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two million unemployed in March.

How glad we were to see the end of the Spring Term with its extra-
ordinarily difficult weather conditions, and-its unbroken sequence of
illnels amongst Staff and scholars ! And yet, when compaled with
conditions existing elsewhere, how fortunate we were ! Ve-had not to
cope with flood water; our food supplies were not internrpted; we never
ran shoft of fuel.

Some of our Staff troubles, however, have been carried over into the
present Jslrn-u/s have continued without a Maths. teacher, and for a
month we were without a teacher of English. Our necessity however
provided others in the School with their oppornnity, and byswitching
over subjects and increasing the demands on some of our Stafi, we have
come through to the exam. period in a most gratifying manner. It is in
such a crisis that we realise how excellent and how versatile are the
wives of the martied masters.

There has been an unusually large number of "high lights', this
Term. The occasion when we took our senior orchestra and choir to
Friends House to help in the launching of the appeal for funds for the
Development Scheme, gave the School the opponunity to show how
high a standard has been attained in choral ind instrumehtal music;
$Thitsuntide wittr its perfect surlmer weather, its approximation to pre-
war crowds and catering arrangements, and its wonderful "Valden
spirit," will long remain a vivid memory; General Meeting though
male{ b1'poor weather conditions, again brought hundreds of parents
and friends to meet with us in our work, and to see some of the pioducts
of our academic a&ivities; and finally the senior excursio-n, when
about eighty of us visited Letchworth Garden City, IThipsnade and
St. Albans, was a truly memorable da5 packed with enioyment and
rnstrucuon.

With this issue of The Aoenue comes to an end my own almost un-
broken period of service on the editorial board of the School magazina

FOREWORD
E regret that we had to keep our readers ri,aiting until
tlre end of April for the delivery of the Spring issue of
our magazine. The fault was not ours, nor was it the
fault of our publishers. If blame must be assigned, then
blame all those circumstances that led to more than
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and developrnent in regard to this worttry School magazine.
A.B.

THE AVENUE

HE members of The Aoenue Board have been much
interested in the comments and criticisms which have
reached them in connection with the magazine in general
and the
for and
which h

side the School and would like to take this oppomrnity of expressing

their thanks to those friends bbth for their kind words and for their
suPport.

If there are outside subscribers who feel less satisfied with the
magazine, the members of the Boaqd would welcome criticism from
their also, especially if accompanied by constructive suggestions.

has been raised by 33*%.

The School has been invited to zubmit alternative cover designs; the
to produce articles of the
place will depend on the :

constructive suggestions ma
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WHITSUNTIDE

ERHAPS we owe the success of this \Whitsun partly to the
beautiful weather which lasted throughout the week-end. It
could not have been more favourable, had we arranged it
ourselves,

much difficulty in persuading them ftat the toys, swing-boat and chute
were not for them.

On Saturday morning we made the most of the fact that there were no
lessons. Instead there were tennis tournaments amongst the Old
Scholars to be watched; relay races to be swum, and ice creams to be
eaten. In the afternoon there was a cricket match between the Boys,
XI and the Old Scholars' 2nd XI. In the evening the Old Scholars
and thc Seniors of the School enioyed dancing in the Assembly Hall to
the pleasing rhythm of a local dance band.

Monday began by looking gren but by the time the cricket matches
started the sun was our, and it promised to be yet another glorious day.

After dinner, the presentations to Miss Varing and Mr. Brereton took
place in the Assembly Hall, and then the cricket match was resumed.
This was followed in thc evening by an impromptu entertainment in the
hall.

At nine-thirty--or rather later-the bonfire was lit. The School had
to content themselves by watching from their bedrooms, while the
M.O.D. rvent round seeing to the shutting of all windows-an action

departure of Old Scholars as the cars wcrc driven away, and there
was silence.

Susan Fry, (tlge15)
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Eos.-\tr(Ie regret that we had no one available to describe for you the
memorable scene in the Assembly Hall when the Presentations were
made. The oxcitement reached its climax when the remarkably life-
like donken named as ired
to her coftage, was led rJTe

hope that those of our will
enioy as much as we d sion
printed below.

OLD SCHOLARS SPEECH, 1947
EAR Old Scholars-I think that is the proper way to begin a
speech, but I must confess ver made
one before in my life ! Mr a beauti-
ful speech for both of us, an will be in
the nature of a few remarks r and will

be, I can assure you, a pe
If you will excuse the co
speech at \\/hitsuntide is
weeks beforehan.l ycu ar
fatal day arrives you almost feel like running away and when you are

seated in the dentist's chair or shall we say here in the Hall, you feel the
all over be

bad as I he
ood one he
he gener he

I did without, but now I will have the double pleasure, when I am
cnjoying listening to the wireless I shall also be thinking of the many
kind people who have helped to give it to me.

I
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make castles in the burning logs. And now to finish my rather un-
orthodox speech I am going to recite a small po.* *hi.h exacly
expresses 

-my feelings here this Whitsuntide and I rather expect rh;
fc-elings of some of those who have preceded me and perchante somc
of those who may come after me !

