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TEMPUS FUGIT
LREADY a whole year has passed since that
hilarious day when stafi and School combined to
celebrate V.E. Day. The long yearned-for peace

has come, but the realization of our dream has
brought a certain measure of disappointmentl for
many material improvements have not come our
way.

lWould that we were "Vegies" !

Mr. Kerlogue was removed was'
replaced by Mr. Etherington, asm
to our cross-country running. e oI'
Mr. Dale. He is now a lecturer, chiefly for post-graduates at Swansea
University. Miss Ellinor has taken over some of his history lessons, and
the rest of the history is being taken by Miss Dobson.

Ve offer our heartiest congratulations to Mrs. Lees, whom the Junior
School previously knew as Miss Harris, and we wish her thc very best
for her future iife.

Just before Christmas the School co-operated with the Preparative,
Meeting in getting up a sale for the F.R.S., which raised the consider-
able sum of 8157. The School was allowed to admire the wares, and
then had to depart for the first half hour, after vrhich the hall was
stormed and the articles for sale, notably the eatables, vanished in no
time. Ample teas were also provided.

A concert-play evening was arranged for March 16th. The School
and any visitors unable to come on Saturday were invited on Fridap
when the audience was larger than expected. Apart from a few minor
hitches on the first night everything went off well. All parts of the
School helped to form the programme-soloists, orchestra and senior
and fourth form choirs. Mrs. Vorth produced the Scottish tragedy
"Campbell of Kilmohr." The proceeds again went to the F.R.S.

Another Parents' W'eek-end has been held. On the Sunday afternoon.
there was a very successful "Brains Trust" session, with fohn Watt, of
the B.B.C., as Question Master.
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A party from the School attended Junior Yearly Meeting, the first for
seven years. Reports were made to the School in Sunday evening
meeting.

Last term Eric Hosking gave a talk about rare birds of the Norfolk
Broads, which was very much enjoyed. Dr. Howard Somervell showed
us some exciting pictures about climbing Everest, followed by un-
pleasantly realistic slides on medical missionary work in India. Every-
one was thrilled by Alan Browne's wonderful slides taken when
mountaineering in South Island, New Zealand. James Hudson, Labour,
Pacifist and Temperance M.P. for one of the new constituencies, told us
of his political experiences. Harold Chance gave Study Circle a most
interesting talk on the U.S.A., which has given us a more balanced
outlook on his people.

Mr. Sturge's work with the choirs has been of an outstanding
character. From a body of no previous standing, Senior Choir has sung
several times in evening meeting, and added much beauty to the
atmosphere of the meeting. It has sung with increasing confidence and
improving quality at each new performance. In December we gave the
Abbey Lane Congregationalists a short programme of carols, preceded
by tea and followed by somewhat uproarious party games, where the
choir proved it had not overstrained itself, by singing nursery rh5rmes
with gusto.

The English climate came into its own over the \flhitsun week-end-
having been warned by the headmaster not to overdo sunbathing, we
were blessed with seemingly unending rain; but Monday endeh with a
blazing bonfire and much fun and laughter that will not soon be
Iorgotten.

Although it rained intermittently over General Meeting, the occasion
was generally felt to have passed very smoothln and all the work
exhibited Parents went away with the feeling
that the e t a fresh stimulus to us all and bright
hopes for

Renate Bondi (Age 16)

THE SPORTS, 1946

seconds, with Christopher Vatt a close
was tlle performance put up by Paul
age a junior, ran in tlte Senior Run to

s€cure sixth place. Lister was the winning House, closely challenged
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standards this year.

our thanks are due to the multitude of eager helpers, without whom no

Sports Day would have been possible 
E.O.L.

CRICKET, 1946

OR those prize" this has been a

hearteni bY eight runs, bY one

wicket, Twice we have won
easily.

The first Newport fixture was a remarkable Qne; a diffident
attack dismissed nine Newportonians for twenty runs and then saw the

scqre trebled by a laqt-wicket stand. Our early batsmen collapsed as in-
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gloriously but the last t[ree took the score to within two good hits of thr.
Newport total. !7hen Newport visited irs a fortnight la1er, the Schoot
started very confidently and had a hundred on the board with only three
wickets down. Defries baned flawlessly and his 59 not out is the
highest score a boy has made since 1937. Time saved Newport from
certain defeat.

The Town 2nd XI were dismissed in fifteen overs, eight of their
wickets going to Mr. Pumphrey. An equally easy victory was won over
the Chesterfords when Mr. Pumphrey was again in form.

The finest matches were
College, lost respectively by
Harlow, played on a perfect
best boys' match during the
runs of his second successive 50, while six Harlow wickets fell in the
nineties-tlree of them in one over to Webb. Had the School fielding
not flagged when the game was going against us the victory might have
been ours.

Cassuto has guarded
Itr7ebb is a promising

e safest fours are those
along the ground. Hinton and Kent have had one or two merry knocks.

better since changing to round the wicket.
The fielding has been patchy. Mr. Lenz and plank have been out-

standing in their alertness and relentless determination to save runs.
Greenland is a clean, quick fielder with an accurate return. Blackburn
has kept wicket well for the boys.

Our one disappointment in a season when Mr. Lenz has shown a
welcome return to form with the bat and Mr. Pumphrey has proved as
deadly as ever with the ball, has been that rain caused the cancellation cf
the boys'^fixture with the Old Scholars and the ab4ndqnmgnt of thg
Maqtgrs' fixture et an qarly stagE,
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RESULTS.

