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FROM THE EDITOR

I

n 2003, Roger Bush went on record as
wishing to hand over the Old Scholars’
Association Magazine to a ‘new and younger
editor’. He carried on to edit the 2004 issue,
and bowed out after completing the 2005
Magazine. With commendable bravery, Mary
Mileson took on Roger’s responsibilities for
one year only, in order to produce the 2006
Magazine. The 2007 issue, which you are now
reading, is my first.
But who am I?

My education at Saffron Walden lasted from 1952 to 1960, and my life since
then has included printing, magazine publishing, and working with
refugees. These careers were followed (rather late in the day) by a realisation
that I had somehow failed to go straight on to higher education after my time
at the School.
After navigating my way through the UCAS process, I gained a place at
UCL to read Archaeology, and at age 57 joined an intake of school leavers
who were younger than my own children. Having survived many essays,
exams and other challenges, I was awarded my BA in 2002, to be followed in
2005 by my MA in the Archaeology of London.
The Old Scholars Association Committee, in its collective wisdom, has
decided that my next challenging experience should be as your new Editor.
The future of the Magazine however will depend upon the help that you,
the Old Scholars, can give me. It is your Magazine, and all I ask is that you
give me the news and information that will help me to make it a vibrant and
interesting publication.
There are hundreds of you out there, and each of you has a story to tell. I
can get some of your news by trawling the Old Scholars’ website, but there
are many of you who don’t make use of it. To those who don’t (and to those
of you who do), what I’d really like you to do is to get in touch with me
directly.
Please send me letters, send me emails (to richard67gilpin@hotmail.co.uk),
send me old photographs, send me new photographs, send me prints or
JPEGs. Share your lives with those who have gone before you, and with
those who will follow you.
Tell me about your past, and invite me into your future.
Richard Gilpin, March 2007
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THE PRESIDENT FOR 2006 AND 2007
As Old Scholars will be aware, the Association normally elects a new
President each year, the only exceptions having been during the
First and Second World Wars, when the President served
a two-year term on three occasions.

Will Weinman, as he was known
when at the School, is Professor of
Psychology as applied to Medicine
at the Institute of Psychiatry in the
University of London.
After leaving FSSW in 1963 he
spent a “gap” year in various flats in
London with Malcolm Pim and
Arnie Wilson experiencing life in
London in the 60s and planning
what to do next.
He decided to study Psychology,
which at that time was nothing like
as popular as it is now, obtained a
place at the University of Reading,
and graduated with an honours
degree in 1967.
Following clinical psychology
training at the Royal Free Hospital,
he then completed a PhD at the
Institute of Neurology prior to
taking up a lectureship at Guy’s
Hospital Medical School in 1974.
For many years he has been
teaching about psychological aspects
of health and illness to medical
undergraduates and doctors in
different specialties, and to
postgraduates in health and clinical
psychology.
The core focus in this work is on
the patient’s perception of illness
and treatment, and the ways in
which this has an impact on

A

s members of the Association
will also be aware, we are not yet in
a Third World War, and we must
fervently hope that our
Government’s overseas adventures
do not escalate to that stage.
We do however have a President
who is currently serving a two‐year
term. How has this come about?
The answer is that the Constitution
of the Association demands that we
have a President, but on this
occasion it has proved impossible to
nominate and elect a new one within
the allowed time limits.
In this perilous situation cometh
the hour, cometh the man, and his
name is John Weinman.
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blues and jazz venues in central
London.
Through the years, Will has tended
to keep news of his successful career
to himself, and it is to his credit that
he wears his learning lightly. He has
been a member of the Old Scholars’
Association since leaving the School
in 1963.
One of the traditional functions of
the President of the Association is for
him or her to give the Presidential
Address, but it did seem to be
unnecessarily onerous and unfair for
Will to have to do this twice in
succession, purely as the result of
being persuaded to serve a two‐year
term. He did not therefore give an
Address in 2006, and that is why
there is no record of it in this year’s
Magazine.
Will has agreed to give his Address
in 2007, and this means that readers
of the Magazine will have to contain
their impatience until later this year.
A potential benefit however is that a
two‐year President will have had
twice as much time as normal to
prepare it, and we will all be able to
look forward to enjoying an address
that could be twice as good as usual.
Richard Gilpin

different aspects of heath care
delivery and outcome.
He is a Fellow of the British
Psychological Society and has played
a major role in the development of
academic and professional health
psychology in the UK. His main
research areas are cognition and
health; communication and decision‐
making in health care; stress, wound
healing and recovery from surgery;
and self‐regulation and self‐
management in chronic illness.
Will was the founding editor of
Psychology and Health: an International
Journal and has edited and written a
large number of books, chapters and
research papers in the new and
rapidly growing field of health
psychology.
He has been married for almost
thirty years to MaryAnne and has
two children: Anna, an English
teacher, and Jonathan, a post‐
production film editor.
He lives in Muswell Hill , which is
sufficiently close to (Arsenal fans:
stop reading here) his beloved Spurs
to allow regular visits to home
games. He is also able to indulge
himself in the many cinemas and
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FSSW Old Scholars
Are you in the dark when it comes to
the School and your Year Group?

If so, the OS Magazine is the answer:
It’s your magazine, and it will keep you in touch with
the past and the present, but it can only do so if you
provide what goes into it.
Please send me news and photographs of you and
your friends, your family news (hatch, match and
despatch), and your memories:
by post to 67 Coleraine Road, London SE3 7PF,
or by email to richard67gilpin@hotmail.co.uk.
Contributions by 31st December please
Richard Gilpin (1952-60), Editor

Naomi Sargant (1933-2006)

6

OBITUARY
Naomi Sargant (1933-2006) FSSW 1941-1951
Professor Naomi Ellen Sargant, educationalist and social reformer,
died from cancer on 23rd July 2006, aged 72.

N

aomi Sargant, born in London
in 1933 into a politically committed
family, was one of the most
distinguished adult educators of the
post‐war era.
Her father was Tom Sargant, later
to become first secretary of Justice,
campaigning for the rule of law and
against miscarriages of justice, and
her mother Marie Hlouskova was
active in the wartime Czech
government‐in‐exile. Having been
brought up in such an enlightened
family atmosphere, her political
sense was further developed in the
unique educational environment of
Friends’ School, Saffron Walden.
She went on to Bedford College,
London, where she was active in
national student politics while
reading for her BA in Sociology, and
after spending twelve years in
market and social research she
joined Enfield College of
Technology as a senior lecturer. It
was here that she discovered her
enthusiasm for the provision of
further education to students from
all parts of society, and particularly
to those who had not been able to
follow the classic school‐to‐college
route.
She served on Haringey Borough
Council from 1964 to 1968, where

she was Chair of the Children’s
Committee, and where she was
active in improving the conditions
in children’s homes.
In 1969 good fortune (and ability)
led Naomi to be in at the beginning
of a truly ground‐breaking
educational institution, the Open
University, where she was a
formative influence during her
twelve years up to 1981. It was here
that she was appointed Professor of
Applied Social Research and became
Pro‐Vice‐Chancellor (Student
Affairs), the first female Pro‐Vice‐
Chancellor in Britain.
The direction of her career then
changed when she joined the newly
created television station, Channel 4.
Between 1981 and 1989 she was
Senior Commissioning Editor for
Educational Programming, in which
capacity she was responsible for
ensuring that 15 per cent of the
channel’s output was of educational
value. She commissioned
programmes that were clearly
educational, but her imagination
ensured that they could not easily be
placed into conventional categories.
She was also involved in setting up
the Open College and the Open
Polytechnic.
7

many other responsibilities,
including serving as Chair of the
Great Ormond Street Hospital for
Children NHS Trust from 1997 to
1999.
She was a Fellow of the RSA, a
member of BAFTA, an Executive
Member of the National
Organisation for Adult Continuing
Education, Chair of the Open
College of the Arts and, in
recognition of her work in
educational television, was admitted
in 1996 to the Royal Television
Society’s Hall of Fame.
She was also happy to give her
time and wisdom to the School as
one of its Governors, and wrote a
short piece for “The School On The
Hill” describing the Couple System,
which could be seen as a
characteristic feature of the
coeducational culture that was part
and parcel of life for many at FSSW.
In memory of Naomi, this article is
reprinted opposite.
As an academic she used her
formidable intellect to push forward
the theoretical debate about adult
learning, while her development of a
completely new kind of educational
television programming remains as
a monument to her time as a
broadcaster.
Naomi’s work laid the foundations
for many of today’s mainstream
programmes, dealing with a
kaleidoscope of subjects, from
history and archaeology to
consumer rights.
She died of cancer on 23rd July
2006, conscious and lucid to the end,

In the seventies and eighties
therefore, she found herself in
positions in which she could not
only refine and develop her views
on lifelong learning, but more
significantly she was able to put her
ideas into practice.
During this period, while working
from 1975 to 1977 with the Council
for National Academic Awards,
Naomi also pioneered the principle
of credit transfer between the OU
and the polytechnics, and from 1977
to 1983 she was Chair of the
Planning Committee of Richard
Hoggart’s Advisory Council for
Adult and Continuing Education’s.
This had been set up by Shirley
Williams in order to bring the
worlds of adult learning and
vocational education closer together,
and Naomi led the Council’s work
on future trends, with the first major
national detailed studies on adults’
experiences of learning. Her
thinking was crystallised in her
report, “Continuing Education: from
Policies to Practice” (1982) which
included a particularly important
recommendation, which was to set
up local learning centres to provide
a collegiate environment for adult
learners.
She was also Chairman of the
National Gas Consumers’ Council
from 1977 to 1980, a member of the
National Consumer Council and a
member of the Commission on
Energy and the Environment.
After leaving Channel 4, Naomi
worked mainly as a consultant and
writer on the media and lifelong
learning, but found time to take on
8

McIntosh, Lord McIntosh of
Haringey, a son, David, from her
first marriage and two sons, Francis
and Philip, from her second.
Richard Gilpin

working her way through a list of
visitors to see and issues to sort out.
Her first marriage to Professor
Peter Kelly ended in divorce. She is
survived by her husband Andrew

A service in Naomi’s memory was held on January 11th at St John’s, Smith
Square, Westminster. There was hardly a seat to spare as around four
hundred of those who had known Naomi during her remarkable lifetime
gathered to remember her. Many tributes were paid by family and
colleagues, and these included contributions from Jeremy Isaacs and David
Puttnam. The occasion, which combined warmth with solemnity, was a
demonstration of the stature she had achieved, and confirmation of the
respect and affection with which she had been held.
Richard Gilpin

The Couple System
‘Being a couple with…’ was the way in which our personal relationships
with individuals of the opposite sex were legitimated. I do not know when the
couple system started, but it was in place the whole of my ten years. Its
results are clearly recorded in photograph albums. Nowadays, sociologists
might recognise it as a form of self‐regulation, and it was clearly accepted
both by individuals and the wider school society and almost certainly ensured
that such relationships were kept within bounds (there were no pregnancies).
Its pattern in my time was that (usually) a boy wrote a letter to a girl,
asking her to be a couple with him. If she accepted, they would spend spare
time together – walking up and down the Avenue at recess and after meals,
sitting together in the Library, using the far side of the playing‐field for some
privacy in summer or sneaking into the darkened dining‐room on winter
evenings. Especially, they would enjoy Saturday evening dances.
Some relationships were ephemeral, some longer lasting and some
culminated in marriage. Conventional barriers were broken in the sense that
a girl in the Lower 5th could be a couple with a boy in the Upper 6th and,
more unusually, a boy in the Lower 5th was a couple with a girl in the Upper
6th. Being chucked, the term for ending the relationship, did cause some
grief, but mainly my memories of my many partners are very friendly (and it
was quite special to meet some of them again at the 1995 reunion).
Naomi Sargant, 2002
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OBITUARY
Roger Buss (1934-2006) FSSW 1945-1951
Roger Michael Buss, archivist for the Old Scholars’ Association,
died on 22nd December 2006, aged 72.