There is nothing half so dreadful,
No mafter what you say,
As a farewell speech at SThitsun;
It fills one with dismay.
For weeks and weeks beforehand,
You think what you will say,
And you make a speech so perfect, .
Charming, wittn bright and gay.
But when you're sitting shiveiing,
And Frank Cadman talks away
Of your deeds, both good and evil
Up to the present day,
Your hands feel cold and clammy,
Your heart is just like lead,
Your throat is dry and parched
And you are filled wittr- dread.
You pull yourself together
And think what you will san
But that speech so perfect,
Has gone clean away.
You stammer and you stutter,
So please be kind and say:
We're sorry for the Matron,
She is in a bad way.
"Ve know she's grateful to us,
Ve know she's glad we're here,
But the words in which to say it
She can't get out f fear.,,
There is a touch of sadness
When falls the eyentide
And the work we love so dearly
Ve must lay asidc.
But the eventide is pleasant,
And beyond we see,
The glory of the sunrise,
Of the Life that is to be.
And changes are important,
And very needful to
Or else there'd be no Progress,
And then what should we do !
And now my speech is ended,
A very good jot5 too !

Most gratefully I thank you,
And say "Kind friends, Adieu.,,
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JUNIOR YEARLY MEETING

was held
went, after
r of meetin
ay mornin

to behave.

it, till it was time to meet at Friends House.

The Friday evening session, after a period of silence, mainly con-

sisted of business such as the appointment of clerks, and hence is of no

great interest. 'We were told that nine Friends' Schools were rePr€-

Iented and if two schools had not been in quarantine all the Friends'
Schools would have been Present.

Next morning we
(poor things) had ha
\Tilfred Littleboy tol
and then we gather
"Christian Citizenship."

For the rest of the moming and the first part of the afternoon, we

were divided into age groups to discuss "Conscience and some of the
difficulties that suriound one's obedience to it." All groups found

between the inner light and conscience.
I difficulty, progress was much better and it
afternoon session had been a great success.

Junio with reports from the groups and a

short pe members of the various schools were
weeded espective staff for the return joumey.

Mr. lfright and Mrs. Little treated us to a sumptious tea, and
managed to bring us to Liverpool Sueet station in good time, so that
even ihat unaccountable person who is always late did not miss the
train. W'e were glad to see the good old school again, including Miss
Spinks who had provided supper for us. Ve had enjoyed an extrernely
useful week-end, and this we owe to the splendid organisation and good
management of our leaders.

Michael Rossmann (Age 17)
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GENERAL MEETING, 1947

HEN two Englishmen meet, their first talk is of the
weather. Unfortunately when two hundred or morc
people met last Saturday, it was not only their talk
whiih became more than a little influenced by the
weather. Unfortunately when two hundred or more
Day was in short extremely wet.

In spite of this, however, the number of visitors was perhaps even
larger than that of recent years. The Assembly Hall was entirely filled
for our rneeting in the morning and more visitors continued to arrive
later in the day.

spectacular pieces.

At the close of the meeting the chairman expressed his welcome to
our visitors and announced the award of leaving scho.larships. Two
firsts were awarded to Renate Bondi and Kathleen Moore, while a

second went to Christopher Hughes. Mr. Howard Diamond next
thanked Miss Ellinor and Mr. Brereton for all the hard work they have
done in the absence of Mr. Littleboy and congratulated them on their
success.

shown by the lively discussion which followed.

Mr. Howard Diamond then spoke to us about the building plans for
the School. He explained briefly that the building is to last over a

number of years and to be divided into three stages, the first of which it
is hoped will be completed n 1952, and he gave an estimate of the costs
of the work.

Next came dinner, after which many of the visitors clad in mackin-
toshes and clutching umbrellas were to be seen splashing their way to
various parts of the School t
work, and cookery. These a
of the regular school activiti
flrt wa$ of a higher $tandard



SPORTS DAY
PART from twelve 6nals of boys' events and a few
preliminary heats, the finals of the Athletic Sports were
held on Saturday,
attended by either

day fortunately r.xr-
The results of the

May
wind

17th, a
or rain.

events given below failed to endanger any record:
nevertheless, some useful times and distances were
recorded, and the result of the competition, which was

the Relay races, whichrun on a House basis, remained in doubt until
were the last items on the progralnme. The final totals read:

Lister 97|- points, Tuke 96| points, Mennell 93 points.

RESULTS
SENIOREVENTS: BOYS
100 yards: I Chesworth (T),2 Hughes (M), 3 Allen (T); ll.l secs.

22O yards: I Wrigley (M), 2 Chesworth (T), 3 Hatch (T); 23.6 secs.

440 yards: I Vrigley (M), 2 Hatch (T),3 Miller (T); 59.2 secs.
880 yards : 1 Hinton (L), 2 Blackburn (T), 3 Bell (L); 2 mins. 22.6 secs.
Mile: I Hinton (L),2 Rossmann (T), 3 Blackburn (T); 5 mins. 24.8 secs.

Hurdles: ! prigley (M),2 Blacklum (T)r 3 Qasquto (T); ll.6 sqcs,
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younger members of the school was shown, which was felt in many
ways to be a shortcoming. Many people were attracted by the exhibits
in the Biology Lab., which showed interesting and enlightening samples
of plant life and some of the observation work which a number of Forms
have been carrying out this year.

There was less needlework than usual but this was due only to the
fact that we have once again been able to start our cookery classes, and
there was in place of the needlewofk a large, varied and extremely
appetising exhibition of good dishes.