Mry 8th.

May llth.
May 18th.

Mey 22nd.

May 25th.

June lst

June l0th.

Newport 60 Kent 5 for 19, Hinton 4 for 16); School 52'

School 77; Saftron Walden 2nd XI 31 (Pumphrey 8 for 13)'

Seward's End 113 (Trounce 5 for 46); School 112 (Andrews 36,

Pumphrey 3l).
School 143 for 6 wkts. (dec.) (Defries 59 not out, Plank 27);

Newport 50 for 8 (Kent 6 for 30).

School 100 (Defries 46); Harlow CoIIege 108 for 9 (Vebb
3 for 8).

Chesterford 58 (Pumphrey 6 for l5); School 121 for 8 (Plank

24 not out).

School 45 for 4 wkts., v. Old Scholars (rain stopped play)'

C.A.M.

HOCKEY, 1945'46

The standard of play in both the lst and znd XI's showed some im-
provement during ihi r."ron. In both teams much more attention

ihould be paid to good stick work.

Hockey colours were awarded to Judith Layng and Jean Lyell'

' The House hockey matches were very evenly contested, Lister House

coming first in the final result. Great promise was shown in the Junior
teams.

Goer-Rzllr Comber, A reliable, steady player who gives confidence to her

team.

Lrrr Bacx-Muriel Hochley. Did good work in an unaccustomed place on

the field, and her stickwork improved during the season'

Rrcnr Bacx-lancis Ballachey, Still slow in clearing, but showed im'
provement during the season.

Lrrr Halr,-lane Morgan. Played with intelligence, and her speed im-
proved during the season.

CrNrnn Halr-Par leffery. Kept the half line well together, and played

an unselfish, reliable game throughout.

Rrcut Har,r-/ ean Palmer. A steady half, sometimes rather slow.

Lrrr VrNc-Iean Lyell' A very fast forward who tried to combine with
her inner much better during the season.

Lrrr llNrn-|udith Layng, Vorked hard and overcame several weak
points. A steady member of the forward line.

CrNrnr Fonwanp-lois Buck, Very fast, and occasionally did some

briffLnt work in mid-field, Shooting wai on the whole good, but she did not
combine weII enough with the other forwards.

Rrcrrr IlNrn-Mary Balk. A stong and generally very reliable rnember
of the forward line.

Rrcrtr \PINc-KATHLEEN Moonr. Did some useful work and was a keen

and helPful captain.
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Date

Sept. 29th.
Oct. l3th.
Oct. 13th.

Oct. 20th,

Oct. 20th.
Oct. 27th.

Nov. l7th.
Nov. 24th.
Dec. lst.

TERM,
Team
lst XI
lst XI

2nd XI
lst XI

2nd XI
lst XI
lst XI

.'A" XI
lst XI

1945

Result

W'on 3{)
I-ost G6
Won 3-2
Von 3-z
'Won 5-2
Drew 2-2
Lost 0-l
Von 4-2
hst l-3

5te

RESULTS, AUTUMN
Opponent

Safiron Valden Training College
Hockerill Training College
Hockerill Training College
Herts, and Essex High School ...
Herts. and Essex High School ...
Girton College 2nd XI ...
Old Scholars

Great Chesterford
Saffron Valden Training College

Date
lreb. 2nd.
F'eb, 9th.
Mar. Znd,
Mar, 13th.

Mar. l3th,
Mar. l6th.

SPIIING TERM, 1946

Opponent Team
Perse School, Cambridge lst XI
Saffron Valden Training College lst XI
Old Scholars lst XI
Herts. and Essex High School ... 1st XI
Herts. and Essex High School ... 2nd XI
Saffron Walden Training College lst XI

Result
Lost l-2
W'on +-z
Von 2-l
I-ost 2-3
I-ost 3-6
Von 3-l
B.J.R.B

LECTURE SCHOOL WEEK.END, 1946

h saw a re-stafting of the Annual
arranged by the Old Scholars'

neral title "you and the Vorld To_
ct of pointing out the
us parts of the world,
more alive to, and

G.S.P.
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PINOCCHIO

T the cnd of the Spring Term we watched them build
their nest in the school tower. At the beginning of
this term we saw how proudly the male watched over
the female, as she sat on her two white eggs. \[e
never saw but we guessed that two ugly-looking
bundlEs of life were hatched out.

children,
wanting
disaster-well, almost disaster. One of the young pigeons tried a little
roof-climbing and fell to the ground by the boys' playroom door.

From then on he became our property. \Me fed him almost hourly
on milk. Feeding a young pigeon is no easy iob. First one has to
procure, in one way or another, milk from the kitchens, a dangerous
procedure at the best of times. This difficulty was surmounted. Then
came the really difficult part of the business. One of us had to hold the
pigeon in one hand and prize the beak open with the other hand. While
this was going on the partner filled a tube with milk, and, when the beak
lvas open, squirted the milk down the bird's throat. It sounds easy, but
just you try it ! I am afraid more milk went on the outside of the bird
than into the inside.

You may be wondering why we called our young pigeon Pinocchio.
Vell here is the official and authentic explanation. Many names come
to mind immediateln but "Charlier" "John" or "Jack" did not make
much appeal to us. The problem was too great so we left it, but it did
not leave us, and a name suggested itself the very first afternoon that we
had our pet. That day the B.B.C. broadcast Valt Disney's "Pinocchio,"
and Pinocchio our pigeon became.