R

only ensured continuity of the
Archive through careful
management of its resources, but
also did a tremendous amount of
work for the School in retrieving
information from it. He made use of
the Archive when putting on
exhibitions at Reunions, and created
a “Calendar of the main events in
the history of Friends’ School”. This
is accessible on the School’s website
at www.friends.org.uk/school/
history/rb~history.doc). In The
School on the Hill he wrote a chapter
on the “Principal Building
Developments 1879 to 2002”.
In later years Roger had to contend
with the problems presented by his
Parkinson’s disease, but for a long
time was able to remain
independent. At his funeral service
at Cambridge Crematorium he was
described as a quiet man, who stood
up for his beliefs and was not afraid
to speak out and make his opinions
known.
He will be greatly missed by Old
Scholars, the School, and of course
his family.
Roger’s wife Judith sadly died a
few months before him, and he is
survived by his children Jeremy,
Jessica, Andrew and Michael, and
by the next generation of
grandchildren.

oger Buss, born in Ilford in
November 1934, started at Friends’
School Saffron Walden shortly
before his eleventh birthday, and left
in 1951 while he was still sixteen.
He trained as an architect and joined
Fulham Council, but continued to
develop his qualifications, gaining a
diploma in Town Planning and a
Master’s degree in Highways
Engineering.
In the early 1970s, Roger and his
family moved back to the his native
Essex, eventually settling in Saffron
Walden. This enabled two of his
children to attend FSSW, but
moving to Saffron Walden took him
and his family many miles away
from his elder brother Philip. He
was also now two hours by train
from his work in the Planning
Inspectorate, and this meant that for
many years he saw rather less of his
own family than he wished.
When he retired, he developed his
hobby of woodwork, and spent
much of his time on projects that
were ambitious, but which were also
meticulously designed, planned and
carried through to completion.
For several years he was a member
of the OSA Committee, and from
1996 he was the Association’s
Archivist. In this capacity he not
10

MEMORIES OF OLD SCHOLARS
Iain Coates (1934-2006) FSSW 1945-1950

I

ain and I met before he came to
Saffron Walden, where I had been
sent to the Junior School in 1942.
His father, Harold, and my mother
Phyllis, were both members of
Watling Friends Meeting, and we
grew up in the North London
suburbs of Edgware and Stanmore.
So, though I went on to Bootham in
1948 and Iain stayed put at Walden,
we never lost touch. During the
holidays we cycled everywhere: to
Stanmore Common, to a private lake
off Stonegrove, where, through local
Friends, we had access to a leaky
rowing boat, and even as far afield
as my grandparentsʹ house at
Hertford. And then, after National
Service, when we started work in
London, we were not far apart – Iain
joining Castrol in Marylebone Road,
where his father worked, as a staff
photographer, and I, a little further
east in publishing and then
journalism. We had a shared
interest in London and its buildings.
Iain studied architecture, but had
then switched to a career as a
photographer, in which profession
he joined another friend and
contemporary from Walden,
Michael Gee (FSSW 1945‐50). His
jobs over the years included
commercial work (I remember an
hour spent holding an empty
camera up for him while he shot the
lights of Piccadilly Circus reflected
in its lens!) plus assignments as stills
11

photographer on such notable films
as The Man who would be King. In the
1970s he was involved in tape‐slide
presentations (while video was still
in its early stages these had cost and
other advantages over film) and he
came to show one ‐ needless to say,
on London – to my employers of the
time at the Department of the
Environment. And of course he was
both guest and photographer at my
wedding to Helen in 1961. Thirty
years later, when we celebrated our
anniversary in Selsdon, he was
again there to take the pictures.
He was a great walker and
climber. He and his wife, Margaret,
had a cottage for some years in
Snowdonia, and indeed it was in
North Wales that he died, on a visit
to friends there. But this was after a
disabling illness had severely
restricted his movements and put an
end even to the charity walks that he
took part in for the Brent
Samaritans, a charity he and
Margaret keenly supported.
Only a month or two before he
died we had exchanged letters on
the new developments at FSSW. He
was worried about the plans, fearing
that not enough would be spent on
necessary repairs and restoration of
the old buildings that we both
remembered. I have his last letter in
front of me, and itʹs worth quoting:
ʺEven in our day the school was a
rather messy complex with facilities

thereʹs more people to be housed
and limited space available.ʺ We
agreed, though, on one thing, as he
added: ʺIʹm with you 100% over the
act of vandalism that closed off the
gallery in the Dining Hall. If thatʹs
resolved then the whole operation is
worthwhile!ʺ
We gathered at Golders Green
Crematorium to see him off. Stirring
music filled the Chapel ‐ Handelʹs
Music for the Royal Fireworks and
Tchaikovskyʹs 1812 Overture – the
latter something I remember Iain
and I playing, with Richard Sturgeʹs
kind permission, on the wind‐up
gramophone in his study on rainy
weekend afternoons. The previous
year Iain had written to me after my
motherʹs death to say that he would
like to go out with accompanying
fireworks. And so he did:
afterwards in his and Margaretʹs
back garden at Goldhurst Terrace a
Scottish piper played and a
ʺprofessional rocket volleyʺ was
released into the Hampstead sky.
Thatʹs style ‐ which he always had.
Roger Bush (1942‐1948)

such as the Hall, Biology Lab, Gym
and swimming pool either detached
or out on the edge. The new Junior
School, Performing Arts Centre, 6th
Form Centre and Boarding House
will add to this lack of cohesion, but
it canʹt be helped and if it produces
better educated students well, so be
it. At least they can do some
maintenance work on the original
building – it looks shabby and
tired...ʺ… I had written to him that I
had my doubts about planning
permission predicated on quite such
a high density development in order
to finance the schoolʹs plans, but he
was more philosophical: ʺ Iʹm not
too worried about residential
density. Properly designed housing
areas can support a surprising
number of people without the
feeling of overcrowding ‐ an
example is the Victorian terraces
where we live: an average of 6
people per house extrapolates to an
amazing number in a few hundred
yards but, except for parking
problems, thereʹs no feeling of
congestion. Itʹs a fact of life that

Renate Kilgarriff FSSW 1944-1947
and Muriel Markham FSSW 1941-1946
another, he looked round Europe
for employment and was offered a
position in this country.
After leaving Friends’ in 1947,
Renate attended Bedford College, a

Renate Kilgarriff (Bondi 1944‐47) was
born in Dassau in Germany in
1929. Her father was Jewish and the
persecution began when the Nazis
came to power. Losing one job after
12

Fulvio Cassuto, Renate Kilgarriff and Muriel Markham

went to see Gerald Littleboy to say
that she had two daughters who
would like to come to the School. To
her horror, there were no vacancies,
as so many people were seeking
places for the same reasons. But,
kind man that he was, he found
room and Muriel and her sister
Hilary Halter (Hockley 1941‐47) both
joined the Friends’ wartime
family. Muriel loved her time at the
School and spoke fondly of it
throughout her life. With her
husband, Henry, she ran an art
gallery in the West End of London
until retiring to Israel twenty years
ago. She had become increasingly
frail in recent years but her happy
memories of FSSW stayed with her
almost to the end.
Pictured with Renate at the
Reunion of the Wartime Generation
in 1995 are Fulvio Cassuto and
Muriel Markham (Hockley 1941‐46).
Sadly, Renate and Muriel died
within a month of each other earlier
this year (see Family News).
Hilary Halter (Hockley, 1941‐47)

women’s college attached to the
University of London – it was not
easy for girls to find university
places at that time. Having
graduated, she applied for a job at
Quaritch, the West End antiquarian
booksellers, but it was Raymond
Kilgarriff who got the job.
However, another vacancy
became available a few months later
and she was offered the
position. After working there
together for a time, they married,
moved to St Leonard’s on Sea in
Sussex, had four children and
founded their own antiquarian book
business. She always held FSSW in
great affection and returned once
more for the reunion in 2002.
Muriel Markham (Hockley 1941‐46),
on the right of the photograph, was
born in Willesden, northwest
London, and moved, with her
family, to Saffron Walden in the
summer of 1941 to escape the
bombing. Having found a suitable
house in Borough Lane, her mother
13

Iorwerth John FSSW Staff 1956-1974
OSA President 1984-1985

I

orwerth John, who died in
February, was a kind, gentle man,
and an excellent teacher. Born and
educated in his home country of
Wales, he did not immediately go
into teaching. His first job was as a
management trainee with United
Dairies, and as a conscientious
objector he spent the War in
Cardiff’s Dockland, where he led a
Pacifist Service Unit. He came to
Saffron Walden in 1956 and has
described how refreshing and how
civilised he found it.
As one of his pupils I have to say,
without casting aspersions at other
members of staff at the time, that I
found Iorwerth himself to be both

refreshing and civilised. At one time
he was Form Master for my year,
and having only recently arrived at
the School he was keen to establish a
rapport with his charges.
His way of starting this process
(not an event Cyril) was to ask us all
over to his home in Ashdon for tea
one Sunday afternoon. An
exhausting cycle ride uphill was
followed by a bonding occasion that
none of us will forget. He stayed on
in Ashdon until a few years after his
retirement, when he moved to
Headington, Oxford.
Richard Gilpin