Meanwhile, the gym and swimming displays were being given. The
girls gave two performances of their swimming display in order to
provide an opportunity for everyone to see it, while the boys who werc
compelled by the rain to give their display in the gym, had of necessity
to perform three times. The displays, again representative of our
normal school routine, were arranged to indicate the regular work which
takes place throughout the School and thus members of almost every
Form in the school took part.

The afternoon ended with tea for our visitors after which they
gradually began to leave in an even damper condition than they had
arrived, for it was still pouring with rain. Those of us who were left,
however, hoped that in spite of this their spirits were not likewise
dampened. Ifle dared to believe that perhaps this year's General
Meeting, although it had been so wet, was enioyed by everybody,
Indeed rumour has it that General Meeting was once more a very
successful day' 

Doreen Boker (Age rs)
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Long Jump: I Cassuto (T),2 Hughes (M), 3 Dodsworth (M); l7ft. llin.
High Jump: I Hughes (M), 2 Voods (M) and Defries (L); 4ft. 9in.
Relay: I Lrsrnx,2 Tuxr,3 MrNNurr,; I min. 54.6 secs.
Throw: I Hinton (L),2 Defries (L), 3 Vrigley (M); 78yds. 2ft. 8in'

SENIOR EVENTS: GIRLS
100 yards: I Bondi (M); 13.2 secs:
Long Jump: M); l2ft. 5*in.
Relay: I Lts . 57S secs.
Throw: I C. P. Iamond (L); 44yds. Ztt,7in.

UNDER 15 EVENTS: BOYS

UNDER 15 EVENTS: GIRLS
100 yards: I P ); 13.4 secs.
Long Jump : I l2f.t. 4in.
Higf, Jumi: r l| in.
Throw: I M' 

. rft. lllin.
JUNIOR EVENTS: BOYS

High Jump (U.13): Dutton, J. (M), 2 Fairbanks (L), 3 Matthew. (r]i.. 
,Orrr.

High Jump (U.12): I Day (L),2 Duttorl, R.(M),3 Ringer (L);3tt 7Ln.
Relay (U.14): I MrNNErr,, 2 Tuxr, 3 Lrstrn; 61 secs.

Thniw'(U.li): I Cadman (L),2 Dutton, J. (M),3 Clymo (T); 66yds.2ft. 3in.

JUNIOR EVENTS: GIRLS
100 yards (U.13): I G. Hopkins (L),2 C. Moon (L), 3 B. B:1ter (T); 14.4 secs.

80 yards (U.ll): I J. Faith (L), J. Mace (L), 3 A. Grieve (M); 12.1 secs.
Long Jump (U.13): 1 G. Hodge (T), 2 B. Barber (T), 3 E. Yardley (T); 

^.lZft. 2*it.
High Jump (U.13); I J. Rose (L), 2 G. Hopkins (L), S' Pyne (T); 4ft.,O*in.
Relay (U.14): I Tuxr, 2 Lrstrn, 3 MrNNrn.
Throw: (U.i3): I G. Hopkins (L),2E. Marriage (T),3 G. Hodge (T);

4lyds. O*in.

secs.

(L),7lyds. lft. 8in.

CRICKET
LIR season opened with a series of House Matches which gave
rhe boys a fair amount of practice under match conditions and
also afforded a useful guide to individual ability.

$ince then the lst XI have played seven matches, won five,
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drawn one and lost one. This is a good record, especially as the
drawn game was in bur favour and the one lost was a defeat by
only three runs. Several school matches remain to be played, but
whatever may be the result of these games the boys are to be con-
gratulated on their success. There is still, however, a long path to tread
before our cricket becomes what it can become, and it is, perhaps, not
out of place, even in a season attended by sope success, to list those
faults ivhich can be remedied only by long hours of patience and

Practice.

A real spin bowler is certainly needed and boys in the Middle School
might well practice to this end. Hinton has bowled steadiln and Webb
exceedingly well at times.

The brunt of the batting was shouldered by Defries, who also
captained the side with more than average competence. Cassuto,
Blackburn, Brown, Gillctt and Baker all showod ability to scorc runs at
times, and hext season should improve rapidly. Both bowlers
mentioned above also played occasional useful innings, though at thc
time of writing,'lVebb has yet to make the big score his skill warrants.

Fielding has been of moderate quality and, like much of the batting,
has at times revealed lack of real enthusiasm, determination and speed
of movement. These, of course, are mental qualities and go hand in
hand with self-discipline, but given an alert attitude and the real will to
practice through the winter months, we need not lack for even befter
cricket in the years ahead than this very satisfactory season has
b,rought us.

In this connection, mention must be made of the Under XIV team,
who have so far played seven games without defeat. Here, indeed, is
considerable ability and a rich promise for the future. Voods, Cadman,
Dufton, Atkins and Clymo should be batsmen with a future in School
cricket, provided they realise the tremendous demands of patience and
practice that cricket makes on the young player. Of these boys, Woods
is a good captain and a fair wicketkeeper, while the others can all
bowl well. Rosenberg, Robertson, Stern, Vilson, Fairbanks and onc or
two others have not yet played enough to give them experience and
confidence, but they shculd make runs before another season ends.

