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EDftOR,IAIJ

DE OMMBUS REBUS
E are very
to Carnegi
there. In

atron.
**'r*{.

There is room in this edition for only a brief mention of the
Choir's activities so far this year. We paid our annual visit to



We are very pleased to congratulate

taining a Majoi County Scholarship'
a**

TheEditorialBoardregretsthgf-aulpasilthelastissue,
tut ii you.did not notice it, do not look for it now'

GAMES
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Uniler 15 XI
Of six matches plal'ed, the Under 15 XI has won four. The

9thj. _ty_9, both against tbe strong Bishops Stortford. Secondary
School XI, were lost.

Untler 18 XI
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the wings, both Zeigler and Bennett-particularly the latter-are
much improved players. In the second half of the season much
will depend on them if punch and goal-scoring power are to be
maintained in the forward 1ine.
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The team has shown that they can fight back when losinq,

but once ti t*i"" they have eased ofi when they had a two-goal

lead, thus nearlY losing the match.

CRICKET

lst XI :-Cl1mro, R.; Dutton, J' ; Cadman, J' ; Gerstl' U' ;

Selkings, lt.; Webb, R.; Dutton, R'; Comber, M';
Abrey, G.; Frizzell', M. ; How, M'

lst XI Colours were awarded' to:-
Clyrno, R.; Dutton, J' ; Cadman, J' ; Seekings, M'

1st XI Record:-
Played 12. Won 3. Drawn 5' Lost 4'

Old Scholars 2nd XI : 77 for 6'

5[. Cnti.topher: 49. (Cadman 5 for 19 ; Clvmo 5 for 25)'

Friends School: 25 for 5'
Siri;tt". County High School : 46' (Clvmo 5 for 11 ; Cadman

4 for 11).
Friends Sch6o1: 108 for 6. (Dutton, J', 55 not out; Comber

20 not out).
Soham Gramrnar School: 92 for 7 dec' (Dutton' J'r 4 for 34)'

Friends School: 40 for 5.

Parents XI : 78 (Cadman 7 for 46)'

fti""a.School:'l77lot2'(Cadmanl05notout;Seekings
43 not out; Gerstl 17).

Ca-.-Co. High'Sch. 2nd XI: 36 (Cadman 6 for 12)'

Friends School: 44.

Soht* Grammar School: 88 for 7 dec' (Cadman 4 for 34)'

Frieuds School : 34Ior 7.

The following averages qualify for-mention :-
Tirnes Highest

Batting. Innings. not out. Score' Aggregate'

c"a-*lf . 10 1 105* 222

a;.ki[t,"M. 11 2 43* r44

ir"tt-";f, i. to 1 55* r2t

Aaerage.
24.3
16.0
13.4
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Bouling.
Cadman, J
Clymo, R.
Dutton, J.

Oaers. M'
108
160
85

Auerage
5.5
8.5
9.0

icketsWaid.ens Runs,
2,+2

288
198

26
58
l9

40
34
o9

Under 14 XI
Played 9. Won 2. I,ost 3. Drawn 4.

Colours awarded to J. Skelton and A. Chalk.
As all home matches this year have been played on the Square

the standard of batting has improved. The moit successful tats-
men have been J. Skelton and A. Chalk with averages of 13.7 and
10.7 respectively. A. Chalk, A. Osborn, E. Dunstan and C. Wood
were all successful in one match or another as bowlers. The fielding
has improved during the season, and every member of the team
made at least one catch. Details :-

z. Harlow: 75 for 2-56 (Marriage 35; C. Wood 4 for ll ;
E. Dunstan 3 for 3).

22 not out).
z. Harlow : 62 f.or 5--48 (E. Dunstan 6 for 19, J. Skelton 27).
o. Newport G. S. : 48-51 for 7 (E. Dunstan 3 for 13).
u. St. Faith's: 37-23 for 8 (A. Chalk 3 for 6; A. Osboru 4

for 3).