John Bell FSSW 1936-1941

J ohn Bell died in November last

served in this capacity for three
years.
It was while he was at Saffron
Walden that he met his future wife
Ruth (Steven 1936‐40), and they in
turn sent their two sons Jonathan
(1962‐69) and Colin (1964‐71) to the
School to continue the tradition.
Richard Gilpin

year. Following his five years at the
School he went into agriculture,
specialising in chick production and
poultry husbandry. He was self‐
employed in woodworking until
1991 when he retired and was
invited to join the School’s Board of
Governors. In 1994 he became Clerk
of the Board of Governors, and

There has not been enough time to include full obituaries of Iorwerth John or John Bell
in the 2007 Magazine, and it would be helpful if contributions could be sent to the
Editor for inclusion in the 2008 issue.
14

CRICKET
Report on the School v BATS (Old Scholars) cricket match
held on 20th May 2006

T

However, just as it looked as if
BATS might just make their
way to their 139‐run target,
Nick Batcheler, the School’s PE
teacher, bowled an excellent
spell that restricted the BATS’
response to 125 for the loss of 8
wickets.
After a shortened day’s play in
thoroughly inhospitable
conditions, the School won for the
second year running.
Thanks go to Nick Batcheler and
the School for all the arrangements,
which created the foundation for
another excellent day’s competitive
cricket.
Scores were:
School 138‐6 (Druchen 64, McDowell
30, Smith 10; Hills 3‐19, Whitfield 2‐
39).
BATS 125‐8 (Lamborn 35, Johnston
24, Pim 22, Clapperton 16; Batcheler 4‐
9).
The School won by 13 runs.
BATS have become something of
an Old Scholars institution, but as
with any sporting body they need
fresh blood. They are keen for new
players to join them, so if you would
like to join BATS for the 2007 match,
to be held at the School on Saturday
19th May, please contact Martin
Lamborn on 01494 721006.

he annual game between
BATS and the School took place
this year in cold, windy and at
times rainy conditions: a day
for thick sweaters and gritty
determination. Despite the
weather, a 30 over match was
completed.
With a McDowell playing for
each side, the School won the toss
and elected to bat first on an
uncertain wicket.
Simon Clapperton, captaining the
BATS team, opened the bowling
with Guy Willis and Danny Hills,
but the School scored steadily
through Druchen and McDowell.
Other bowlers used by BATS in an
effort to contain the School batting
included Whitfield, Moody, Barber
and the other McDowell. BATS
succeeded in sending six of the
School’s batsmen back to the
pavilion, but by the end of their 30
overs the School’s score had reached
138.
In reply, Tom Johnston and Martin
Lamborn opened the batting, but
found that the wet pitch made it
difficult to score quickly. After they
were out, Malcolm Pim hit an
excellent 20 runs off one over before
perishing valiantly, and Simon
Clapperton also scored well.
15

An idyllic scene as BATS play once again at Broadstone
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FAMILY NEWS

BATS TOUR 2006

BIRTHS
26th July 2006
26th September 2006

T

GOLDEN WEDDINGS
18th June 1956

WRIGLEY ‐ COMBER: Edwin Wrigley (1941‐48) to
Ruth Comber (1940‐48) at Friends Meeting House,
Northfield, Birmingham.

21st July 1956

WILLIAMS – MILFORD: Alan Williams to Brenda
Milford (1941‐47) at St Marylebone Registry Office,
London.

RUBY WEDDING
27th August 1966

FRAENKEL – LANGMAN: Peter Fraenkel (1953‐60)
to Anne Langman at Littlebourne, Kent.

DEATHS
10th February 2006
28th March 2006
8th June 2006
23rd July 2006
26th July 2006
19th August 2006
14th October 2006
3rd November 2006
15th November 2006
22nd December 2006
29th January 2007
1st February 2007
21st February 2007
23rd February 2007
1st March 2007

BATS started their annual tour in 1967, and were still going strong
in the summer of 2006 — forty years later...

BROWN: to Joanne and Simon Brown (1981‐88),
twins, Jeremy and Sarah.
CORLESS: to Josa‐Marie (Wehrfritz 1981‐88) and
Steve Corless, a daughter, Lucy Marie.

HOWARD BARRITT (1934‐40)
JAN WHITE (Hopkins 1958‐63)
EDITH FRIEND (Gillett 1932‐38)
NAOMI SARGANT (1941‐51)
REGINALD PEARMAIN (Staff 1942‐44)
IAIN COATES (1945‐50)
VALERIE MIMS (Vickery 1945‐48)
JOHN T BELL (1936‐41)
CHARLES LOXTON EDWARDS (1917‐22)
ROGER BUSS (1945‐51)
RENATE KILGARRIF (Bondi 1944‐47)
M ELIZABETH PUMPHREY (1931‐39)
IORWERTH JOHN (Staff 1956‐74)
MURIEL MARKHAM (Hockley 1941‐46)
HELEN KNOWLES (Burgess 1966‐71)
20

prevented from pressing home
our considerable advantage.
BATS 205 for 8 dec (Moss 46;
Johnston 43)
Lymington 156 for 7
Match Abandoned as a draw

his 40th year landmark South
Coast Tour represented a
tremendous achievement by a
hard core of OS who left FSSW
in the early to mid‐1960s, and
who have continued to defy
the ageing process by making
the annual pilgrimage to
Hampshire and Dorset in ʹactiveʹ
participation.
We were honoured to welcome
our contemporary and current OS
President/ Will Weinman, who
was present on the Monday. We
were unable however to persuade
him to don the customary
whites.
At Lymington on Monday 31st
July, the BATS Cricket Club
innings got off to a steady if
unspectacular start, and a solid
base was then established by
Tom Johnston and Will Moss in a
partnership of 68 for the 2nd
wicket.
The middle order all contributed,
3
ensuring that a respectable
total of
205 was reached before the teatime
declaration.
Lymington in reply showed no
great urgency, and with wickets
being picked up at regular
intervals, a BATS victory looked to
be a formality. Unfortunately, the
weather closed, in and we were

On arrival at Bashley on Tuesday 1st
August, it became evident that the
pitch had been affected by the
overnight rain, and it was touch and
go as to whether or not we would be
permitted to use the main square.
Fortunately, the track had dried out
sufficiently to allow a delayed start,
and there was a certain degree of
relief that we had avoided
banishment to an alternative all‐
weather surface.
The home side launched a
distinctly hostile but wayward
barrage of deliveries at the BATS
openers, and the scorer noted that
the first 10 runs were all extras.
Simon Clapperton and Ben Livings
amassed 56 runs for the 2nd wicket,
thereafter Malc. Pim was in ebullient
mood and his 41 included 34 in
boundaries. Top score of the innings
was ‘extras’ with 50, and under the
circumstances and with the slowish
outfield, a 200 runs target was felt to
be reasonable.
Despite a century opening stand
from Bashley, BATS stuck to their
17

yesteryear (who does? Ed), he
acquitted himself well in the field
and very little seemed to get past
him. BATS have normally had no
trouble in scoring heavily at
Broadstone, but this year was an
exception. Keith Dancer had a
painstaking knock, scoring 65 (9
fours) in just short of 2 hours, but he
received minimal assistance from his
batting partners. Only Johnston and
Dan Hills reached double figures;
the latter having been promoted to
No 7 displayed a technique
undiminished by the passage of
time.
Realising that insufficient runs
were on the board, an assortment of
bowlers were utilised. All of them
were treated with belligerence
bordering on disrespect, and we
sustained out heaviest ever defeat at
this venue.
BATS 135 for 6 (40 Overs) (Dancer
65)
Broadstone 138 for 1(17 Overs)
Broadstone Won by 9 Wickets

An immaculate nudge to leg by Danny Hills

task, and highlighted by some
accurate bowling and surprisingly
un‐arthritic movements in the field,
our hosts were made to work hard
to get the necessary runs.
BATS 199 for 8 (40 Overs) (Pim 41;
Clapperton 28; Livings 28)
Bashley & Rydal 201 for 3 (37.5
Overs)
Bashley & Rydal Won by 7 Wickets

The 2006 tourists were:
Simon Clapperton; Keith Dancer;
Mark Glassbrook; David Hills;
Graeme Johnston; Martin Lamborn;
Ben Livings; Andy Marshall; Steve
Moody; Andrew Moss; Neil Pack;
Malcolm Pim; Paul Queenan and
Sabelo Rawana.

Broadstone Cricket Club, one of
BATS original tour fixtures, are a
Club who have over the years
progressed both in terms of playing
strength and clubhouse and ground
facilities. It was especially pleasing
on Wednesday 2nd August to press
Sabelo Rawana and Paul Queenan
into active service, both of whom
were making their first appearances
for BATS for many years.
Sabi purchased a pristine new kit
for the occasion, and despite not
cutting the same sylphlike figure of

It was a most convivial evening,
attended by tourists and their
partners principally from the early
days of BATS, which culminated in
informal reminiscences of many
characters and experiences,
supplemented by old photographs,
which continued late into the night.

Unfortunately, the festivities had a
distinctly adverse affect upon our
abilities to perform on the pitch the
following afternoon, and in this case
the score says it all.
Clavering 238 for 5 dec
BATS 89 All Out

BATS CRICKET CLUB FIXTURES 2007
Sat 19th May

v School XI

at FSSW

Start 1.30 pm

Sun 17th June

v Clavering

at Clavering

Start 2.30 pm

41st TOUR
Mon 30th July

v Lymington

at Lymington

Tues 31st July

v Bashley & Rydal at Bashley

Start 1.30 pm

Wed 1st August

v Broadstone

Start 2.30 pm

at Broadstone

A poster outside Chichester Cathedral
advertised lunchtime concerts,
announcing that: “Sandwiches may be
eaten”.
Underneath someone had scrawled:
“So don’t go if you are a sandwich”.

On Saturday 17th June 2006, BATS
held a 40th Tour celebratory dinner
at The Cricketers, Clavering, and
this event preceded our annual
fixture with the village side.
18
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FAMILY NEWS

BATS TOUR 2006

BIRTHS
26th July 2006
26th September 2006

T

GOLDEN WEDDINGS
18th June 1956

WRIGLEY ‐ COMBER: Edwin Wrigley (1941‐48) to
Ruth Comber (1940‐48) at Friends Meeting House,
Northfield, Birmingham.

21st July 1956

WILLIAMS – MILFORD: Alan Williams to Brenda
Milford (1941‐47) at St Marylebone Registry Office,
London.

RUBY WEDDING
27th August 1966

FRAENKEL – LANGMAN: Peter Fraenkel (1953‐60)
to Anne Langman at Littlebourne, Kent.