SUMMARY OF RESULTS

The following have played for the lst XI:-
J. M. Defries (Captain), J. Hinton, D, Vebb, F. Cassuto, J. E. Brker,

M. Gillctt, R, Blackburn, R. Brown, K. Frizzell, D. Brereton, U. Gerstl,
H. Metcyard.
The following have played for the Under XIV's :-

A. S. Voods (Captain), J, Dutton, J. Cadman, R, S, Clymo, M. Atkins,
G, Rosenberg, R. Stern, G. Robertson, R. D. Vilson, D. Fairbanks, S. Roth,
M. S, Frizzell, D. Matthews, R, Dutton, P, Dqnham, M. Scekings, R. Burman,
g, gush, L Coates,
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. E. Joselin, the games
n vain) B. Holmes, C.
vc played their part in

lst XI u-, St. Christopher (h,) Von by 74 runs,
School: 114 for 9 dec. (Cassuto 29, Brown 16).
St. Christopher: 40 (Hinron 6 for 17' Gillctr',.har tr.ick,').

Isc XI v, Old Scholars (h.) Match Drawn.
School: 138 (Defries 75, Blackburn 1B*).
Old Scholars: 67 f.or 6 (Vebb 4 ior 24).'

lst XI u, Newport Grammor School (a.) Von by l5 runs.
School: 87 (Hinton l8).
Newport: 72 (Vebb 6 for 24).

lst XI u. K.E.S. Chelmsford hrd XI (a.) Von by 2 rvickets.
(.E.S.: 6t (Hinton 4 for ZO).'
School: 86 (Qpssuto 24, Blackburn 22*).

lst XI u-. Soham G.S. (h.) Won by 55 runs.
School: 104 (Defries 50). 

-

Soham: 49 (Vebb 5 for'19, Hinton 4 for l0).
.lst XI u..St..Chri.stopher School (a.) I-ost by 3 wi&ets.

School: 24.
St. Christopher: 27 (Webb 5 for 9, Hinton 5 for l5). .

lst XI u^. flarlow College (a.) Von by 69 runs.
School: ll2 f.or 9 dec. (Defriei 49, Blackburn 30).
Harlow: 43 (Webb 4 for 12, Hinton 4 for l2).

Uruler 1^31 1, St. Christopher (Jnder 1J| Qr.) Won by 9 wickets.
St. Christopher: 14 (Dutton. I. O- f'or'fl.
School: 100 (Cadman 7O{.).

Under l4's-v, King's Choir Sciool (h.) Von by I wicket,
K.C.C.S.: 63 (Clymo 5 for'19).
School: 70 Lot 9 (Voods 20, Ati<ins 26).

Under 14's v, Soham G,S. tl_nder 14,s @.) W'on by 7 wickets
Soham: 2l (Dutton, J,6 for 6).'
School: 68 for 5 (Woods 32,t),

Under l4's v. Newport G,S. Under t4's (a) Won by 3 wickets.
\gwport: 27 (Dutton 4 for I l).
School: 3l (Ciymo l4*).

Under I^4'-s v._King's-Choir School (a.) Tied.
Sclogl: 4l (Cadman 23).
K.C.C.S.: 4l (Clymo 4 for 6, Cadman 5 for 9).

Under l_3\ v. St. Christopher School (a.) Von by 3l runs.
Schggl:. 93 for I (Dutton, J. 2'1r., Cadmari 65*).
St. Christopher: 62.

Under I4's v. Soham G,S: Ilnder l4's (a,), Match drawn.
School:_9O for 4 (putton, J. 30, Cadman 40),

Rain stopped play.

The \Phit Monday match resulted ia a win for the combined School end Stafi
XI against the Old Scholars.

School: 109.
Old Scholars: 51.

s Indicates not out.
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VISIT TO CHELMSFORI)

The morning of mgrningl
usually do, anI it ablY cool.

Until ihe iecond le remained

The collection of maps varied considerably in size, age, colour
and condition. Two mfps inside the main door were roughly 10ft. x
16ft. in size and dated aSout 1850. Other mapn, some rough sketches
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source-two ice cream barrows. There a little money was spent and we
proceeded. After exercising our brakes more than the usual number of

ttr7e all th outing, and though I found a little
difficulty in- st, I eventually did it by the simple
expedient of shakes passing over a green counter.

Martin Chesworth (Age 17 )

THE CYCLING CLUB

some of the
come too.
Guild Hall
and is built

The Church is perpendicular in type and very spacious inside. The
organ is big and was built in t704 but was taken to Thaxted much later.
In front of the chancel is a modern wrought iron stella; to the left a
shrine of St. Joan, and to the left a painting of St. peter. At the well
tlere are some tapestries of Rebecca. The roof timbers, and also the
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nave arches are vigor s of angels.and.heraldic

..Uf..". There 
"is between the decorated

North Porch and the h Porch'

This is very unusual, if not unique.

I(/e hope to go for more rycle rides this term, probably to cambridg,e.

Margaret Figg (Age 15)
PamelaSPear (Age 15)

LAUNCHING THE APPEAL
N Friday, fune 6th, the

in an important
School choir and orchestra

took part conceft at Friends House in
T

from
aking part in
the choir and

this concert were over fiftY
others who had been selected

the orchestra, making it necessary for three large

vehicles to be hired for the daY.

After the rehearsal we all had tea downstairs, and then many people

went outside to look at the shoPs or any other attractions, but with the

warning that no ice creams or sweets were to be eaten'

The concert began at six o'clock. There were'between 300 and 400

people present.