ATHLETICS
1950 proved to be an excellent year of progress in Athletics as,

in addition to the establishment of five new records in Seniot and
Under 14 events, two School matches were held-both School
victories-and the general standard of enthusiasm and ability
showed a definite advance. Senior Boys' Colours were award.ed
to Honigmann (| mile and ] mile), Fieldgate ($ mile and Long
Jump), Cadman (100 yards ard 220 yards) and Edwards (Cross-
country and mile). Chetsingh and Bennett also ran well in the
sprints. Bidwell, who cleared. 4 ft. 6 in. and established a new
r€cord in the High Jump for Under l4's, received Junior Colours,
as also did Sillitoe for his powerful sprinting, including a new
Under 14 record of 27 ! secs. in the 220 yards. M. Pilgrim equalled
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the Girls Under 14 100 yards record of 13 secs. ; while J. Mabbott
jumped 14 ft. I in. in the Girls Under 14 Long Jump.- Girts'
Attttti"., indeed, continue to make marked progress, not least in

all age gloups
ome excellent
surruner term
(Under 13) ;

and Dunstan, E. (Under 12).

The Mixed Boys and Girls match against Castle Street School
was won very easily by 90 points to 18. Harlow College put |^P
a much hardir fight, finally losing to our boys by 95 points to 63.

1st XI Goal
Left back
Right
Left half
Centre half
Right half
Left wing
Left inner
Centre forward
Right
Right

inner
*iog

Jane Newmau.
Gwyneth Jackson.
Jean Strachan.
Naomi Sargant.
Lindy Rurnsay.
Judy Baker.
Olga Sheeran.
Margaret Pilgrim.
Benita Barker.
Clare Moon.
Elizabeth Rice.

As well as the lst XI we have been playing an Under 15 XI
and have found that in playing Under 15 teams of other schools

we have had some encouiaginglesults, as wheu we drew with the
Perse School
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Under 15 XI
Goal Heather Wright.
I,eft back Ruth Hatch.-
Right back Alison Dawe.
I,eft halJ Saflie Donaldson.
Centre half patricia Cadman.
Right half Ann McGowan.
I,eft wing Jeanetta Mabbott.
Left inner Diana Clavton.
Centre forward. . Janet Rice.
Right inner Jane Goodrich.
Right wing Regina Gosling.

. unfortunately all but two Netbal'matches #ere cancelled
ow,og to unsuitable weather cor and although the res,lts.-f tn::" played were the standird .Trj"i"fthe School tearns has nsiderably.-

On November llt 
-_ ockey XI took part in a tourna_ment in Carrbridge. There were two sections and the i;-XIcrme second in thei

School and beating
the eventual winner
tholSh losing on total points.
aud the sequel to this has been
one member to ng the team to represent the
Eastern Countie vi"siting m"tn"ifa"&s1";;;
Easter Monday ford.

At the end rm the usual Stafi versus SchoolI{ockey match had to-be cancelled owing to th" ."o*, bot t" il;
q1.a9e ule organised a Table Tennis tourniment, *n"" fttart"rs aot
Girls played Mistresses an$ Boys. The Masters 

""a 
Girf. *o-" tynine matches to four. This we followed by a short Stafi veisu's

School singlgs tournament, when the result was four matcnes-iotwo in the Stafi's favour.
There are matches every Saturd.ay, and most Wednesdays,

during the spring tern, so that we are hoping we sharl n"v" rao,lil
able weather conditions and some pleasiig r?surts ttr"p;;# th"next issue.

UIDSI'IUMER, MGHT'S DR,EAM
The following letter was received from Mr. Frank Kendon:_

Drer Mr. MulrruEnv,
I greatly enjoyed " A Midsummer Night,s Dream,, at Safiron

asure of this might be allowed when f sav
dmaster's warning, I missed the last traii
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This brings me to the Pyramus and Thisbe performance before
Theseus and the court. Whenever I have watched this scene
before it has been spoilt by a lack of balance between interest in

Lighting was good, suggesting romance and then brightening
to practical intensity when the action or diction became mori
important than electric atmosphere. The sets were good in that
they were simple. From the right hand side of the audience
Titania's bower was a success, but I'm not sure if those on the left
could have seen her, or at least in a prominent enough place.