DEATHS
10th February 2006
28th March 2006
8th June 2006
23rd July 2006
26th July 2006
19th August 2006
14th October 2006
3rd November 2006
15th November 2006
22nd December 2006
29th January 2007
1st February 2007
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BATS started their annual tour in 1967, and were still going strong
in the summer of 2006 — forty years later...

BROWN: to Joanne and Simon Brown (1981‐88),
twins, Jeremy and Sarah.
CORLESS: to Josa‐Marie (Wehrfritz 1981‐88) and
Steve Corless, a daughter, Lucy Marie.
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The 1957 and 1958 year groups are not the only ones to have discovered
the joys of meeting many years after leaving the School.
The Editor takes a look at some other groups, and reveals that he has had
personal involvement in one year group in particular...

I

with each other for a very long time,
and it was the 2002 Reunion that
encouraged them to set up their own
informal meetings and reunions.
My own year group (1960) had not
needed such a stimulus however, as
a number of us had been enjoying
our own reunions for a number of
years before the Tercentenary.
Nothing was formally organised,
there was no structure, and there
was no official membership. It was
just a loosely knit group of people
who got together with others from
the 1960 year, plus occasional
imports from other years. Lunch at
one of our homes was usually the
focal point, arranged on an ad hoc
(or for lovers of German wines, add
hock) basis, although on one
occasion, a number of us combined a
visit to the Savoy Theatre with a
convivial supper at a bistro in
Covent Garden.
How many more such groups are
there out there? Probably quite a
few, but unless other OS follow Ian
Warlow, we may never know, so
please get in touch, not just with
each other, but also with the OS
Magazine!
Richard Gilpin

t sometimes takes a bit of effort to
put pen to paper, or in this more
technological age to conquer the
feelings of inertia when confronted
by an empty computer screen, and it
is therefore especially gratifying that
Ian Warlow has leapt with gusto
over the hurdle of apathy to share
his news of the activities of years
57/58 with readers of the OS
Magazine.
Ian is of course not the first Old
Scholar to go into print in this way.
The 2005 issue of the Magazine
included an article by Mike Turnbull
about the activities of the “1961
intake” (an alternative approach to
the conventional grouping based on
the year in which A levels were or
were not taken) whose members had
been inspired by Tom Robinson’s
famous May 1996 Reunion, and on
another page there was an account
of the 1972 year group’s reunion/
retreat at Charney Manor,
Oxfordshire.
The 2003 issue, which covered the
September 2002 Tercentenary
Reunion also included a description
of a gathering that weekend of the
1961 year group, at which Danny
Hills was sandbagged into becoming
President.
Clearly, many members of many
year groups had not been in touch
24

NEWS OF OLD SCHOLARS
This section of the Magazine depends upon you the Old Scholars.
If no one contacts me, there can be no news to print.
Please send any information about you and your friends to me
so that in 2008 News of Old Scholars will be more newsy.
After years travelling the world managing international hotels, Toby Allen
(1952‐1958) now lives with his wife Lita in Honolulu, Hawaii. He still comes
back to England to see his widely scattered family and (occasionally) other
OS. His email address is tobyallen@hawaii.rr.com.
Tessa Brown (Staff 1976‐1988) writes that she has been undergoing
treatment for cancer, but that this was caught so early that no chemo or
radiotherapy was needed.
Giles Croucher (1989‐1991) is now married and has returned to Suffolk,
where he is enjoying what he describes as “the slower pace of life”.
Adrian Drummond (1973‐1975) writes from Kansas, USA, that he is now
developing an insurance agency, which appears to be “considerably less
stressful” than any of his previous endeavours.
Kate Fuller (1981‐1987) has advised that she changed her address “several
years ago”. Well, better late than never I suppose. Details in hard copy of
magazine.
Kate Grillet, on behalf of Christophe Grillet (1938‐1942) writes that he has
Alzheimers which has developed slowly over the last 12 years and he is now
much less able to attend gatherings and be with large groups of people, so it
is unlikely that he will come back to the school again. She is sure that
Christophe would like to contribute in some way, as the Friends were so
good to him when he arrived from France in 1938 and his two sons Andrew
and Simon attended in the 60s. Even with little comprehension now, he still
finds their old joke, calling Saffron Walden ʹSuffering Boredomʹ hilariously
funny. That name is also one that has become lodged in his mind as a good
and special place. If anyone can think of a memorable way that he could give
something to the School, Kate would consult the family and set something
up.
Jon North (1957‐1964) has moved abroad and has asked to be removed from
OS mailing lists. If OS wish to contact him they will need to log onto his
website www.mnjenfrance.eu.
John Toplis (1959‐1966) has left dentistry after thirty‐six years but remains in
Australia, working with his son Oliver developing a financial services
business. His email address is john.toplis@hotmail.com.
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YEAR GROUP REUNIONS
During the past four years, and following the great reunion of
September 2002, a number of Old Scholars from the year groups 1957
and 1958 have been getting a great deal of satisfaction from meeting
on an occasional basis.

W

e had left FSSW over forty
years ago, and our focus on new life‐
styles, careers and families meant
that we had largely lost touch with
each other. Some of our friends had
moved to distant parts of the globe,
and this further increased the
problems of keeping in contact.
The 300 years anniversary event
however proved to be a wonderful
catalyst for renewing friendships
from long ago, and with fresh
enthusiasm born out of the sheer
pleasure of seeing, and even
recognising, old friends, we
exchanged addresses and email
information. Contacts were
continued and it was agreed that get
‐togethers would be arranged at
least once a year.
We have gradually been able to
extend our active contact list by
means of the Old Scholars Magazine
and web sites, and we have
benefited from the work of fellow
group members. While it has been
good to catch up with our
contemporaries, it has been a
particular pleasure to meet their
partners and friends, and it is they
who have helped us to broaden the
scope of our conversation from the
constant and rather predictable ”do
you remember…..” type of nostalgia.

Some of this harking back has been
quite amusing, but two of the great
gifts that were bestowed on us by the
school were the arts of making
conversation and of being able to
enjoy comfortable social contact. We
are constantly astounded by the ease
with which we have been able to
find pleasure in each other’s
company: it has been almost as if we
had never been away. Perhaps the
good food and wine has also been
contributing to the relaxed
atmosphere of our gatherings!
Arrangements for our periodic get‐
togethers have been largely informal,
and have usually been centred upon
a dinner party at some mutually
convenient location. In the last two
years we have managed to organise
successful weekend reunions on the
Norfolk coast, using a format that
included one or two key meals, but
without any detailed agenda for the
rest of the time. This formula of
lovely scenery and seafood seems to
have brought out the best in most of
us.
One of our friends also – bravely –
organised a barbecue at her home
recently, and some of us have been
able to meet friends from overseas
when they have from time to time
found themselves in the U.K.
22

A dinner in Norfolk in July 2006, attended by Peter Reader, Sasha Wilson, Peter Mercer,
Elspeth Baily, Jane Gibbs, Bill Rowntree, Jo Higgs, Richard Higgs, Ian Warlow,
Edith Reader, Roger Baily and Marian Mercer.

What we would now like to do is
to contact many more of those who
are in the 57/ 58 year groups, so if
any Old Scholars who have lost
touch and would like to find out
about our further plans (or if they
simply just want to say “hello”), Ian
Warlow would be happy to receive
an email from them at
ianwarlow@blueyonder.co.uk.
Ian Warlow

We do not have an organised
structure for our group, and this
may be a reason for its success so far.
Many of us have helped to set up the
events and arrange venues and
bookings, and this avoids a situation
in which one person is lumbered
with all the work and ends up seeing
it as something of a chore.

23

YEAR GROUP REUNIONS
During the past four years, and following the great reunion of
September 2002, a number of Old Scholars from the year groups 1957
and 1958 have been getting a great deal of satisfaction from meeting
on an occasional basis.

W

e had left FSSW over forty
years ago, and our focus on new life‐
styles, careers and families meant
that we had largely lost touch with
each other. Some of our friends had
moved to distant parts of the globe,
and this further increased the
problems of keeping in contact.
The 300 years anniversary event
however proved to be a wonderful
catalyst for renewing friendships
from long ago, and with fresh
enthusiasm born out of the sheer
pleasure of seeing, and even
recognising, old friends, we
exchanged addresses and email
information. Contacts were
continued and it was agreed that get
‐togethers would be arranged at
least once a year.
We have gradually been able to
extend our active contact list by
means of the Old Scholars Magazine
and web sites, and we have
benefited from the work of fellow
group members. While it has been
good to catch up with our
contemporaries, it has been a
particular pleasure to meet their
partners and friends, and it is they
who have helped us to broaden the
scope of our conversation from the
constant and rather predictable ”do
you remember…..” type of nostalgia.

Some of this harking back has been
quite amusing, but two of the great
gifts that were bestowed on us by the
school were the arts of making
conversation and of being able to
enjoy comfortable social contact. We
are constantly astounded by the ease
with which we have been able to
find pleasure in each other’s
company: it has been almost as if we
had never been away. Perhaps the
good food and wine has also been
contributing to the relaxed
atmosphere of our gatherings!
Arrangements for our periodic get‐
togethers have been largely informal,
and have usually been centred upon
a dinner party at some mutually
convenient location. In the last two
years we have managed to organise
successful weekend reunions on the
Norfolk coast, using a format that
included one or two key meals, but
without any detailed agenda for the
rest of the time. This formula of
lovely scenery and seafood seems to
have brought out the best in most of
us.
One of our friends also – bravely –
organised a barbecue at her home
recently, and some of us have been
able to meet friends from overseas
when they have from time to time
found themselves in the U.K.
22

A dinner in Norfolk in July 2006, attended by Peter Reader, Sasha Wilson, Peter Mercer,
Elspeth Baily, Jane Gibbs, Bill Rowntree, Jo Higgs, Richard Higgs, Ian Warlow,
Edith Reader, Roger Baily and Marian Mercer.

What we would now like to do is
to contact many more of those who
are in the 57/ 58 year groups, so if
any Old Scholars who have lost
touch and would like to find out
about our further plans (or if they
simply just want to say “hello”), Ian
Warlow would be happy to receive
an email from them at
ianwarlow@blueyonder.co.uk.
Ian Warlow

We do not have an organised
structure for our group, and this
may be a reason for its success so far.
Many of us have helped to set up the
events and arrange venues and
bookings, and this avoids a situation
in which one person is lumbered
with all the work and ends up seeing
it as something of a chore.