Education Council.
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Mr. Howard Diamond told the audience about the proposed School
plans and that he hoped that the f,35,000 needed would have been
obtained before the door of the new classroom block was opened with a
silver key on the 25fth anniversary of the School rn 1952. Mr.
Barrington uThitlow explained how the enthusiastic people could help
by covenanting a certain amount of money for a period of years and
thus benefiting the funds by the return of Income Tax already paid on
income. Mr. Ben Vincent talked about Education. Miss Jennie Ellinor
lvas the last speaker, and although the others "had stolenthe thunder"
she made her speech interesting by talking about life in the School.

After a five minute interval we took our places and began the second
half of the programme by singing "The Stabat Marer" by Palestrina.
Our labours were rewarded, since it was the best performance we had
ever given. This was followed by the orchestra playing the "Branden-
burg Concerto No. 5." This too was a really excellent performance for
a School orchestra, and credit must be given to the soloists, Mr. Osborn
(flute), Miss Ormerod (piano), and Miss Comber (violin).

Lastly we sang the Anthem "The Strife is O'er" which brought the
concert to a grand climax.

ad to say good-bye to our
in our long journey back to
London was not.enough for
their voices became a mere

whisper and had succeeded in putting the rest to sleep.

As cess, ople
were se th ssed
by th d be and
willing to help in the extension of the school buildings, so that the school
can have much better facilities for its scholars and set a high standard
in every department of school activities.

Fuloio Cassuto ( Age 17 )
; -"f1 1ry2g

perhaps the
t Paris, and

"Two recent musical experiences have made a deep impression on
me. In the first, I was one of the large aLdience which liitened with
keen delight to the concert given in Friends House by Saffron Valden
School on 6th June. IJnaccompanied singing is never easy, and a long
work such as Palestrina's'Stabat Mater' sung by many voices in unusual
surroundings, needs much careful training and hard work by all to reach
a high standard. The performance was most satisfying in every way.
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The balance was noticeably good, quality of tone was pleasant and never
shrill, the dynamics were carefully controlled (pianissimos were
excellent) and every singer appeared to be in tune with the spirit of the
work as well as with the notes. And being in tune with the spirit of the
work gives to any performance an unidentifiable character. Bach's

"And so I was left to wonder how this introduction to fine music will
affect the lives of those who participated aad of those who will follow
to maintain and even improve the standard. Such an introduction
opens the door to countless wonders. After school, whatever -your

cireer, you are sure to have an opportunity to join a choir or orchestra.
Don't be too modest to seize the opportunlty and then maybe you will
work at Bach's Passion music and other great works, oratorios or
symphonies, and you will remember your early inspiration at school.

se I was
the large
d Drama
between

the tombs of King Henry IV and of Edward, the Black Prince, who
lived 600 years ago, 200 years before Palesuina. Behind us was the
Archbishop's throne, so old that none can tell its age. Ve looked past
the conductor's head down the whole length of the Cathedral to the
wonderful west window. Vith our orchestra (the orchestra of the Royal
Artillery!) and soloists, we recorded a chorus for the B.B.C. and hope
to hear it sometime. Experiences like that and perhaps even more
worthwhile ones await those who are ready to work in choir or orchestra
and to attend practices loy-ally and regularly. Such are doubly
fonunate if they have been well taught at school and have learned to
love the highest and the best."-Lswls V. HEADLEY'

IMPRESSIONS OF VENICE

F 6ll the remarkable things that I saw in Venice perhaps the
one that impressed me most was the one that made itself
conspicuous by its absence, namely motor and vehicular
traffic. Venice, built on many islands, dissected by canals,
and connected by hump-backed bridges, does not lend itself

to motor transpoft. Venetians uavel short distances on foot, winding
round the tortuous alleyways that serve as shopping thoroughfares, or
if the distance is greater they use the Municipal Ferry that runs to and
fro along the Grand Canal. As a result "speed" is an unknown word in'
a Venetian's vocabulary. The "streets" are nearly always crowded,
mostly with people who are in no hurry to go anywhere. The Ferry
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stops at every two hundred yards and even when it is moving it goes no
more than a genteel five miles an hour for fear that the backwash should
upset a gondola.

So concerned are the authorities that the gondolas should survive that
they have passed a regulation whereby all mechanically propelled boats
have to give way to a manually operated one. This coupled with the
speed limit further restricts what little speed is allowed.

A further remarkable feature of Venice is the exceedingly large
number of palaces, mostly flanking the Grand Hotel. Many were the
private homes of the Grand Doges, the Middle Age rulers of Venice and
in one or two instances the direct descendants are still living in the same
palaces. In Britain such a thing would cause a great deal of comment.
The question whether these houses were fit to live in might cause a stir,
but in Italy where nothing looks as old as it is, all this is taken for
granted.

In the days when the gondolas were the normal method of transport,
indeed the only method, families related to the Doge were allowed to
paint gold bands on their gondola poles and several gondolas still have
these bands although the Doges have long since vanished.

Wonderfully intact though these palaces seem, age and the iirsecurity
of the pile foundations have begun to make themselves felt with the
result that walls are beginning to lean at varying angles. In the hotel I
was staying at, "The Grandr" once a palace, the view down the main
staircase would have shocked a layman let alone an architect or builder,
so much out of tme are the once parallel sides. Carpets bend in what
was meant to be a straight corridor, but the walls are too well covered
to exPose the cracks.