Ve soon taught Pinocchio to fln and fly he did. Individual members
of the cross-country team pitted their puny speed against his. Their
failure was complete. Four hundred and forty yards in twenty seconds
is no mean feat.

Very soon the school began to take an active interest in our pet.
One day we had reports from excited little boys that Pinocchio was on
the roof. The first time he did this we thought we had seen the last of
our Pinocchio. A dramatic attempt to capture him by climbing the
drain pipe came to nought. Somebody tried to knock him ofi the roof
with a long-handled broom from a girls' bedroom windorv. Pinocchio,
all defiance, flew on to the town water-tower. Imagine our surprise
then he returned to the Biology lab. in the evening.

arning to look after himsell He began to perch in
rest,,or so we thought. In reality he flew in through
i" ,-h. Geography room and slept there I The
to that.



538

Unfortunately he retained a fancy for He
would enter rvith an incoming class, not w ent,
of course, and proceed to liven up the pro and
every attempt to throw him out.

On the Thursday General Meeting day he appeared, proudly
displayed in a big cage. The only inducement that liept him there wa.s
food. He continued eating for the rest of the afternoon!

Pinocchio was due fo was let out on
Friday and he has been ow of recover-
ing him. !i/e presume his attentions.
Perhaps it is all for the bcst. At any rare we hope he is happy.

Peter Bell (Age 15 ) and Michael Hout (Age 14)

HOMING FLIGHT

ASQUA, the swallow, had beaten his wings cease-
lessly since dawn, and as dusk approached a great
weariness came upon him as his long iourney drew
to its end. Over the hills and beyond the river
lay his destination: the old barn, with its cob-
webbed rafters, last year's mud nest, the nail which
was his very own perch and his friend Umm, th.e
Barn Owl. \7hen he arrived maybe anothel

swallow would be waiting for him, but if she had not arrived, he would
be there to welcome her, when she came.

As he wheeled and darted over the river, he became aware of all the
old and well-loved places: the old barn, the duckpond, the trees with
their pink blossoms, the sweet songs of the chaffinches ind the murrnur
of the bees. These seemed to welcome him home and despite his
fatigue and hunger he responded bravely and beat his way joyously up
the hill.

Higher and higher he flew-over the birchwood trees where the bull-
fincL warbled, over small lakes where the dipper sang among the rocks.

O: a boulder sticking out from the hillside rested M'wee, the little
blue falcon, tired after a long chase after a curlew that had taken cover.
M'wee looked around him, and he saw the slim, dark blue figure of the
swallow.

Pasqua saw the flash of M'wee's pinions as he launched himself into
the air, but took no notice, thinking it to be the more familiar figure of
Sharak, the sparrowhawk. Sharak scorned adult swallows, but when
he got the chance, he would snatch their young from the nest. Flying
on, Pasqua glanced backward, then glanced behind again and learnt his
mistake. This was no sparrowhawk that was rapidly overhauling him,

Pasqua took fright, Terror brought renewed strength to his steel-
blue wings as he sped along. But the slate-blue pinions of the falcon
struck yet faster still His talons flashed upwards, but Pasqua evaded
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the first blow by flying vertically upwards. Lower and lower the wearj
Pasqua was driven down, when suddenly up from the hillside flerv
another falcon, M'wee's brown mate. M'wee saw her and swinging
towards her, the two were soon winging their way side by side, the
hunted swallow forgotten in the joy of the meeting.

But danger was not yet passed. Sharak, the sparrowhawk hovered
against the setting sun. He saw the weary, limping swallow below, and
iudged it to be an easy prey. Sharak's wings beat faster, his circling
narrowed, and downwards he plunged upon the almost exhausted
swallow.

Glancing upwards in search of the falcon
falling towards him, and he recognised it as
swallows.

,, Pasqua
Sharak,

saw the hawk
slayer of infant

Again Pasqua gathered speed as the hawk dropped into his wakc
and prepared to strike. In his weariness Pasqua mistimed his turn and
Sharak's talons sent him spinning out of control. Sharak was borne
on by his own speed past his quarry. As he braked and turned, Pasqua
slipped under him, and secured a good lead on the hawk, but he had
still half a mile to go before he could reach the shelter of the barn.

His strength was failing rapidly. Twice Sharak's talons closed upon
the streamers of his tail. The trees swept under him in a blur of green,
while overhead homing rooks paused in their flight and cawed in their
excitement.

The wood passed, Pasqua dropped down until his white breast was
skimming the grass of the field. Then came a garden, a white-washed
house, grey buildings and the arched doorway of the barn with its

appalling eyes, came down upon the invader of the bam. l7rathfully
and without a sound IJmm, the owl, crushed Sharak's head and neck
in his powerful talons.

lohn Baker (Age 1j)

WHITSUN, 1946

HITSUN, 1946, was the first peace-time Whitsrrn that
many of us had known at \tr/alden; and though, owing to
restricted conditions it did not equal some of the wonderful
celebrations about which we have heard, the enioyment
was general and thorough. About 150 Old Scholars were

presentJ some accompanied by their families, and many we were
especially glad to welcome after their long absence owing to war duties.
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Unfornrnately the weather was not helpful, and it damped everything
but people's spirits. On Saturday the Old Scholars were not content
rvith gening wet in the rain, and a swimming match was held, the Old
Scholars obtaining an easy victory. This followed a dancing display,
given by the girls. In the aftemoon rain made tennis impossible, and
an informal dance was arranged in the gym, attended by everyone from
Lower III to the VI Form, and Old Scholars. An official dance was
held from 7-10.30 p.m., when the Old Scltolars invited Upper V and
VI for pan of the time. It was a very enioyable affair, and it was
interesting to meet people who had left the school a long time before.
The proceedings were intemrpted at about 9 to provide the oppornrnity
for refreshments. During the later sessibn the dance was enlivened by
music frorn an accordion played by Ralph Erskine.