23

The 1957 and 1958 year groups are not the only ones to have discovered
the joys of meeting many years after leaving the School.
The Editor takes a look at some other groups, and reveals that he has had
personal involvement in one year group in particular...
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NEWS OF OLD SCHOLARS
This section of the Magazine depends upon you the Old Scholars.
If no one contacts me, there can be no news to print.
Please send any information about you and your friends to me
so that in 2008 News of Old Scholars will be more newsy.
After years travelling the world managing international hotels, Toby Allen
(1952‐1958) now lives with his wife Lita in Honolulu, Hawaii. He still comes
back to England to see his widely scattered family and (occasionally) other
OS. His email address is tobyallen@hawaii.rr.com.
Tessa Brown (Staff 1976‐1988) writes that she has been undergoing
treatment for cancer, but that this was caught so early that no chemo or
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Giles Croucher (1989‐1991) is now married and has returned to Suffolk,
where he is enjoying what he describes as “the slower pace of life”.
Adrian Drummond (1973‐1975) writes from Kansas, USA, that he is now
developing an insurance agency, which appears to be “considerably less
stressful” than any of his previous endeavours.
Kate Fuller (1981‐1987) has advised that she changed her address “several
years ago”. Well, better late than never I suppose. She is now at 206 The
Whitehouse Apartments, 9 Belvedere Road, London SE1 8YR. Her email
address is kate.fuller@conservatives.com and her mobile number is 07774
159362.
Kate Grillet, on behalf of Christophe Grillet (1938‐1942) writes that he has
Alzheimers which has developed slowly over the last 12 years and he is now
much less able to attend gatherings and be with large groups of people, so it
is unlikely that he will come back to the school again. She is sure that
Christophe would like to contribute in some way, as the Friends were so
good to him when he arrived from France in 1938 and his two sons Andrew
and Simon attended in the 60s. Even with little comprehension now, he still
finds their old joke, calling Saffron Walden ʹSuffering Boredomʹ hilariously
funny. That name is also one that has become lodged in his mind as a good
and special place. If anyone can think of a memorable way that he could give
something to the School, Kate would consult the family and set something
up.
Jon North (1957‐1964) has moved abroad and has asked to be removed from
OS mailing lists. If OS wish to contact him they will need to log onto his
website www.mnjenfrance.eu.
John Toplis (1959‐1966) has left dentistry after thirty‐six years but remains in
Australia, working with his son Oliver developing a financial services
business. His email address is john.toplis@hotmail.com.
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As well as Editing Ski+board for the Ski Club of Great
Britain, which celebrated its centenary in 2003, Arnie
Wilson (1955 and 1960‐63) is also the author of several ski
books. These include the Thomas Cook International Top
50 Ski Resorts; Ski The World; The World’s Top Ski
Resorts; and Snow Crazy. He has not always been a
powder hound however: fifteen of his earlier years were
spent in television, ten of them as a news and current
affairs reporter.
At the age of thirty he had only skied once before, when he
was in his teens, but a friend who edited a ski magazine
asked him to go to Switzerland. He is now somewhat
embarrassed by his gung‐ho approach on that occasion,
when he failed to give the snow the respect it deserved, and as a result suffered an
injured body and a somewhat bruised ego. This episode failed to put him off
skiing however, but for a time the sport was a leisure pursuit, and not his primary
activity.
In 1986 all this changed when he joined the Financial Times, and discovered
that what had earlier been no more perhaps than a passionate hobby had moved in
and taken over his life. He started writing a skiing column for the newspaper,
and his commitment to all things snowy carried him on and off piste, across thin
ice and through thick powder for twenty years.
In 1994 he took part in the Financial Times Round The World Ski Expedition,
which found its way into the Guinness Book of Records: 365 consecutive days of
skiing in 240 resorts in 13 countries; 3,680 miles on skis; and a total of over 4
million vertical feet descended. In his words at the time, “we ski any time, any
place, if necessary. At midnight, at dawn, in a field, off a cliff. If there’s snow, we
ski it. If there’s not, we find it. If we can’t find it, we ask someone to make us
some. Our daily priorities are simple: breathe, eat, and ski.”
He has enjoyed some wonderful adventures in the mountains of every continent,
and now estimates that he has experienced the delights of more than six hundred
resorts. This has led him to the conclusion that there is no experience on earth
that compares to being high in the mountains with a few close friends, being
shepherded down huge, sunny and silent snowfields by a caring and skilful
mountain guide.
“On those magical days when the sky is cloudless, the space is infinite, and the
mountains stand out in jagged gigantic magnificence. The snow is perfect, and
the sun warms the chilled mountain air. Merely being there can be quite a
mystical experience.”
More information about Arnie, his books, and the articles he has written (over
250 and counting!) can be found on his website, www.arniewilson.com.
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In the past, the dormitories of FSSW were famed for their iciness, but Arnie
Wilson needed greater cold than that. He is now Editor of the Ski Club of
Great Britain’s magazine, Ski+board, and in 2006 he came back
to sample the slopes of Mount Pleasant...

N

ever let go (of your
childhood).
On New Year’s Eve, thrown
together at an impromptu dinner
party (our delightful but slightly
unlikely hosts were the singer James
Blunt’s parents, with whom we
share close mutual friends) I met an
academic from the medical world,
and mentioned the name of the
FSSW Old Scholars’ president John
Weinman to him. He knew
instantly who I was talking about.
“Professor Weinman?” he said. “Yes.
Met him a few times. Rather a
serious chap.”
I laughed. Serious? Are you
kidding? I recalled the happy years I
had spent at Walden with John,
known as Will or Wilf to his mates.
Will and I were close, and shared a
goonish sense of humour. We’d visit
the local cinema together
occasionally, especially if there was a
good X‐certificate film on like
Frankenstein, and each of us would
do impressions of Karl, the tragic,
hobbling hunchback assistant who
helped Frankenstein bring his
monsters to life. This was followed
by Peter Sellers impressions after
we’d seen him in a rather nasty film
with Adam Faith called “Never Let
Go”. There were illicit outings to

Fitch’s café (out of bounds) and the
local chip shop. We’d kick a ball
about together. (John was a useful
footballer too, and a keen Spurs
supporter). There were lots of
laughs. John Weinman, serious?
I rang John to report my chance
meeting with a fellow academic, and
he also had a chuckle. But then he
said: “But I can do serious”. This got
me thinking. About the child in us
all. And how easy it is to slip back
into childlike mode when you meet
your old schoolfriends.
For my sins, I rarely visit Walden
these days – indeed, sadly, I am a
lapsed member of the OSA ‐ but it
says something about the school
that, almost 50 years on, I am still in
touch with many of my old Walden
chums – including Will, of course.
By a strange coincidence, I am also
close to David “Dan” Hills, who, as a
curly‐headed 12‐year‐old ran rings
round me in a house football match
when I was in the first form. Five
years later, he and I were both
regulars in the 1st XI football team (a
successful year, as it happens, when
we managed to beat our traditional
foes, Soham and Newport – the latter
on the day we thought the world
might be coming to an end during
the Cuban Missile crisis!).
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By sheer coincidence, I moved to
Haywards Heath in West Sussex 10
years ago and discovered that Dan
was a near neighbour. A retired
headmaster, and like John Weinman,
a recent Old Scholars’ President, his
great hobby is gardening, and Dan is
now our regular gardening
consultant (he’s very good at it) and
is not too proud to do the odd bit of
weeding.
It was Dan who persuaded me to
revisit Walden last summer after a
gap of 10 years or more. He made it
very easy for me, collecting me in a
rather smart motor car and driving
me all the way. I arrived to a typical
rather melancholy but poignant
Walden scene: grey clouds scudding,
wickets tumbling, just a handful of
windswept spectators, the same old
cricket pavilion (if it has seen better
days they were days in the very
distant past) and the same old sights
and smells, especially in the dining
hall.
Before the match we met in town at
the Eight Bells, and inevitably
chatted about the good old days.
Malc Pim (himself shortly to retire),
Graeme “Tom” Johnston (who will
never retire), John Weinman, Martin
Lamborn, Guy Willis, “Capability
Hills” of course (my chauffeur) and
the rest.
And of course we all reverted to –
if not childhood – at least teenage‐
hood. Was it that we actually
became scholars rather than old
scholars again? Did we all
genuinely have that childlike streak
in us all the time, which was
heightened when meeting old
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schoolfriends?
Either way, it occurred to me that
it’s no bad thing to retain some of
those elements of youth ‐ and that
the Friends’ School Saffron Walden
experience we’d all shared was
perhaps instrumental in helping us
avoid old age – or at least the
mentality of old age.
That very morning, John Weinman,
in his keynote speech to parents,
scholars old and new and friends,
had rather charmingly told current
scholars that becoming a professor
didn’t mean you’d been a swot at
school. Indeed, he explained, when
he was at Walden he’d been
something of a day‐dreamer –
“dreaming of girls and football” or
something like that, with no real hint
of looming academia. I can certainly
vouch for the fact that he was no
swot – and a constant source of good
humour. Occasionally, even back in
the early 60s, he “could do serious”.
But to those of us who knew him
then – and still do – he was and is a
hugely entertaining and funny guy
who just happens to be a professor.
What a shame the academic I met
on New Year’s Eve didn’t spot that.
Maybe I’ll have to get the two of
them together over a pint at the
Eight Bells this summer. Then, who
knows, my New Year’s Eve dinner
companion might contemplate
sending his children to Walden.
In the meantime – never let go of
your childhood.
Arnie Wilson

Old Scholars present on 20th May 2006 included:

Bailey, Roger (1950‐55)
Barbanell, Ann
Barbanell, Derek (1936‐45)
Beeson, Lenon (Staff 1950‐56)
Bertram, Mark (1955‐60)
Bonner, Paul (1989‐94)
Buss, Roger (1945‐51)
Capella, Leo
Chapman, John (1967‐72)
Chapman, Thérèse (Roxby Bott
1956‐63, Staff 1967‐70)
Condick, Noel T (1956‐63)
Dickinson, Carey (Hingston 1972‐79)
Good, Adrian (1961‐69)
Grigg, Geoff (1961‐67)
Groves, Louise (Burke 1989‐1996)
Haigh, Pauline (Goddard 1938‐46,
Staff 1950‐54)
Hamling, Mollie (1957‐62)
Hartley, Ben (1987‐94)
Holmes, Martin (1945‐55)
Hugall, Martin (Staff 1972‐)
Jones, David (1942‐49)
Joysey, Anita (1970‐75)
Kemp, John R (1937‐40)
McGowan, Margaret
Meyer, Michael (1961‐68)