One grumble (as the critic is sworn to perfection) : M. N. D.
ought to be rich in snatches and surges of thieady music whenever
the chance comes. The sound of a real violin, or flute, or silver
trumqet, would have been delicious. Here I know I am only asking
for what everyone would have wanted, but that in the limited
numbers and resources of
phone it had to be. But
machine the gramophone
how spurious at the vital

I ceme away fantastically believing that M. N. D. should
always be played by children, who have no reputations to make
competitively. As I said, I missed the train and set out to walk
home. At Duxford some fairy sent a fairy motor-car to transport
me, and I was home by twelve. The next morning it was snowlng.

Yours gratefully,
FneNr KENpoN.

ftom an American Teacher
As one of a hundred and four American teachers occupying

positions in English slhools for the present year, I felt privileged
to have the opportunity to visit your school last terml

rrien ;*l'JT::H: J#:
petg s, and finally to see
adr
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Seeing the presentation of Shakespeare's " Midsummer Night's
Dream " Early iast December was a most enjoyable experience'
Much of the acting was excellent, although at times I had the
feeling that portions of the dialogue were rather mature for some

of thI actor3 to handle-actions and reactions at times did not
or attitude expressed in the lines spokeu'
very effective use of the stage was made,

as well chosen. The lighting, too, was

most efiective. In spite of being rather slow-moving in- pa'rts,

the final act reached a aefightiut clmax, and the cast can be con-
gratulated in creating an excellent evening's entertainment'

either

S'#:
ld bY

ihakesPeare's work is too mature
for students under sixteen or seventein. Also, since schools do

theY attemPt to choose
public would like to see,

oPle can und'erstand and'

This opinion regarding the suitability. of Shakespea-re at the
teen-age leriel is consiantly-under discussion in American educational
circles.

Ilowever, it can be truly said that Safiron Walden School
gave an American teacher a very pleasant and entertaining evening.

Jason Lee Junior High School , LEoNARD W' HolpEN:

Tacoma, Washington, U'S.A.

From a Younger Member of the Cast

Tea a bit earlY. Over to Cro

up clothes. Then You
giease-paint, number ni
to Mr. Whitlow, who wi
and eyebrow blacking. Next,
first start to shiver, not becaus

"""r. 
."*"tning iniide you tells you that in about twenty minutes

;;*i11 b" oo"th" stage, being itared at-that makes your knees

i;;"k, Then, after a-short wait, a procession goes over to the

Green Room.

After about two minutes you hear a lot of " Hush " and " Sh!-
Sh l;;-;;a; sudden hush in 

-tie 
audience, together with the swish
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of the curtains being d.rawn baet. You can also hear the verv
famifisl words you have listened to so urany times in rehearsals-;

" Now, fair Hippoly'ta, our nuptial hour
Draws on apace; four h"ppy days bring in
Another moon."

A11 is quiet behin
see the aridience you f
back to you from lon
goodness !

IJIBRAR,Y R,EPOR,T

_ Once again.the I,ibrary has benefited from the generosity of
scholars and friends of the School. Books have b-een received

b ?ii$ls_-rT:l
P require. The
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owever, that book-tokens (especially
n for their use) are always welcome,
foolproof. C. A. M.

PHOIOGRAPHIC SOCIETY
UR membership increased somewhat during the Autumn
tetm and we finished with nearly twenty (paying) members.
The increase was in the main due to the step we took of

eouippins the Boys' darkroom in full, installing another enlarger
tdere'soih"t th.boys and girls are now on equal footing.