There were intermittent storms on Sunday, though they did not
prevent excellent gatherings at morning and evening meetings. At
the latter Mr. Pumphren the President of the O.S.A. this year, gave the
address. The Senior Choir provided some lovely music during meeting
and there was more afterwards provided partly by the Old Scholars.

On Monday morning the girls took advantage of a short fine spell to
let the Old Scholars beat them at cricket. The boys, characteristically,
spent their time feeling the ground and surveying the sky, before
commencing to plan and consequently were washed off the field by the
rain soon after the beginning of their match! It looked as though thc
bonfire would be a "wash-out." However, having spent the afternoon
grumbling ineffectually at the weather we were cheered by a brighter
sky in the evening. During the afternoon Miss Murray's presentation
from the Old Scholars was made. A really splendid concert was given
in the cvening-there were songs, poems, coniuring tricks, a mock
parliamentary speech, and community singing. At 9.30 p.m. as a grand
finale the bonfire was lighted. The VI Form were allowed to ioin in
and we raced round it singing everything from "Forty Years On" to
"FrEre Jacques." Some of the staff were cheered and ('chairedr"

especially Miss Murray, whose deparnrre we shall regret. The fire
lasted till 11 p.m. and for us the wonderful weekend was at an end,
rvhile the happy crowd round the fire sang "Auld Lang Syne"-till
Vhitsun, 1947.

Rayleen M. Caloert (Age 16)

GENERAL MEETING, 1946

OR the last few years each visit to lTalden has seemed ro me to
start as I entered the train at Audley End. This General
Meeting visit was no exception. In the train I watched what
was evidently someone's small sister being prepared to meet
her two brothers, and before I realised it, we were at Valdeu

and on our way up the hill to the School.

The scene in the School was just as usual-members of the Staff
cbrnered by anxious parents, others making last r-rlirlutq adiustmeqt$ te
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the various displays, and, of course, parents and scholars looking for
one anotler.

The early arrivals had a good chance
which were of very high standard. In th
was set out in a most attractive manner,
but qualiry. There were very attractive aprons made by the Inter-
mediates, and lovely blouses, skirts and frocks-far above the Utility
standard-made by the older girls. There were also some fascinating
knitting exhibits worked by girls in their free time.

In the Boys' S(/orkshop we saw a display of woodwork. To anyone

fust furnishing a home it must have been a Breat temptation to retutn
at dead of night to do a spot of burglary. Trolleys, bookshelves, coffee
tables, trays, toast racks, etc., all showed a high degree of wogkmanship.

The Biology Laboratory was the next place of special interest. There
the exhibition was most carefully planned and t}te results were excellent,
most interesting and easy to understand. We were particularly
requested to look at "The Birdr" but unfornrnately t}te unusual crowd
of visitors was too much for him, and he went off on his own for the day.

Next door was the Art display. The subiects chosen varied from
Dartmoor ponies to imaginary monsters, from a study of a modern
schoolgirl to that of early Quakers. There were also attractive book-
binding and book-cover exhibits, and some modelling of animals.

At 11 a.m. we assembled in the Hall for a meeting for worship, after
which, Howard Diamond awarded the Leaving Scholarships. Then the
scholars withdrew and Howard Diamond told us something of the plans
for the future development of the School, before he introduced Professor
Gilbert Murran who gave us a most interesting talk on "The
Independent School."

Lunch this year again had to be very informal-visitors took their
food packets to the Boys' Playroom where tea was provided by the
School. After lunch most people went down to the Junior School.
Owing to a case of chicken-pox the children were not tlere to show us
round, but their work exhibits were as good as ever.

There was an excellent concert of music in the afternoon, the singing
of the three choirs giving great enioyment. The School orchestra has
increased both as regards number of players and variety of instruments,
and it was obvious that much hard work had been done to enable so

high a standard to be obtained.

After the concert we were hurried over to the swimming bath to see
the boys give a display. It was a good show. From the swimming
bath we went to the Lawn for a display of dancing by the girls. A large
number took part in.a variety of dances. The girls danced gracefully
and thoroughly enioyed themselves. The short scene from "Alice in
Wonderland" was a source of much amusement. A great deal of work
had been done in the making of the costumes, which, though simple,
were very gay and pleasing.
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Throughout the day people complained in a vague sort of way abort
the weather, but, though far from being summerJike, the weather made
little difference to the pleasure of a gathering at \U(/alden. And what a
tea was provided for us before we departed from the School !

Rathleen Mqllett (nde BoJl) (1931-37)

UNDER GERMAN OCCUPATION

HE most interesting, exciting and nerve-racking period
of the whole German occupation began after the tragic
ending of the Battle of Arnhem, September, 1944.
$7e in the western and northern provinces had pinned
all our hopes on the outcome of that battle. It was lost
and we settled down to the bitterest winter of the war.