Mileson, Mary (Noyce Staff 1952‐55,
1963‐2003)
Mileson, Tim (1969‐76)
Moody, Steve (1968‐71)
Palmer, Jane (Evans)
Phillips, John (1974‐79)
Pim, Malcolm (1960‐63)
Prince, Jayne (1993‐95)
Ratford, Jo
Rogers, Julia
Smith, Kate (Davison 1975‐82)
Spencer, Christopher (1962‐69)
Stubbs, Jean (1928‐36, Staff 1956‐81)
Tulk, David (1956‐63)
Turnbull, Jack (1933‐35)
Turnbull, Mike (1961‐68)
Turner, Andy (1956‐63)
Watson, Margaret (Pilgrim 1943‐54)
Watson, Tony (1944‐55)
Wedd, Graham (1943‐54)
Weinman, John (1957‐63)
Westerhuis, Sarah (Watson 1982,
Staff 1990‐)
Wilson, Arnie (1955, 1960‐63)
Woolgar, Jen (1989‐96)
Wrigley, Edwin (1941‐48)
Wrigley, Ruth (Comber 1940-48)
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humour. Occasionally, even back in
the early 60s, he “could do serious”.
But to those of us who knew him
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hugely entertaining and funny guy
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As well as Editing Ski+board for the Ski Club of Great
Britain, which celebrated its centenary in 2003, Arnie
Wilson (1955 and 1960‐63) is also the author of several ski
books. These include the Thomas Cook International Top
50 Ski Resorts; Ski The World; The World’s Top Ski
Resorts; and Snow Crazy. He has not always been a
powder hound however: fifteen of his earlier years were
spent in television, ten of them as a news and current
affairs reporter.
At the age of thirty he had only skied once before, when he
was in his teens, but a friend who edited a ski magazine
asked him to go to Switzerland. He is now somewhat
embarrassed by his gung‐ho approach on that occasion,
when he failed to give the snow the respect it deserved, and as a result suffered an
injured body and a somewhat bruised ego. This episode failed to put him off
skiing however, but for a time the sport was a leisure pursuit, and not his primary
activity.
In 1986 all this changed when he joined the Financial Times, and discovered
that what had earlier been no more perhaps than a passionate hobby had moved in
and taken over his life. He started writing a skiing column for the newspaper,
and his commitment to all things snowy carried him on and off piste, across thin
ice and through thick powder for twenty years.
In 1994 he took part in the Financial Times Round The World Ski Expedition,
which found its way into the Guinness Book of Records: 365 consecutive days of
skiing in 240 resorts in 13 countries; 3,680 miles on skis; and a total of over 4
million vertical feet descended. In his words at the time, “we ski any time, any
place, if necessary. At midnight, at dawn, in a field, off a cliff. If there’s snow, we
ski it. If there’s not, we find it. If we can’t find it, we ask someone to make us
some. Our daily priorities are simple: breathe, eat, and ski.”
He has enjoyed some wonderful adventures in the mountains of every continent,
and now estimates that he has experienced the delights of more than six hundred
resorts. This has led him to the conclusion that there is no experience on earth
that compares to being high in the mountains with a few close friends, being
shepherded down huge, sunny and silent snowfields by a caring and skilful
mountain guide.
“On those magical days when the sky is cloudless, the space is infinite, and the
mountains stand out in jagged gigantic magnificence. The snow is perfect, and
the sun warms the chilled mountain air. Merely being there can be quite a
mystical experience.”
More information about Arnie, his books, and the articles he has written (over
250 and counting!) can be found on his website, www.arniewilson.com.
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lapsed member of the OSA ‐ but it
says something about the school
that, almost 50 years on, I am still in
touch with many of my old Walden
chums – including Will, of course.
By a strange coincidence, I am also
close to David “Dan” Hills, who, as a
curly‐headed 12‐year‐old ran rings
round me in a house football match
when I was in the first form. Five
years later, he and I were both
regulars in the 1st XI football team (a
successful year, as it happens, when
we managed to beat our traditional
foes, Soham and Newport – the latter
on the day we thought the world
might be coming to an end during
the Cuban Missile crisis!).
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this year’s Magazine and he
needed only to add that Graham
had made an enthusiastic and
impressive start. He was
unavoidably prevented from
attending the AGM, and
therefore unable to give a
Head’s Report today, but he had
offered to provide one to the
Editor for publication in next
year’s Magazine.
All the assets of the School,
which used to belong to London
and Middlesex Meeting, had
now been gifted to the School by
that Meeting. This added to the
responsibilities of Governors but
also gave them wider scope to
manage the future of the School.
Tony Watson said that a
planning application for the
School’s development, and for
housing on land to be sold to
fund the School’s works, had
been submitted. There had been
objections and amendments to
the application were shortly to
be proposed by the School.
There was likely to be a hearing
at Uttlesford District Council in
the New Year. A new Junior
School, in particular, was a
desperate requirement and
future attention would be
particularly focussed on that.

Membership Secretary. Pam
Tracy had kindly continued to
handle all subscription records
up to 31st March 2006, since
when these responsibilities
rested entirely with the School.
The year beginning 1st April
2005 started with 1067 members:
we gained 42 and lost 63 during
the year, leaving our
membership at 1046 at the end
of March 2006. The losses were
accounted for by 6 deaths, 5
resignations and 52 lapses.
Martin Hugall said that the
School now charges leavers
automatically £25 for a 10 year
subscription, with provision for
an opt‐out (which only about 2
per year took). The School will
approach those nearing the end
of their 10 years to invite
subsequent annual
subscriptions. Martin wondered
whether subscriptions generally
might benefit from a review in
due course.
Old Scholars’ Representative on
Board of Governors (Martin
Holmes reporting on his own
behalf and that of Andrew
McTear)
Martin described two significant
developments: the arrival of a
new Head (Graham Wigley) and
the transfer of the School’s
assets: he would leave Tony
Watson to describe progress on
the School’s Development
Project. Andy Waters’
departure and Graham’s
appointment were described in

Editor (Richard Gilpin)
Richard was pleased to accept
the Editorship, and noted that he
had spent some years in the
magazine industry early in his
career and several recently in
essay writing while taking an
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T

he OS Committee believes that
the May Reunion is an important
part of the Association’s activities,
and it has booked the Eight Bells on
Saturday 19th May for Old Scholars
turning 50 and 60. Detailed
arrangements for the occasion are
still under discussion, but in the
meantime we have encouragement
from Sabbie Rawana (1965) and
Caroline Longstreet (1975).

Calling the class of ‘65: You Know
Who You Are
Sabbie Rawana left FSSW in 1963,
and returned sporadically in the
early seventies to play football or
cricket in the annual fixture against
the School’s First XI. Thereafter his
visits ceased but contacts with his
old school friends, Will Weinman,
Malc Pim and Tom Johnston
continued, as they do today. The
OSA Committee then came up with
a brain wave – the 30th Anniversary
since they left and he, along with
others in his year, were organised by
Jan White (Hopkins) now sadly
deceased, to attend and it was a
tremendously successful weekend.
The OSA next came up with the Tri‐
Centenary celebrations and again
Jan organised another hugely
successful event.
This year the Committee is
arranging a celebratory dinner for
those who are now turning 50 and
60, and in the absence of Jan, this
note seeks to encourage such OS to
come on the Saturday, with dinner at

the Eight Bells in the evening. Please
let Sabbie know if you decide to
attend so that we are aware of the
potential numbers we can expect
from the 1965 year and those on
either side of 60. His e‐mail address
is: sabbie@lineone.net.
Calling the class of ʹ75: You Know
Who You Are Too
Plans are well under way for a
Reunion of those in the 1975 Year
Group or who are around their 50th
birthday, to take place over the Old
Scholars Weekend of 19th/20th May
this year, with dinner at the Eight
Bells on Saturday evening.
Caroline Longstreet, better known
as Jac Cannon (but much more
sensible now), has grasped the nettle
and sent out letters and emails to
everyone on the Schoolʹs database
alerting them to this fun‐packed
event, although this still leaves quite
a few people who are in ignorance of
it.
If you are able to help and can
contact anyone else, please do
spread the word. If you have not
expressed an interest yet, please
email Caroline at
caroline.longstreet@tiscali.co.uk as
soon as possible.
At the end of February they
already had 16 definites and 4
maybes so it is looking really
positive. Caroline can give further
details of who, what, where, why,
what on earth, by email. Any year
groups close to ʹ75 or teachers do
please consider coming too.....
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137th ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
John Weinman (Presiding)

There were 14 members in attendance.
1

The President welcomed those
present and a short silence was
observed. The Secretary read the
notice convening the meeting as
follows: ‘The Annual General
Meeting of the Old Scholars’
Association will be held at the
Friends’ School Saffron Walden
on Saturday 18th November
2006’. The President noted that
this year’s meeting was
intentionally slimmed down so
as to enable the General
Committee to debate the issues
and probable changes to the
Constitution that it proposes to
bring before next year’s AGM.
Today’s meeting was inquorate
for the purpose of agreeing
changes to the Constitution.

sent to members. The meeting
agreed that these were a true and
accurate report and accordingly
the President signed them.
4

MATTERS ARISING: None.

5

OBITUARIES: The Secretary
read the names of those whose
deaths have been reported
during the last year: Naomi
Sargant, Howard Barritt, John T
(Jonty) Bell, Edith Friend (nee
Gillett), Joan Haylock (nee Land),
Kathleen Mallett (nee Ball),
Valerie Mims (nee Vickery),
Reginald Pearmain, Rachel
Whall (Nee Haigh), Jan White
(nee Hopkins) and Iain Cortes.
A short silence was observed.

6
2

3

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
were received from: Wilfrid
Hayler, Jane Laing, Farrand
Radley, Malcolm Pim, Derek
Barbanell, Stewart Pearce, Mary
Wiseman, Mary McGowan, Jon
North, Pamela Dunstan, Patrick
Fairbrother, Margaret Pilgrim
and Andrew McTear.