The famous St. Mark's basilica suffers as badly as any from the
movement of its piles. The floor undulates in a series of graceful
hillocks.

In the equally well known square of St. Mark's is the huge campanile,
a bell tower which for the small sum of 6d. can be ascended by a lift and
from whose top most of Venice can be seen. Apparently the campanile
was built after the old one fell in 1910 and the story goes that so little
noise did it make that only those living within 200 yards heard anything
sufficiently disturbing to arouse them from their slumbers.

The square is large and rectangular in shape and by law no
permanent structure may be placed in it. IJThen, therefore, the
Municipal band gives an operatic concert on Sundays they have to
erect a mobile tubular stand without seats-hand rails forming the only
method of support during the 2 or 3 hours of the performance. Like-
wise the audience, deadly quiet (any noise is liable to cause a violent
outburst of hissing and less pleasant expletives), stands the whole time
in a state of trance.
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The same atmosphere of concentration is present at a musical
conceft, such as the one I went to at the theatre. This relatively little
known theatre, over gilded and over decorated, was the model from
which the famous Milano La Scala theatre was taken.

Living is hard as regards such commodities as,butter (12/- per lb.),
sugar (10/- per lb.) and bread, but luxury goodsras they are classed in
Britain, watches and pens, are cheap and nearly every Italian has a good
one of each. Fruit, flowers and vegetables are plentiful and cheap, but
most of the other goods, sweets in particular, are very expensive indeed.
On an average sweets cost more tharl I / 6 for less than a quafter pound,
and they are well swathed in paper, too, so that for the ordinary Italian
they are beyond reach.

Venice, like Italy, is overwhelmed with the football pool craze,
imported from Britain. Vhereas in Britain the forms are filled up in
the privacy of the home, in Italy they are shamelessly filled in on caf6
tables, public seats of indeed anywhere.

Games are played on Sundays since theoretically at least Italians are
meant to work six days a week. It is advisab.le to keep off the stree[s
on Sunday afternoons or else the consequences may be dire. Most of
the population go to the ground (it has no grass, just bare earth) at the
furthermost extremity of the island, or more correctly group of islands.
Entlusiasm runs high and banners may be seen strung across streets
with "Viva Venezia" in huge letters with the other team's name
obscurely hidden in the remote corner in the tiniest print.

Across what is knorrn as the Lagoon lies the world famous Venice
Lidq frequented in pre-war days by the Prince of \Vales and many
other celebrities. This resort has the only stretch of sand in the
municipality, the main city being surrounded by deep water. Sands run
the whole of its eight mile length, but due to the small difference
between high and low tide in the Adriatic much of the sand does not
get washed and is littered with orange peel and paper.

Its atmosphere with its artificially modern cafds and hotels has a
"dead" effect-a complete contrast to Venice, alive and gan and one
of the few towns that I visited in Italy that did come up to expecrations.

Mqrtin Chesworth (Age 17 )

PER ARDUA AD LETCHIOTORTH
WHIPSNADE AND ST. ALBANS
AVE you ever suffered from claustrophobia or hydrophobia?
If so, you are not the people to read this article, and if, in your
unfonunate condition, you dared to travel with the School
expedition to the above-menrioned places, you may nor be'
alive to read this article ! However, this is written for those

a
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of us who still survive, and for those of you who stayed at home and
thought how funny we looked on our return.

another story, but let it suffice that after their discovery both limits and
ices at once disappeared.'
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At the end of s one of which
hastily pressed us again- sou.ght

the icecieam bar a now familiar
buses. There were the inevitable quarrels as to who was making wlom
wetter by keeping his mac on as opposed to shaking-it off over somebody

else, bufwe finafy subsided, com-bld our dripping locks and tucked into
some tea.

after him to drive him off.

lady chapels are excePtionally beautiful.
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Bsbara A. Condor (Age IS)

HIGHWAYMAN'S SURPRISE

From under the rock the highwayman leaped.
"Stand and deliver!" he cri-ed.

The
The

And th in hide.
He sprang from the coach and he cocked both

his guns.
"Reach for the skies !" were his words,

"You'll come now with me

Or you'll end up in iail,
For robbery is no career' 

Hanno simon ( Age 11 )

IT'S A WONDERFUL LIFE
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It all came back to me: I've got to get up early; I'm going to see a film

director; I shall be a film star.

I answered the phone' The operator said, "I have been ringing you

for r.ren minutes.i' I said ?'I am very sorry but I have been gefting out

,fu.a.; If she had had any idea-how cold I was she would have

rung off.

Vell, now come with me into the Film Director's office in Grosvenor

Str..t. ' H.l *"s seated in what looked to be a very comfortable chair

in-tr*, oi a desk. I was on the other side of the desk in not such a

"omfoti"Uf. 
chair. It was very low and it was as much as I could do to

see over the toP of the desk.

a cigarette, and then he Eave me
ost f-ourPence." Then I thought,
be a film star, James'Mason,

good." $[ell, after a very-lengthY
excePt films, he said, "Vell, You

have got the job."

Those six words stuck in my mefnory until I got to the studios' This

was anothcr early morning. I was on the set, dressed and made uP by

.iltrt pro-pt. Ho* one does wish for a 44-hour week!