Food was scarce and rations diminished week by week and day by
day. Owing to the railway strike the western provinces were unable to
receive food from the more plentiful north. The lack of vehicles made
road uansport impossible and the waterways were liable to Allied air
attacks and of becoming icebound. To top this misery the Germans
cut off our electricity and gas supply and as there was no coal (except
for the Nazis) rve had to use wood for cooking. As the days passed wc
all began to feel weak and very hungry. At our work we had bouts of
dizziness. Even after a good meal we were hungry again inside an hour.
Sugar beet took the place of potatoes on the table and bulbs became the
fashion until eyen their prices rocketed on the black market.

Then the hunger-marches started. People set out from Amsterdam,
Rotterdam, the Hague and other towns in the starvation zone, even fronr
our little village, on the long trek to the north. There were young
children, girls, women and old men, some walking, pushing prams or
handcarts, others ridlng broken-down birycles without tyres. But
whatever age or sex, they were all in search of food. Some came back
with a few pounds of potatoes and rye. Others fell at the roadside,
never to rise again. A few fell victims to the machine-gun bullets an{
shells of Allied fighters patrolling the roads in search of German
transport.

Men and boys between the ages of sixteen and fifty stayed at home
whilst their wives and children struggled along the icy roads to the
north. They could not venture out for the S.D. and the Vehrmacht
were man-hunting. Once caught in the clutches of the German slave
machine it was extremely difficult to get out undamaged and many a
gallant Dutchman did not return.

I had only two experiences of man-hunting.and both were narrow
escapes. In t I managed to get trapped
in a bedroom were searching the house.
Luckily they they passed the cupboard,
behind which wireless set, was standing,



without even opening the door
moment the better.
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The less said about my feelings at that

Three months later I got caught again, this time by the S.S. How-
ever, I only had to put in an hour's digging on a slit trench for them.
By fhat time they hid caught someone else to relieve me, for which I
was very thankful.

In the lulls between the man-hunts my uncle and I spent our time
gathering wood for fuel. At the beginning of the winter there were
ipacious woods. At the end only a few tree sturnps remained, for every-
body gathered wood.

r sawing at a tree in the early morning we
west, the vapour trail of a V-2 shoot up into
later I would think: Now ztlmt piece of good

old England has that one hit?

Then the noisc of our saw would be drowned by the steady roar of a
Spitfire or a Mustang, out on its first sweeP. From then on they would
b6 flying until nightfall. A constant stream of bombers on their wly to
and irom Germany, their fighter escorts and fighter sweeps would fill the
sky. The sound of bombing and machine-gunning was hardly ever out
of our ears during those last few months.

When Spring came we were physically and mentally exhausted.
Thousands had died in the cities alone. Sweden then came to our
assistance and sent us flour and butter. The white loaf we received
every week tasted like cake.

One morning in April I was standing talking to friends when we
heard a plane approaching. I(/e turned to look and there, sweeping low
over the treetops came a Flying Fortress. Its bomb doors gaped and as

it passed overhead I saw several faces looking down. Suddenly the sky'

was full of Fortresses and Lancasters ioining up into formation again
after their food run. And then I realised that these giant warplanes
were this time bringing us life and not death.

.. On May 8th I was out in a Resistance Movement car as an interpreter.
!7e rvere on the main Amsterdam road leading to the east and we knew
that the Allied advance guard was refuelling a few miles further on.
lffe decided therefore to head in their direction.

The road was deserted except for a few German soldiers standing at
the side, their rifles slung on their backs. They looked curiously at us as

we passed. \trile swung round a bend and puiled up quicklR for down
the road came a column of dusty armoured cars, their aerials waving h
the breeze. And I am not ashamed when I say that tears came into my
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\U7e shouted
rned our car
er along the

lVilliam E. Broadley.
( 1e36-3e )

CURSUS TEMPORUM

Against a fleecy rky; 
"t 

Summer's end

Rayleen M. CoJoert (Age 16)

MUSIG IN THE SCHOOL
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The school instrumental work this year has been sound and promises
well for the future. More variety is needed, and as the wartime
difficulty of procuring instruments recedes, we hope that more people
will feel encouraged to take up wind instruments. Meanwhile we must
feel deeply grateful to those who have persevered under considerable
difficulties. In the more conventional field of piano or violin, out-
standingly good work has been done by Mary Balk and Katharine
Procter among the seniors; by Michael Flatow in the Middle School;
and by Charlotte Morgan and Eleanor Marriage in the Lower School.

More than a hundred people have been anxious to sing in choirs, and
the main problem has been to organise so much enthusiasm in the most
useful way. A pattern has now emerged whereby each part of the
school has its own choir. Junior and Fourth Form choirs have taken
paft in the N.V. Essex festival, in school concerts and at General
Meeting, and a good standard of work has been achieved. Senior

R.L.S.

Mr. JACKSON

HE death of the late Mr. Jackson has bereaved us of one of the
most lovable of cats. Though not very prepossessing to look
at, apart from his fine physique, nor very intelligent, Mr.
Jackson was very nice to know.
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to have. Nobody liked her, and, worse still, nobody owned her. This
is the last degree in degradation for any cat, and poor Miss Jackson
knew it.

Thus it came as a great surprise to us when, at the age of six months,
Miss Jackson became Mr. ]ackson. This, we decided, was an occasion
wofth celebrating, and so Mr. Jackson was given to Rachel (not that
Rachel wanted him !). From this day on he never looked back. He
developed mighty shoulder muscles, and a slim waist. He grew taller
and developed a powder puff of a tail. He was now quite outstanding
to look at, with his flat head, large green eyes, and a charming smile.

