in at night. Sweep
the passages, put water into the troughs for the young calves,
also feed them with hay, etc. Now that all the animals go
out into the fields, we go out too, to dig out docks. There are
three things we have to train in; stables, cow sheds, and
poultry. I am going on the stables on Wednesday, where I
am longing to be.

*'.**+t
Er*aot from a leltcr from T. Eduaill Tawell (189z-6), Fticnits,

A mbulatcc U nit, Francc.
" April, zTth, rgr7.

" . As the papers will have told you, most of the
fruit trees have been cut down or ring barked in many villages,
orchards or hedge-sides, so that it is no mere hobby that sends
folk hunting the fallows and the stubbles for dandetons for
culinary purposes. Fuel, fortunately, is plentiful, for the
amount of wasted wood, native and imported, is simply
enormous here on all hands.

" If one goes about with the mind's eye, open one may see

a great deal that is pathetic in many directions. Not only are
inhabitants few,-x5 indeed are whole and habitable houses,-
but the few who are to be seen are old, so old, or just now and
again, a sprinkling of young children. The majority of the
kiddies, at least, appear to be refugees from elsewhere.

. We passed a churchyard to-day containing a poor
little grave next to a row of German soldiers' graves. On it
was a crude cross of two split box-boards nailed together, on
which was scribbled in charcoal simply, " Clothilde-ag6e
7 ans, evacude de M-."

" One of the first sights we saw from the train when we
crossed the lately fortified trench-lines and entered this newly
ceded territory, was a poor old dame taking stock of the ruins
of her gate-house and garden, situated at a level crossing, and
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therefore well destroyed. The station, or the level place from

which every rail and sleeper had been ripped up, and where

everything above ground had been razed, including the seats

and the very lamp standards on theplatforms,-is sometimes

all agog with women and children, refugees from further east,

who are brought down by the lorry load as far as here, to be

entrained for boarding out nearer the sea or the south.

" . To-day's walk, as well as others recently, provided

us with plenty of material for the study of Dug-out

making and equipment. Yesterday, we found some glorified

night-lights for use in groping about in the under-world, and

known as 'Hindenburg's Lamps.' To-day we

brought for the use of the casualty clearing station, who are

old friends of ours, a small church bell, complete, to serve as

a cookhouse bell. What was it doing at the bottom of a blind

alley dug-out Fritz only knows ! Another interesting find

was zrn enormous sort of thermos flask, quite new, which was

presumably a means of distributing hot tea or drink to isolated

groups of men in the trenches. Its internal capacity must

have been over four gallons."

Exkaal from letterc urtficn by Tottt Doaels (rgor-z\'

" Gallipoli,
rgth ScPt., r9r5.

" . The heat and dust have been trying, but this

last week we have had three showers, and I believe the shortes

of these, which lasted three-quarters of an hour, would make

up for a week's rain in England, it is just as though a trap

d.oor opened in the heavens and let it fall in a lump-I never

saw rain like it. Afterwards the ground is like clay and very

heavyto get about on, but in a few hours the hot sun puts

it right again. * The Turks have a village three

miles from here; we shell all round it, but not the village

itself, so they reap the benefit of fighting square' 
"'

' Dcleted bY the Censor'
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" Palestine, 2.S.rgr7.
" , Thanks so much for the socks ; you can guess

how glad I was to receive them after marching over r7o miles
across this peninsula. There is more vegetation about here
than on the desert, and that has its disadvantages to a soldier
who finds his bed on the ground, and the sky for o roof,-
meaning more insect life. Scorpions, spiders, huge ants, and
a peculiar big black flea are among the chief offenders, but
by far the worst are the swarms of flies.

SCHOOL DIARY.

March rst.-Lit Soc. Mtg. - Girls' Essays:
" The Poetry of Earth po[aid;
" The Fiddle," Lionel ng-legs,,;
Mabel Reynolds. Pian

,, 3rd.-Lantern Lecture on " Armenia,', by Mr. Krikorian.
,, rzth-Lantern Lecture ou ', Mountain Limestone,,, by Mr.

Corder.
,, r4th.-Lantern Lecture on " The Wheat Plant,,, by Mr. Morris.
,, tsth. Essays:

Church

,,o,"5;

,, r7th.-Football Match: Boys' XI. u. Cambridge County
School, away, woo, 3-2.

,, z5th.-.A_ddress _in Sulrday Evening Meeting by Mr. Oyston oa
" The Tabernacle."

April zod.-House Singing and Recitation Competition in evening.
,, 3rd.-Entertainment at night.
,, 4th.-Easter Holidays began.