REPORTS:
Secretary, also on behalf of
Treasurer (Nigel McTear)
Nigel said that the fundamentals
of the Association were sound,
the objectives right and the
membership high, but the
General Committee was
struggling with how best the
Association should manage itself
in the future. He described
satisfactory progress in working
in partnership with the School,
which has taken over the
membership and other support

MINUTES: The minutes of the
previous meeting held on 19
November 2005 had been
recorded in the Yearly Magazine
30

otherwise put to good use for the
School: this issue was under
discussion in the General
Committee. Without wishing to
sound like the Chancellor of the
Exchequer, Nigel reported the
Treasurer as believing that the
Association’s finances were
robust, secure and prudently
managed.

functions from the General
Committee. It had been a hard
slog to transfer all the
membership and subscription
information to the School’s
computer database but that was
now done. The General
Committee was still reeling from
the retirement of the four
members whose praises he sang
at last year’s AGM, but he was
delighted to announce that
Richard Gilpin had become the
new Editor of the Magazine.
Nigel noted that other
organisations like ours were
moving in the same direction as
us, but also how important it
was for the Association to retain
its clear and independent
identity. The General
Committee intended to propose
changes and reductions to its
own structure and to bring the
consequential changes to the
Constitution to next year’s AGM
for approval. In summary, the
Association was in good health,
and moving sensibly with the
times.
Copies of the accounts were
circulated. These had not yet
been audited but that was in
hand. On the Income and
Expenditure Account there was
a surplus of £843 after the gifts
to the School of £1000 for
computer resources for the
Music department and £500 for
the Junior Choir. On the Balance
Sheet, cash had increased to
about £20,000 and it was
appropriate that about half of
this should now be invested or

Chris Spencer wondered
whether the Life Fund (which
comprises the lump sums
subscribed by the now‐
discontinued life membership
scheme) need be untouchable.
Jane Corwin will calculate the
liability of existing life members
(who probably numbered about
200) and compare it with the
fund.
Tony Watson pointed out that
the School now has Trust
Corporation status and powers
that could be helpful for the
Association.
Bursar, in respect of Membership
matters (Jane Corwin)
The School had taken over
Hilary Halter’s database of all
old pupils and Pam Tracy’s of
OSA members and combined
them within the School’s own
systems. It had been quite a
task, but the next edition of the
Outreach Directory was
practically ready to go to the
printers. Jenny Marks had left
the School during the year and
Debbie Peck had replaced her:
she was now, in effect,
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struggling with how best the
Association should manage itself
in the future. He described
satisfactory progress in working
in partnership with the School,
which has taken over the
membership and other support

MINUTES: The minutes of the
previous meeting held on 19
November 2005 had been
recorded in the Yearly Magazine
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otherwise put to good use for the
School: this issue was under
discussion in the General
Committee. Without wishing to
sound like the Chancellor of the
Exchequer, Nigel reported the
Treasurer as believing that the
Association’s finances were
robust, secure and prudently
managed.

functions from the General
Committee. It had been a hard
slog to transfer all the
membership and subscription
information to the School’s
computer database but that was
now done. The General
Committee was still reeling from
the retirement of the four
members whose praises he sang
at last year’s AGM, but he was
delighted to announce that
Richard Gilpin had become the
new Editor of the Magazine.
Nigel noted that other
organisations like ours were
moving in the same direction as
us, but also how important it
was for the Association to retain
its clear and independent
identity. The General
Committee intended to propose
changes and reductions to its
own structure and to bring the
consequential changes to the
Constitution to next year’s AGM
for approval. In summary, the
Association was in good health,
and moving sensibly with the
times.
Copies of the accounts were
circulated. These had not yet
been audited but that was in
hand. On the Income and
Expenditure Account there was
a surplus of £843 after the gifts
to the School of £1000 for
computer resources for the
Music department and £500 for
the Junior Choir. On the Balance
Sheet, cash had increased to
about £20,000 and it was
appropriate that about half of
this should now be invested or

Chris Spencer wondered
whether the Life Fund (which
comprises the lump sums
subscribed by the now‐
discontinued life membership
scheme) need be untouchable.
Jane Corwin will calculate the
liability of existing life members
(who probably numbered about
200) and compare it with the
fund.
Tony Watson pointed out that
the School now has Trust
Corporation status and powers
that could be helpful for the
Association.
Bursar, in respect of Membership
matters (Jane Corwin)
The School had taken over
Hilary Halter’s database of all
old pupils and Pam Tracy’s of
OSA members and combined
them within the School’s own
systems. It had been quite a
task, but the next edition of the
Outreach Directory was
practically ready to go to the
printers. Jenny Marks had left
the School during the year and
Debbie Peck had replaced her:
she was now, in effect,
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this year’s Magazine and he
needed only to add that Graham
had made an enthusiastic and
impressive start. He was
unavoidably prevented from
attending the AGM, and
therefore unable to give a
Head’s Report today, but he had
offered to provide one to the
Editor for publication in next
year’s Magazine.
All the assets of the School,
which used to belong to London
and Middlesex Meeting, had
now been gifted to the School by
that Meeting. This added to the
responsibilities of Governors but
also gave them wider scope to
manage the future of the School.
Tony Watson said that a
planning application for the
School’s development, and for
housing on land to be sold to
fund the School’s works, had
been submitted. There had been
objections and amendments to
the application were shortly to
be proposed by the School.
There was likely to be a hearing
at Uttlesford District Council in
the New Year. A new Junior
School, in particular, was a
desperate requirement and
future attention would be
particularly focussed on that.

Membership Secretary. Pam
Tracy had kindly continued to
handle all subscription records
up to 31st March 2006, since
when these responsibilities
rested entirely with the School.
The year beginning 1st April
2005 started with 1067 members:
we gained 42 and lost 63 during
the year, leaving our
membership at 1046 at the end
of March 2006. The losses were
accounted for by 6 deaths, 5
resignations and 52 lapses.
Martin Hugall said that the
School now charges leavers
automatically £25 for a 10 year
subscription, with provision for
an opt‐out (which only about 2
per year took). The School will
approach those nearing the end
of their 10 years to invite
subsequent annual
subscriptions. Martin wondered
whether subscriptions generally
might benefit from a review in
due course.
Old Scholars’ Representative on
Board of Governors (Martin
Holmes reporting on his own
behalf and that of Andrew
McTear)
Martin described two significant
developments: the arrival of a
new Head (Graham Wigley) and
the transfer of the School’s
assets: he would leave Tony
Watson to describe progress on
the School’s Development
Project. Andy Waters’
departure and Graham’s
appointment were described in

Editor (Richard Gilpin)
Richard was pleased to accept
the Editorship, and noted that he
had spent some years in the
magazine industry early in his
career and several recently in
essay writing while taking an
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OLD SCHOLARS’ REUNION WEEKEND 2007

T

he OS Committee believes that
the May Reunion is an important
part of the Association’s activities,
and it has booked the Eight Bells on
Saturday 19th May for Old Scholars
turning 50 and 60. Detailed
arrangements for the occasion are
still under discussion, but in the
meantime we have encouragement
from Sabbie Rawana (1965) and
Caroline Longstreet (1975).

Calling the class of ‘65: You Know
Who You Are
Sabbie Rawana left FSSW in 1963,
and returned sporadically in the
early seventies to play football or
cricket in the annual fixture against
the School’s First XI. Thereafter his
visits ceased but contacts with his
old school friends, Will Weinman,
Malc Pim and Tom Johnston
continued, as they do today. The
OSA Committee then came up with
a brain wave – the 30th Anniversary
since they left and he, along with
others in his year, were organised by
Jan White (Hopkins) now sadly
deceased, to attend and it was a
tremendously successful weekend.
The OSA next came up with the Tri‐
Centenary celebrations and again
Jan organised another hugely
successful event.
This year the Committee is
arranging a celebratory dinner for
those who are now turning 50 and
60, and in the absence of Jan, this
note seeks to encourage such OS to
come on the Saturday, with dinner at

the Eight Bells in the evening. Please
let Sabbie know if you decide to
attend so that we are aware of the
potential numbers we can expect
from the 1965 year and those on
either side of 60. His e‐mail address
is: sabbie@lineone.net.
Calling the class of ʹ75: You Know
Who You Are Too
Plans are well under way for a
Reunion of those in the 1975 Year
Group or who are around their 50th
birthday, to take place over the Old
Scholars Weekend of 19th/20th May
this year, with dinner at the Eight
Bells on Saturday evening.
Caroline Longstreet, better known
as Jac Cannon (but much more
sensible now), has grasped the nettle
and sent out letters and emails to
everyone on the Schoolʹs database
alerting them to this fun‐packed
event, although this still leaves quite
a few people who are in ignorance of
it.
If you are able to help and can
contact anyone else, please do
spread the word. If you have not
expressed an interest yet, please
email Caroline at
caroline.longstreet@tiscali.co.uk as
soon as possible.
At the end of February they
already had 16 definites and 4
maybes so it is looking really
positive. Caroline can give further
details of who, what, where, why,
what on earth, by email. Any year
groups close to ʹ75 or teachers do
please consider coming too.....
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MA degree late in his career at
University College London [for
which he was too modest to say
that he gained a distinction –
Minutes Secretary]. He looked
forward to putting the
Magazine together for 2007. He
had had meetings at the School
in September to catch up on the
main issues, had spent a while
in the Archive Room, which he
found fascinating, and made a
list of points to pursue with the
General Committee later.
Webmaster (Martin Hugall)
Martin said the website was up
to date, and could help
significantly in publicising year
group reunions. He kept an eye
on the Message Board, which
received a good number of hits
but there was a great
discrepancy between hits and
contributions. The OSA had
paid for the whole‐school
panoramic photographs to be
scanned and put on the
website, so far going back to
1948, where they could be
viewed in remarkable detail. It
would be good in due course to
get other archive photographs
on to the website.
7

ELECTION OF OFFICERS
AND COMMITTEE
MEMBERS
Mark Bertram proposed that
this topic awaited the outcome
of the General Committee’s
forthcoming review of the size
and structure of the General
Committee, which was on the
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agenda for their meeting later in
the day.
8 ANY OTHER BUSINESS
Roger Bush mentioned that he
had had the pleasure recently of
attending Farrand Radley’s 90th
birthday party. This led to an
amiable but inconclusive
discussion about who was the
oldest OS, with Jean Stubbs
conceding that she could not yet
quite claim that title. On a more
sombre note, the time and date in
January of Naomi Sargant’s
Memorial Service was read out.
9 DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next AGM would be held at
the School on Saturday 10th
November 2007.
10 APPOINTMENT OF
PRESIDENT ELECT
for 2007‐ 2008
The Committee was delighted
that John Weinman had
consented to serve as President
for a second year, and had
accepted his suggestion that
only one President’s address
would be required: he would
give it next year. The
Committee was equally
delighted that Richard Gilpin
had accepted its invitation to
serve as President from
November 2007.