He had many vices and equally many wives. Every morning he
would come and stand in the Hall and call for someone to feed him.
S7hen fed, he would find a comfortable spot and lie "blotto" all day.
Often in the evening you would meet him slinking over to the local pub,
and he always looked very shame-faced when caught. '$7hen, as some-
times happened, he failed to come home in the morning, we presumed he
had got drunk the night before and was ashamed to admit it.

His definitely inferioriry complex came, I am sure, from the way his
mother treated him. She is old, but she rules everyone with a firm, and
not always just, hand. One of her delights is to wait behind the kitchen
door and, when the other cats come in, to box their ears. Poor Mr.
Jackson must have hated this, but he never stood up for himself.

One night Mr. Jackson lingered too long in the dewy grass, and he
caught pneumonia. Five days later he was dead. I hope he knew how,
at the end, if not at the beginning, of his life, we all loved him.

' "Poor old Jackson ! He is dead.
May my blessings fall upon his head.
The village of Arkesden, now berefr,
Vill have to care for the widows he left !"

lane Morgan (Age 15)

JUNIOR YEARLY MEE,TING

ONDON Junior Yearly Meeting was held again this
year for the first time since 1939. There was a

day on the
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reminded that there have been some who have come to realise the value

of the Meeting.

One point which concerned especially the Senior Group was the lack
of instmaion in Christian teaching in the Society of Friends. We felt
that Young Friends often lacked basic Christian knowledge, and also
that those who regularly attended Meeting might neverttreless not know
much of what Friends believe as a Society. On the recommendation of
th which urge
m to London
th also have
out what the other denominations believed and of experiencing their
services. Those whose parents were Friends tended to be brought up
in the Society as a mattei of course, and not to know much about otler
denominations. In such circumstances birthright Friends might value
their membership less than convinced Friends, simply because for tltem
it was a habit to go to Meeting.

It appeared from their repofts that a feature of the discussions of the
Middle Grotrp was the question of Ministry in Meeting. All seaions
believed that sincerity was what counted most. The type of person who
spoke regularly every Sunday was often less helpful just because of his
regularity. Those who were not good speakers were often the most help-
ful, because tlte messages of the more fluent speakers were incliaed to
sPPear artificial.

Donald P, Simpson (Age 18)

BUILDING DEVELOPMENTS

ITH the coming of each generation at \Walden some
new development unfolds. At the beginning of this
century it was the new gymnasium and swimming bath
which were urgently required. In' 1903 the Physics
Laboratory, , opening off the Boys' Playroom, the
Science Laboratory where the boys' baths now are, and
the Masters' studies were added. In 1912 the

Sanatorium was built to take the place of the old "hospial" situated
over the archway at the Girls' entrance. Before another seven years had
passed the School Committee found theurselves "bound to contemplate
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a 930,000 scheme to make the school efficient" accmding to the
standards of that time. Accordingly in 1922 new classrooms were built
on the old fives courts; the north-facing classrooms on tlte boys' side
were convefted into a washroom and a chemical laboratory, while the
washroom on the ground floor on the south side was converted into
classrooms.

In more recent years the School Hall and the new block of classrooms
on the Boys' Playground have added enormously to the amenities of the
school, and it is difficult for those who only know the school to-day to
imagine how everyone managed in those old days without the additions
to which we are now so accustomed.

ln 1946 the tale is taken up again. The last two reports of the
Inspectors from the Ministry of Education have drawn attention to the
fact that the school has no Common Room for boys and girls. tWith the
development of Sixth Form work, there is an obvious need for more
adequate accommodation for the amount of individual study required
for Higher Certificate. A glance at the kitchens and the rooms nearby
provided for the Housekeeper and domestic staff, will show that ideas
regarding what is necessary have changed considerably since the school
was first opened at Saffron $Talden on August 19th, 1879.

The School Commitee is therefore contemplating first a re-planning
of the kitchen and domestic block and the provision of more modern
cooking equipment. For this purpose plans have already been prepared
by Mr. Hollis, and tenders obtained.

The second step is the desigaing of a new classroom bloc\ to which
some of the teaching now undertaken in the main school can be trans-
ferred, thus liberating rooms in the main block for Common Room and
study purposes. For the building work involved, the Committee has
appointed Mr. Kenneth Bayes to be the Architect. He has already
made a start with a survey of the existing buildings, in order that the
Committee may decide where the new block should be situated, and
which rooms in the main block should undergo a change of function.

The Committee has made a preliminary estimate that €30,000 will
be required for the work, and will shortly issue an appeal for firnds,
addressed to members of the Society of Friends, to Old Scholars.
parents and friends of the School, for help in raising this sum by gifts
and by loans.

regretted by
Opened in
throughout
1944 forces

us to regard the age of entry to the Senior
the School about 70

School as eleven years.
There are at prcsent in children that age.
To enlarge the ]unior School sufficiently to take 70 to 80
impossibility. Therefore, as the children at present in the
pass tlrough, it will gradually shrink in numbers until its

is an
unior School

work comes to
a conclusion. Those who have served it so well all through these years
pay fegl thq deep satisfactiqn of a iob wQU done,
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All these changes mark the coming of a new epoch in the- life.of
Saffron Valden Slhool. May it be one of deeper quality in education

and of closer fellowship for service. 
Howanu DrauoNo

(Chairman of the Committee)

THE KINGFISHER

him.
In a fishbone nest at the end of a narrow, sandy tunnel, sat Pulcruna,

Ona
thought
his first
feathers.

roning branch above the river, perched Aquarex, happy in the
that hl had been able to take food to his familn and warbling
song of the morning as t}re sun shone down on his glistening

G. Rosenberg (Age 11)

GHOST RAILWAY
(with apologies to the author of "Cargoes")

!flhining, screeching engine from the Haunted Station,
Moving on a railway of human bones,
With a carriage load of spectres,
Tall and lean and ghostln
Mysterious nothingness
And shrieks and moans and groans.