We are indebted to Leonard Copeland Watts, the President
of the Old Scholars' Association, for the kind gift of a 3 in' Zeiss

Tessar lens for the enlarger in the girls' dark room. As this lens
passes much nrore light than the lens at
irom the girls should show a marked rise.
be achievld by working longer hours, f
occupied continuously during the hours
interfere with darkroonr work.

ntre corridor has borne but few
ing the term, but those shown,
made by meurbers, were some

e August holidays. In Particular
Jil1 and Jan Erith acknowledge

pictures. But why do we see so

few good portraits ?

The Society is indebted to the good services of the Curators,
Derek Hosking and Judith Baker, without whose help it would
have been quiti impossible to run the show at all' I hope-that tley
will be abli to ca?ry on their good work next term-but what
about some more members ?

We hope that the value of Photograp.hy.as-a weapon to be used

in overcoming all kinds of problems, was duly impressgd on- visito'.'s
to General Meeting this year. Apart from the " Visual Aids "
lectures given in tLe Assembly Hall (and -without the aid of the
c,mera t[ese would have been impossible), there was ample evidence
in the exhibition in the Biology Lab. of the value of photography
in teaching and in experimental Science.

Mr. Ostiorn's pictures taken on his holiday in Franc-e during
the Easter vacation must have brought to life the people at the
French school with which many of our boys and girls are corres-
ponding; the views taken
of much of Mr. Small's "
the pupils of the school similar
to what is primarily mere work
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notebook gained enormously from the photographic illustrations
included, and Mr. Wright's mundane collection of lantern slides
of mathematical tables was a fine example of photography applied
to reduce the irksomeness of essential learning. Readers may like
to know that Mr. Rogers " gainfully employed " the writer to
make records of the handicraft exhibition the following morning,
as did also Miss Cotterell and Mrs. Rogers on their side, and also
to produce an instructional filmstrip and set of pictures of the
new lathe. The last operation proved so interesting that the
pictorial side of the work ran away with the instructional and the
co-authors are at present too busy admiring their first set of
pictures to set about completing the job.

On the Science side we had panels showing how shutter-speeds
could be measured by rather obscure methods (contributed by
Barry Barber and Richard Clymo) and a most praiseworthy couple
of panels by Mary Sargeant showing an analysis of the technique
of print making and some characteristic curyes of negative
materials. The latter display received special commendation from
a visitor, who is one of Messrs. Ilford's research chemists. I have
no room to elaborate on what he said, and. in any case modesty
forbids. We have no occasion to blow our own trumpet; we
remain content to know our work is good.

Well, an1,way, sometimes. In any case our central corridor
display board is a most efiective corrective for any tendency to
sw-elled head. Long may it remain so. M. L. H.

NATURAL ITTSTOR,Y SOCIETY
N July lst members of " Natch " went for the atlnual outing.
We went to Hatfi.eld Forest, where we took different quad-
rates and sectors and plotted the plants that we found on

graphs. At the end of the day we went on the lake, but no one
managed to fall in, although several members had got rather wet
during the day, owing to the marshy character of some of the
ground.

During the Autumn Term we had one meeting devoted to
short films, on the " Obelia," and the " Development of the Rabbit."
In the next meetinS, papers were read by Heather Wright, Adam
Kendon aud Mr. Beeson. They were all very interesting. Miss
Chanter came from the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries to
give us a lecture on Rodent Control. IIer lecture was illustrated
by a film. Then last, but certainly not least, Mr. Darlington camer
to speak to us. He told us about his recent trip in the weather
ship at Station Item, in the North Atlantic. He told us about
the weather ship system in general, and then of his iutroductiou
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to the weather recorder. He gave us au impression of the crew,
and the voyage out to the station, with special mention of Rockall.
Then he described the things he saw whilst actually at Item, with
emphasis on birds. His talk was very interesting indeed, and it
was noted that attendance was very full, and there were several
visitors.

The main activity of the term was the tedwing watching,
which was held, as last year, on two difierent week-ends towards
the middle of the term. On the last occasion it rained all the
time and hardly anything could be heard, owing to the wind, so the
watching was stopped early.