Vhen I first got to the studios I.was given a dressing room' This

.oornit t.t aside"for the sole PurPose of diessing and undressing'

After a lapse of time of about three minutes,-I went on to.the set'

If ,"V 
"f V".I; *.y interested in what went on between that time and

;h* ,t,ii"j,t".Ja, I wilt write a book.about it. The book will be

onsisting of thrce thousand Pageg
Week-eid." Vell, I went to the

ed in the middle of thc
d for every daY I went.
see a smile on the bank

manager's face.

You merely learn your lines, and then
I understood that in the olden days, at

to cheat bY using their scriPt.
rfi/e did thirry-eight shots of one scene, and it. so happened that the

refreshments cime round in the rniddle of this scene, so I got no

i"ii.tf,*.ttt. I think this was specially arranged' -After a long time

;;;; d.;ia"a it was lunch time. I had decided this a long time

before, but theY wouldn't take
I oossiblv could, onlY to be la

thi studios and the door a

Richard," I called, and somebodY

friend oi mine. I used to helP lt
[s used to helP me'
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The same old stuff went on through the afternoon until 7.20 in the
evening when I went home tired, about six inches shorter, but a film
actor. So look out for me. There is no point in waving to me when you
see me on the screen because I shall not be able to see you.

Cnnrsroprtrn Warr
(1e43-6)

ESSEX JUNTOR JAMBOREE, tg47

After much planning on the part of our patrol leaders the
great day arrived. S/e started off from the School at 2.30 on Saturday,
May 24th, under the leadership of Robin Pawsey, our Assistant Scout-
master, and after a very enjoyable but uneventful iourney we arrived at
Danbury Park at 3.30.

After mgch difficulty we found the camp site allotted to us. The
District Commissioner of the District Camp then introduced himself to
us and offered us a great deal of valuable help.

Tents were soon erected without d allotted
and sleeping bags put out. Then rea all food
for the week-end having been kindly p

Our first big event was at 6 p.m. when the formal opening of the
]amboree took place at the main flagstaff. The flagbreakwas followed
by a speech from the County Commissioner and then there was a
practice for the rally for the Chief Scout who was to arrive next day.

This over we returned to camp for supper and bed at 9.30. Everybody
slept well considering that for many of us it was our first night under
canvas,

Next day wood was collected, fires lit and breakfast prepared, eaten
and cleared away, tents tidied for morning inspection by the District
Commissioner at 10 o'clock.

This went off far better than any of us expected. We were not
criticised at all. By now, however, we were beginning to remember the
things we had inevitably forgonen-clocks, axe, mirror and tin opener
to mention but a few.

At what we thought was about twelve
myself went off to see if we could borrow
thing forgonen) from a friend in the 1st

AST I/hitsun a small group of the senior scouts of the Second
Saffron Sflalden (Friends) Troop were invited to take part in a
County Jamboree, which was to be held at Danbury Park, near
Chelmsford, over the Whitsun week-end.
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discovered to be at the farthest possible corner of Danbury Park.
Casually asking him the time we heard that it was one o'clock. The
Chief Scout was timed to arrive at our camp site at quarter to two. The
run which followed brought back happy memories of sports day the
previous week. Dinner was hastily prepared by the cooks who through
the whole week-end did a grand job considering they were tenderfoots
with very little experience of camping.

By now the flap and hurry had subsided as we discovered every camp
site in the district was also preparing a dinner.

To see the Chief Scout is one of the greatest ambitions of all full-
blooded boy scouts.

As the time drew near the tension grew. The Distria Scoutmaster
rose, all eyes turned to an opening in the trees from which the Chief

sonalities began to
. \Ufith one accord
ces, tore across the
Scotch tartan kilt,

magnificently varnished thumb stick and rows of colourful badges, stood
and talked to everybody in general, but no one in particular. Then he
passed on to other troops and as he passed further from us the cheering
grew less and less audible.

Dinner finished and cleared away, a demonstration of camp games by
expefts followed which was very interesting.

Then came the great event, the rally for the Chief. On three sides of
a square stood the troop flagbearers. Fifty yards away with heads
covered ostrich fashion, lay three thousand scouts from all pans of
Essex. Then at the blast of a whistle forward went the three thousand
yelling at the top of their voices. Just for a moment try to imagine the
noise that three thousand lusty lads can make and you will get some-
where near the noise that arose that Sunday afternoon at Danbury Park.

However up to now luck had been very distinaly on our side, but fate
had to intervene. Firstly an insignificant scoutmaster signalling to his
scouts to get cracking blew his whistle to attract their attention which it
did, but it also was taken for the general charge signal and everybody
charged. Fortunately loudspeakers were in operation and the mistake
was soon rectified.

Our second unlucky incident occurred in the official charge when one
of our number tripped and was nearly trodden into the ground by those
behind. However, the iniuries turned out to be not as bad as was at
first expected.

The next big event was the departure of the Chief. \tr7e lined the half
mile long drive and waited. Presently, after a bugle call, the Chief
came down the drive in a magnificent blue car. For me this was the
grandest experience of the whole week-end, to hear wave after wave
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of cheers coming down the wind and then to see him in his red tartan
kilt, standing in his car acknowledging the cheers. As he passed out of
the gate we realised that this was piobably the end of the freatest event
in our scouting career.