,, 25ttr.-School re-opened.
May 3rd.-Lit. Soc. Mtg. Girls' Diary, Julia Bannister. Essays :

" Iron and the Iron Foundry," Cecil Falkner; .. Begin-
nings of Monasticism," Mr. Pearson ; ,. A Son of Dovou,,,
Nina Townshend. Pianoforte Solos: Doris Thompson,
Julia Bannister.

,, 8th.-N.H.S, Business Mtg.
,, t7tb..-Lit Soc. Mtg. Boys'Diary, John Thompson. Essays:

" Diamonds," Harry Dent; " The Chifd is Father of the
Man," Julia Bannister; "Rubber," Reginald Falkner;
" Poland," Mary Baker. Violin SoLo: Lionel Wright.

,, zznd.-N.H.S. Mtg. Lecturc, " The Natural History of
Newbury," Mr. Morris.
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NOTICES.

The next number o! Tha Avettua *ill be published in Decenber..
Price, 6d. per copy $ost free, 7d.) Price per annum, rs. 6d. (posf
free, rs.9tl,).

Articles and subscriptions may be addressed to The Aaenue, Frieads''
School, Saffron Walden.

Articles aad illustration' io, Thc Atatuc by boys and girls are signed'
it ilolias.

SCHOOL MAGAZINES.
'We acknowledge with thanks the receipt of the following School

Magazine: Stramongate School Magaziae, By Kent and Skerne.

INITIAL LETTER.
An initial letter designed by Elsic Dcane will be {ouod at the begin-

ning of the article on " The House System."
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May z8th.-Athletic Sports.

,, 3oth.-Cricket Matches u. Newport Grammar School. rst
XI. u. rst XI', away, lost, 38-43, J' Milne 6 wkts for 13,
E. M. Jeffrey, 4 for 8. znd XI. u. znd XI., homp, won,
ro9-89.

,, 3rst.-Lit. Soc. Mtg. " Fiye- Minutes-" Essays by thirteeo- members. Pianoforte Solo, Mary Baker.

June ztd.

and 8 wkts. for zo'
fune zttr.-N.H.S. Mts. Essavs : " Pond Insects," ' Lawrence

Palmer; "?rotective C,olourings of Animals," Marjorie
Harrod; " Protective Colouings," Clifford Jones;,
" The Study of Birds," C. Frederick Tebbutt.

,, gth.-Cricket Matches, u. Saffron Walden Grammar Schoot
Boys' rst XI. u.'rst XI., away, won. 84-8r. znd XI.
o. zn.dXl., home, won, 93-24.

,, r3th.-Cricket Matches u. NewPort Grammar S.clool. 9"-y:'
rst XI. u. rst XI., home, lost, 4z-56' znd XI. tt. zl.dXl.
away, lost, 35-5o.

.. rath.-Lit. Soc. hend' EssaYs :
.. people .. Shakespeare,s
Welshime Chelsea," Elsie'
Deane. Pianoforte Solo, Miss Wright.

,, r6th.-N.H.S. Excursion to Strethall.

,, zrst.-N.H.S. Mtg. Exhibition of Specimens.
Er,PeNon G. Jorrs'
Joh* H. Thomfson-
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Cocoa
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Battersea Polytechnic, London, S. ,
Principal-F. Il, NE\[ftrltAN. M.A.r ph.D.

DAY TECHNICAL COLLEGE

TRAIIIING DEPARTMENT OF DOMESTIC SCIENCE
Head oI Dcpartmctrt-.f,llss [1. E. JiIIARSDEN.

life in Englaud and the Colonies, and for Ilousekeepors and Matrons.
Feeg from f,8 l0*. Ud. Per term.

PHYSICAL TRAITIING COLLEGE
Under thc dircction ol It/tISS MUnIEL II. SPALDING

Owing to the increasing number of openings for women who
have received a thorough training in Swedish Drill and Remedial

Short courses are arranged for non-professionel students who
rrish to confiue themselves to the Swedish Gymnastics, and Games
and Daucing. Fees for the full course, f,8 8e. 0d. per term.

The situation of the Ilostels is very healthy, and a good garden is
attached to each Ilostel. Fees for board and residence from SI4
to f,18 per term.

For full particulars of Eostele, Scholarebips, and other inform-
ation, apply to the Secrotary, Battersea Polytechnic, London, S.W'.

I'EADLEY tsAOS, tC, DTVONSHIIA STBEI, BTSEOEGATE, E.C.; AXD ASHIOf,D, trEXT,