COIIPLES
HIS is a most engaging subject. Most of us of course find
our friends on our own side of the house, but a small
minority are actively interested from time to time in some-

one on the opposite side. Juniors begin after this fashion: 'A'
writes a note to ' B,' (delivered by ' C'), inviting ' B' to be his
or her couple. Reasons why the invitatiou should be accepted
may or may not be adduced, depending on the greenness of the writer.
The game continues with a written reply ; if the answer is ' Yes,'
the boy and girl are then an accepted couple. Next comes some
banter from the onlookers-though there is a good deal less of
this than there used to be. A problem then looms large, which
is wholly absent when one's best friend is on the same side of the
house, and that is, how to find time and opportunity for the daily
bread of friendship-just chatting together. A couple can walk
and talk on the Avenue or the Field, and at certain times there is
a mixed common-room; but obviously that is not enough in the
winter terms, and equally obviously the School authorities cannot
allow us complete freedom to meet where and when we like; so
a satisfactory solution to this problem-although it only'affects
perhdps a couple of dozen people at any one time-is still to be
found.

Irower down the School, suqh a friendship continues for a few
weeks, perhaps months, until it fades out, or is ended either by a
rude remark when on one's way to the shutter during tea, or by
a dramatic note from one party ' chucking' the othet. Towards
the top of the School, friendships begin and end less formally, last
longer, and are no doubt more to the enrichrnent of both parties.

Amongst the Stafi there is generally an attitude of benevolent
neutrality towards couples. They would say that they have
enough to do without butting into the friendships of the young
(except when the centre corridor is full of obstacles to navigation).
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JUST A TIIOUGIIT
T is n the two rival powers in
therike i?ir ,1* i".? .illl: 

,;,e
doctrine that these claim to uphold.

For a start let us look at their ideas on economics: here they
are similar in that each upholds an extreme idea, and are difierenl
in thalthey.are opposite extremes. In Russia every industry oi
financial project is iontrolled down to the last p"n.,y: *nlft i"
America the motto seems to be " Everyone for himself and the
Devil take the hindermost."

Then let us look at the two views on personal lreedom or
freedom.of ideas. Agairr they are similar in thi.t they are "*t.*"..In Russia you may hold any view 1-ou like as long as you keep
rdeas contrary to the State's opinions to yourself, wh]le inAmeric'a



CHBISTMAS

paths,

ould
bui1d,

Away there in the corner by the hedges'

fun;
in the air,

Form III

TRANSLATION FROM TIIE GERMAN OF GOETIIE

6( }{dhe iler Geliebten "
NEARNESS OF THE BEI,OVED

I think of you when golden sunlight shimmers
I Upon the sea.

I think of you when the pale moonlight glimmers
EnchantinglY.
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I see you when a cloud of dust dissembles
The highway wide;

When the benighted traveller starts and trembles,
The bridge beside.

I hear you when afar with smaller thunder
The ocean roars;

In quiet woods when, listening in wonder,
My spirit soars.

I am with you; however far you wander,
To me you're near.

The sun sinks, soon the silver stars will light me.
Were you but here !

TIIE LARK
fhe wind blows cold and chillr Down the lonely lane;
And yet the lark sings shrill
Above the red ploughed land,
So sweet, so shrill
His long, e-xultant trill
That I must pause and stand,
And listen ih an ecstasy of pain,
Until I quite forget the wind is chill.

EXTR,ACT FR,OM TIIE BIOGR,APHY OF A BUSINESS MAN
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of his nose . ...
Ruth C. Costain, Form VI
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ON IT BY AN ADDICT TO IT

polson1ng.
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mental than tobacco smoking.

mortem will show signs of death from asphyxia'

ACKI{OWT,EDGMEI{TS

EDITORTAI., BOAR,D.

The Editorial Boatd of The Avenue consists of the following:
Edwin Small, Margaret Yapp, Kenneth Whitlow, Naomi

Sargant, Paul Honigmann.
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