D.lones (Age Li)
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MUSIC

tealing

The air rejoices,

ing

y blending,
b

4nd quietln lightly sweeps
On into paradise.

Hellgart Mahler (Aged tS)

THIRTY THOUSAND MILES IN
FIVE MONTHS

when I saw

to see;
At that

way to join

near
watch was
Malta the

was not
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more.

the blue water.'

After seeing dawn break over the Red Sea, I can understand why
this sea was so named. The rising sun, shining through the dust clouds

the heavy swell deposited on deck-an easy way of obtaining one's

breakfast.

During the
days at any p
all our opera
,i** 1q make
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Oastern cities we visited. My impressions are already becoming but
vague memories, but such things as the bartering and bargaining of
goods, and the hundreds of beggars, eastern markets stocked with
everything from a monkey to magnificent silken robes, the plentiful
food, and the terribly depressing low standard of living in India, Ceylon
and the Malay States, stick in my mind as unforgettable experiences-

Tff iff i#tiJ?'l"H' ffi::tiTii3::[x1?
All these formed quite a startling contrast

to the liftle native village of Sabang in Sumatra, only just forsaken by
the Japs as we entered. There everything was deathly still, but for the
parrots screeching in the roof of the jungle, and the rustling of strange,
unknown creatures. There we saw multi-coloured flowers and tall
waving palms, and we had good fun shying stones at the coconuts. The
natives (Dutch,East Indians) were not exactly hostile, nor were they
very friendln but that was not surprising in view of their formei
masters. We found scattered about plenty of evidence of the latter,
abandoned in their haste to get out before we arrived.

. In that type of climate we encountered one of the most interesting
sights I have ever seen-the tropical sunset, which turned both sea and
sky into a kaleidoscope of wonderful colours. I have sat for hours on
the quafter-deck as we pounded through the deserted ocean, watching
the sun sefting, and being amazed by the beauty of it. No technicoloui
6lm can be compared with it.

Dtvro A. Rrrs (t939-42)

Mr. CHAD
Vherever you walk,

Times good or bad,
Somewhere in chalk

You'll see Mr. Chad.
He's always complaining

There's no this or that,
Too many mice, then

!(/ot ! No cat !

!flhen the pubs are all dry,
On the wall will appear

That short, thirsty sentence,
"!7ot ! No beer ! "

When there's nothing to smoke
And all the day drags,

On tobacconist's window comes,
"'Wot ! No fags I "

At a small, one-eyed town
r#here everyone fusses,

Scrawled on the ground is,
" !flot ! No 'buses ! "

By now you'll have seen
His story is sad,

So here's to the day when it's
!(/ot ! No Chad ! "

R.lYaketing (Age U)
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JAPAN : FIRST IMPRESSIONS

After about eight months in India, I got the chance to come to Japan
and as I had never seen the place and the iob seemed a bit more
attractive than sitting around camps until my demob., I went.

This country of Japan ttractive, and is well
worth my efiorts to get is one of the most
beautiful-places I have se d as few parts of the
world can show. Our fir of Kure, near Hiro-

h of water a few hundred
en the islands of Honshu
be about half the islands

nd heavily wooded where
they are not cultivated in terraces that are all made by h1nd and
stretch as far as shelter can be found up the steep slopes. The coast

line around Kure looks quite Norwegian, with numerous fiords and
small towns and villages between the hills and the sea. The road and
railway follows the coast a mountain-side with
concrete supports. There after each of which
rhe scene lobks completely g this coastal line is

engineers the Japs are
practice, but when th

stufi, though some of t
tale that ]aps are mer

no inventive genius, have much to answer for.

This new place of ours, Okayama, lies in more oPen country in one
of the principal rice growing regions of this island, but nowhere in Japan
has one far to go to the hills or the sea. The fields, all cultivattd
laboriously by hand, are very tidy and neatr but the people have to rise
with the sun and work all day long until dark to keep t}rem so. In fact,
the whole country gives one the impression of neatress and great
industry. Cleanliness is very much a virnre of the Japanese, a thing
which strikes us who have come from India as one of the most attractive



555

things about the place. And close to it comes the very great courtesy of
the people. Here every little child thanks you politely if you give him or
her some chocolate or sweets, and every mother will speak severely to
her offspring if he does not conform to the roquired standard of good
manners. One never sees beggars, as the social services are very good,
and the Japanese sense of family responsibility is strong, and the people
are if anything a linle too timid and shy. This is a great change from
India where "Baksheesh" is the battle-cry of every urchin and many a
grown up besides, and where beggars in all stages of decomposition
liner the streets, where the smells are foul and no one works who can
afiord to lie in the shade. In India it was common to see the womeu
slave in the fields while the men were having their siesta. Here, though
the women work hard, at least the men work with them. Altogether
though many things here are strange and unusual to our western eyes,
one knows that these people are civilized, that they have to some extent
managed to blend their old and in many ways very good civilisation with
the new mechanised one that they adopted only such a short while ago.
Though they have adopted our railways and factories they have
managed to keep their country beautiful, without hoardings that scream
at one) without over-industrialized regions, at least in the parts that I
have scen so far. !7ith most of the factories built to blend into the
landscape, they have preserved much of what is worth looking at and

rstill have managed to give the great producing nations some head aches.