{ey w9 had tea, followed by camp games which will, I hope, prove
useful on future occasions.

At the camp fire the programme was something similar to our end of
term concerts with songs altemated by small troop sketches which were
very good indeed.,

Thus ended a very enjoyable Sunday, and after supper we turned in
to sleep like tops till next morning.

nearly over. u7e had another equally
2 o'clock we went up to the main-flag-
the_Jamboree. This consisted of fla[-
ty Commissioner.

Dinner was soon ov afternoon
enioyed. Then tents eaten and
ready for the return io also uneve
to School to find them Scholars,

Paul Honigmann (Age 13 )

NE,WS FROM THE TRAVELLERS
lFurther extracts from letters receioed from Mr. Littleboyl
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and "meet you at the eagle" is a common Philadelphian phrase, the

meaning of which we now know.

![e came out here to Pendle Hill, an interesting place with
characteristics of both \ffoodbrooke and Jordans. For us this is a period

a
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position different in other subjects. The result is that the American
College B.A. Degree (given after 4 years) is markedly below the English
Degree. In fact the American M.A. appears to be about the normal
English B.A. standardl

I am impressed by the number of bad car drivers in America. \Ve
have had many anxiols moments-not the leagt of them on this trip,
when after sailing gaily past a stop sign, we nrice left the concrete pait
,of the road altogether with one pair of wheels. As the concrete often.
stailds two or three inches abooe the level of the outer part of the road,
this kind of occurrence may result in complications.

Colorado Springs town is on the edge of the plain, and there is
nothing whatever to give the slightest imp.ression- that you are now
6,000 feet above sea level. To the east itretches this interminablc

shapes in the rocks, so that there are now islands, peaks, knife-edges and
all sorts of shapes standing out in the canyon itself. Here and ihere it
is possible to get a glimpse of the. Colorado river at an actual direcr
di3tance of three miles. It looks insigaificant without a telescope, but
by a telescope it is revealed as a turbulent flood, 300 feef wide,
flowing at anything up to 20 m.p.h. and muddy. There is a Govern-
ment measuring station beside the river for calculating the silt. On a.
norrnal day it carries one million tons of silt per day.
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PARENT.TEACHER ASSOCIATION

HIS Association had its first meeting in the Autumn of 1945

and has since met twice a year-in the Spring and Autumn
Terms. No meeting is held in the Summer Term as General
Meeting provides an opportunity for parents to visit the
School.

It has
Lecrure
Library
conversa
formal one.

provision of lecturers, etc.

Subscriptions can be serit at any time to the P.T.A. Secretary at the
School.

Ve gratefully aclnorvledge the receipt of the followlng magazines:
The Abbo*holmian, Beckside, By Rent and Skerae, The Cupola, The
Georgiut, and The Magazine ol the Fimds' School, Lanca:ster.

Enrronrer Boeno: Arnold Brereton (President), Margaret G. Yapp
(Treasurer), Margaret H. Bates, Renate Bondi, Nina Bailey, Martin
Chesworth.

Subscriptions (3/6 post free) should be sent to the Treasurer at the
School.

C.S.V.O.S.A.: Leavers may ioin the Old Scholars' Association by
giving their names to the Headmaster or Headmiqtress before they
fuave-the School. The subscription for the first year is now l/-.
They rvill then receive full paniorlars of all O.S' functions from the
Secretary.



This delicious meal-time
driruk is a food as well

So many meal-time drinks contain no nourishment
at all ! But Rowntree's Cocoa contains protein
(body-building food); fat; and carbohydrate, which
gives energy (in the way sugar does).

OSTNTREE'S COCOE
So grateful, so genial - so GOOD



igger
a

I

igger
ors

The insurance policy that
every tboughtful man takes
out before marriage Beeme
a big one-then.
But as years pees antl his
income risee, his establish-
ment grows. There are
ohiltlren to etlucate, The
whole family has becorue
occustomecl to a fnr bett,er
stantlartl of liviug. The
responsibilities on bis
shoultlers have nrultiplied even faster than his income. Antl
although that insulance policy still gives him a feeling of securit)',
ectually its capita,l srrm u'ould uot keep his fanily, in their
accustomeal comfort for more than two years-possibly not for as
long. Does youlinsurance fit your present responsibilities ? Can
you truly say, when )'ou pey 5'our premiurns, that you aro tloing
your utmost to preserve the security antl happiness of those you
love.
The Frientls' PlovideDt antl Century has many policies, nhich
represent, the u.rost lucrative investment & ma,n cau make with
absolute safety', antl of rvhich he nray reap full benefit in his
lifetime.

llrrile to-day for thc Ficnds' Pmoident and
Ccnlury firoslectus, which cnqbles gou to makc
ctre whal kind ol insuroace is best fitted to your
|resent circ*mstaices atd future nceds.
All olasses ol insurancc ore dealt oith by otr
associale, the Century Insurancc Comlany,
Limited.

THE FRIENDS' PROVIDENT AND
CENTURY INSURANCE OFFICES

N, AOGieOATt fUNDt IXCEEO C25.000,000

aGoiEGATt TNCOHE EXCTEDS €5.000.000

llord O{llcil: 7, L.rd.ahrll ttrert, E.C-!. lt, Chrrlotr. tqurrc, tdlnlur3h. 2.

BLOOM AND SON, SAFFBON WALDEN