I1 is of course not easy for us ro get into touch with the civilian
population, as our "non-frat" rules are fairly strict, and we are not

Military Govemment are, handling this question of the political
education of thc people quire reasonabln much better than it is being
done in Germany by all accounts. The whole task of control here il
course a great deal easier. There never was the chaos that existed in

untry was knocked about a good deal, the
destroyed. The fight was never carried
all the bad things that follow in the wake

9f any conquering army did uot happen here, Furthermore the countq,

,
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is not split areas, completely isolated flop 91c!t
other and Though MacArthur is a little high
handed at ere to such an extent as to make the

flimsy construction, built of wood and great
provocation. Reconstruction is going ls be-
iome available. Even a town like H fame,
where about five square miles are completely flattened, is rising again.
(Everybody ought to have the chance of seeing this place, it would damp
much of that tough talk one reads such a lot about, and perhaps make
people a little more willing to avoid another war.) Everyone takes a

turn at the erection of the home, and it is nothing strange to see the wifc
wielding a hammer and the children mixing cement. Determination
like this might help the building programme in England.

On the whole this place looks not at all the stern and cheerless "ioint"
that we have been led to expect. In many ways it might have come
straight out of the "Mikado." Though many of the men have adopted
European style clothing, most of the women still wear the traditiona[
dress at times, the kimonos made of silk and in many bright colours,
and for work a sort of siren suit like the one Churchill made famous,
also in silk, which despite shonages still is the main dress material out
here. Bright colours are much favoured but in the almost sub-tropical
landscape and brilliant sunlight they do not look out of place. The
children especially are well cared for and dressed very attractively.

Many of the people speak a little English and if one is handy with a
pencil one usually can make oneself understood to some extent. Most
of the Japanese spend all their childhood at school but they have not
much time to learn anything but the three thousand odd characters that
make up the written language. There is a movement afoot to introduce
the Latin characters for writing, and it deserves success. We use them
when we try to leam Japanese and as there are no sounds that are not
found in European languages, it works pretty well. Apart from a few
polite phrases I have had no time to pick up much, but those are
essential if one wishes to get along without too much trouble, as the Japs
pay much attention to good manners in one's dealing with them. If
they are encouraged a little and not treated too high-handedly, they
work with great gusto, and turn out some very good iobs. If they are
told to do something, they do it iust as it ought to be done, and no
labour is too great for them, if they think that they are being treated
reasonably.

Some of our officers, who were in India a little too long, cannot
appreciate that these are different men from the Indian coolies, who
don't mind being shouted at all day. They have tried the big white
chief manner, with the result that all the Japs down the docks decided
they woul{ work no more and went home. After two days of t[r4t g
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more enlightened attitude was adopted and we have had no trouble
;since then.

All these impressions of the country and its people are of course first
thoughts, and I should not be surprised if I have occasion to change
them later, when I get to luow the place more thoroughly. And coming
from India I may be a little inclined to think too highly of habits that
to a man who has not seen something a good deal less good, may seem
very ordinary and nothing to write home about.

lExtract from a letter written by
Henoro Powur, formerly Henno VuNoscsl

(1e35-38)

JUNIOR SECTION
MY PETER

Y you couid
Po ome when
he

huge that
aw him even a ye ze him.
ts of tricks. One place a
"Trustr" he will it until
" no matter how

I would not sell my Peter for all the money in the world.
DianaWeeden (Age 9)

Mrs. TWINKLE'S SHOP
RS.
and
sold
had
she made herself in the little kitchen at rhe back of the

shop_. She:nade you
ate them. There ihat
was live animals, the
buns she made, tlr

Mary Cliff (Age 10)
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AMONG THE HILLS

MONb the hills, across the moor,
How the rain doth Pour and Pour,
Coming down in torrents deeP,
Running o'er the hills so steeP.

Trees are soaked and washed awaY,

And dragged through mud like child at play.
The rain has stopped. Look and stare
At the hills now barren and bare.
But in spring, look again
And see, where barren hills have lain,
To your ioy'tis full of life,
Noi long after the storm and strife.

lanet Nce (Age 9)..-

EDITORIAL BOARD: Gerald Littleboy (President), Arnold Brereton
(E&tor), Margaret G. Yapp (Treasurer), Nina Bailey, Renate Bondi, Donald
Simpson,

MSS. should be addressed to the Editor, and subscriptions (2/6' post free) to'
the Treasurer, at the School,

C.S.V.O.S.A. You are able to join the Old Scholars' Association by giving
your name to Mr. Littleboy (no subscriptions for the first year) before. you leave
ihe School. You will ttren ieceive full particulars of all o.S. functions direct
from tie Secretary.

THE PETSHOP
eyes
w,

?

He iumped up at the shinY glass,

Beseeching me to come inside.
I turned and entered: YelPs of ioY !

Ve left together, side by side.
Pat Litson (Age 14)
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