INCOME & EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT
for the year ended 31st March 2006

£
Income
Members subscriptions
Investment income
Life fund
Accumulated

£

6,640

1,327
214

Donations
School on the Hill publication (net)

Expenditure
Annual Report
Notices Annual General Meeting
Spring reunion

2006
£

6,748

1,189
186
1,541
43

1,375
30
31

8,224

8,184

5,200

4,313

253
250

258
292
503

Gatherings Annual General Meeting
Spring reunion

2005
£

(135)

550

(231)
(135)

(231)

Committee members expenses
Gift to School
Bank and credit card charges

550
1,500
(237)

1,075
400
238

Total expenditure

7,381

6,345

Surplus for the year
Accumulated fund brought forward

843
10,865

1,839
9,026

Accumulated fund carried forward

11,708

10,865
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BALANCE SHEET
as at 31st March 2006

£

2006
£

£

2005
£

Funds
Life Fund
Accumulated Fund

Represented by
Life Fund
Investment at costs
Cash at bank

Accumulated fund and five year appeal
Cash at bank
Investment at cost

Less: Annual Report creditor
Subscriptions in advance
Bank charges accrued
AGM notices accrued

Total net assets

10,393
11,708

10,393
10,865

22,101

21,258

5,297
5,096

5,297
5,096

10,393

10,393

11,763
6,595

10,212
6,595

18,358

16,807

(4,500)
(1,900)
(250)

(4,313)
(1,391)
(238)
-

11,708

10,865

22,101

21,258

Auditors' report
We have audited these financial statements in accordance with approved auditing
standards. We agree that the statement of recommended practice for charities does
not apply to these financial statements. In our opinion the balance sheet and income
and expenditure account shows a true and fair view of the affairs of the Association at
31 March 2006, and of the results for the year ended on that date. We have verified the
assets of the Association. We have not been able to confirm that the terms of all the
trust funds have been observed.
Charles Mills

Graeme Johnston
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SCHEDULE OF INVESTMENTS
as at 31st March 2006
Cost
£

Market Value
2006
2005
£
£

Accumulated Fund
Newton Income Fund (1,400.23 units)
Legal & General Group plc 608 Ord 2.5p
Neptune Multi Manager Income (3,872 units) formerly
Quilter Global Income Units Funds (3,872 units)

Life Fund
Barclays Bank plc 2,648 Ordinary shares
Legal & General Group plc 9,000 Ord 2.5p (5 for 2)
Newton Income Fund (2,347.53 units)

3,301
294

7,930
855

6,635
688

3,000

6,225

5,202

6,595

15,010

12,525

69
228
5,000

18,562
12,667
13,295

14,418
10,192
11,125

5,297

44,524

35,735

Notes on the accounts for the year ended 31st March 2006:
1.

The accumulated fund includes a legacy from Dorothea Waring
given in 1951 of £1,431 for the general purposes of the Association.
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CHANGES TO THE FSSWOSA CONSTITUTION

in the school ‐ and themselves?”
Thanks to Matthew, Old Scholars
can now look back on the film, and
they can indeed wonder at the
changes.
Richard Gilpin

The General Committee is considering making changes to its Constitution.
These are intended to make the Committee more responsive
to the changing needs of its Members,
and to enable the Association to work more closely with the School.

M
The observation has been made that even the
longest journey begins with the first step,
and Matthew Robinson’s 1963 FSSW film
was an early step on what was to become for
him a lifetime journey through the media,
particularly the world of television.
He was lead director of EastEnders when it
first launched, and went on to produce and
direct Byker Grove from its start in 1989.
This of course was the teenage soap that
introduced Ant and Dec to the world.
He returned to EastEnders as executive producer from 1998 to 2000.
During the early eighties he also directed several episodes of Doctor Who, which
featured characters that were even more scary than those he filmed at Saffron
Walden in 1963.
Matthew became Head of Drama for BBC Wales, and four years ago arrived in
Phnom Penh. He was there to develop a television drama series, made by and
starring Cambodians, the aim of which was to help to combat HIV/AIDS and
address other health issues through education, information and entertainment.
He felt that Cambodians, whose television drama had hitherto been imported
from Thailand, China or Taiwan, had never seen their own lives in this way, and
that people were happy that they were going to see something real at last,
something that would reflect the way they lived. He was confident that it would
have a huge impact.
Quite a journey then, from twentieth century Saffron Walden to twenty‐first
century Cambodia, and no doubt there are many miles still to go.
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embers of the Old Scholars’
Association will be aware that the
functions of the Association are
carried out by the General
Committee by the consent, and
under the direction, of the
Association’s Annual General
Meeting.
At the last AGM, held on 18th
November 2006 (the Minutes of
which are published elsewhere in
the Magazine), the Secretary noted
that the General Committee
intended to propose changes and
reductions to its own structure, and
to bring the consequential changes to
the 2007 AGM for approval and
ratification. He had earlier (in the
2005 Magazine) signalled that the
General Committee intended to
achieve a closer working
relationship with the School.
This is already happening, and the
first fruit of this change has been the
School’s maintenance of the
Association’s website and the day‐to
‐day management of its membership
and database. While the Association
continues to have responsibility for
these “back‐office” functions, the
change means that the balance of
activity between the Association and
the School has altered. The School
now has more to do (on our behalf),
and the General Committee has less
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to do, hence the proposal by the
Committee that in current
management parlance it should
“downsize” itself.
The General Committee then met
again on 14th January 2007, and
discussed in detail all of the
proposed changes to the
Association’s Constitution. A new
draft Constitution has now been
circulated to members of the General
Committee, allowing further
consideration before its next meeting
on Friends and Families Day,
Saturday 19th May 2007, and a final
draft will then be sent to the full
membership of the Association in
due time for approval at the AGM on
Saturday 10th November 2007.
Much of the Constitution will
remain unchanged, but a number of
minor changes are being proposed.
In addition, the aim is to have a
smaller Committee with a reduced
quorum, which will enable it to meet
more easily and carry out its
business more quickly.
The functions of Chair and
President will be split, with the
President (normally appointed for a
year, but with the exact period
undefined) providing the
Association with a public face, and
with the Chair giving continuity in
Committee matters for what would

be expected to be a rather longer
period.
The Constitution is important, and
provides rules relating to subjects
such as Membership; Subscriptions;
the composition and activities of the
General Committee; the organisation
and management of the Annual
General Meeting; the appointment
and election of the Association’s
President, Trustees and Auditors: the
publication of the Annual Report/
Magazine; the maintenance of the
Association’s archives; and the
management of its finances and its
funds.
These issues may perhaps not
sound terribly interesting to the
average Old Scholar when presented
in this way. It is however worth
reminding everyone that the

Association exists for its members,
and that every member is not only
welcome to participate in the
decision making and management of
the Association, but that everyone
has an equal opportunity to become
involved in it.
The General Committee therefore
would like to emphasise the
significance of the AGM on Saturday
10th November 2007 to the future
well‐being of the Association, and
asks as many Members as possible to
attend.
The meeting will be held at the
School as usual, and will start at
10.30 am.
Please try to be there.

An orchestra has been touring Europe with
instruments made from vegetables.
The First Vegetable Orchestra has a carrot
flute, cucumberophone, eggplant cymbals
and pumpkin drums.
The instruments are made into soup after
the performances.
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Richard Gilpin

MATTHEW ROBINSON’S FILM
In 1963, Matthew Robinson (1958-63) made an 8mm film of life at the School.
He has put it on YouTube, and it can be accessed
via a link on the Old Scholars’ website.

get the School to sing hymns in tune.
The Nomads (the school rock group)
were producing rather different
music at conspicuously high volume.
Throughout the School, day after
day, Matthew could be found setting
up his tripod and lamps,
complaining about poor light and
shooting problems, and bemoaning a
lack of cooperation from some of the
students.
Despite the difficulties that he
encountered on a fairly regular basis,
Matthew succeeded in completing
his film, which is a unique record of
life at the School in the early Sixties.
He also kept a daily diary recording
how the film was made, to which he
later added some footnotes.
He has put the film on YouTube,
but both the film and diary can now
be accessed by visiting the Old
Scholars’ website
(www.friends.org.uk/fsswosa) and
clicking on the “1963 Film” icon.
This also offers another link that
takes you to Matthew’s own poetry
website.
He says in his filming diary: “It’s
really quite emotional recording
people’s actions that will never be
repeated. What will they all think in
years to come when they look back
on the film? Will they wonder at the

J ust over forty years ago during
three weeks in June, Matthew
Robinson took his lights and second‐
hand 8mm cine‐camera to Saffron
Walden to make a film about the
School. He found it busy with the
usual everyday routine of education.
In the classrooms, teachers were
teaching and some of the students
were learning. Chairs were being
scraped across the floors, desk lids
were being banged shut, and pens
were being dropped and picked up
again. Students were talking and
being told to shut up. Young minds
were being opened up. Perhaps.
In the domestic science rooms,
needlework skills were being taught.
On the athletics track, lungs were
going in and out like bellows, spikes
tore up the turf and muscles were
being stretched to the point of pain.
In the assembly hall, the Head of
Music was optimistically trying to
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and Matthew Robinson’s 1963 FSSW film
was an early step on what was to become for
him a lifetime journey through the media,
particularly the world of television.
He was lead director of EastEnders when it
first launched, and went on to produce and
direct Byker Grove from its start in 1989.
This of course was the teenage soap that
introduced Ant and Dec to the world.
He returned to EastEnders as executive producer from 1998 to 2000.
During the early eighties he also directed several episodes of Doctor Who, which
featured characters that were even more scary than those he filmed at Saffron
Walden in 1963.
Matthew became Head of Drama for BBC Wales, and four years ago arrived in
Phnom Penh. He was there to develop a television drama series, made by and
starring Cambodians, the aim of which was to help to combat HIV/AIDS and
address other health issues through education, information and entertainment.
He felt that Cambodians, whose television drama had hitherto been imported
from Thailand, China or Taiwan, had never seen their own lives in this way, and
that people were happy that they were going to see something real at last,
something that would reflect the way they lived. He was confident that it would
have a huge impact.
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The General Committee then met
again on 14th January 2007, and
discussed in detail all of the
proposed changes to the
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draft Constitution has now been
circulated to members of the General
Committee, allowing further
consideration before its next meeting
on Friends and Families Day,
Saturday 19th May 2007, and a final
draft will then be sent to the full
membership of the Association in
due time for approval at the AGM on
Saturday 10th November 2007.
Much of the Constitution will
remain unchanged, but a number of
minor changes are being proposed.
In addition, the aim is to have a
smaller Committee with a reduced
quorum, which will enable it to meet
more easily and carry out its
business more quickly.
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President will be split, with the
President (normally appointed for a
year, but with the exact period
undefined) providing the
Association with a public face, and
with the Chair giving continuity in
Committee matters for what would

MARCHING AGAINST THE BOMB
In the late Fifties and early Sixties, the Aldermaston Marches enabled
dissidents to express their discontent with Government policies on nuclear
weapons. In 1961 the Aldermaston March was joined by one starting from
Wethersfield, and a number of Old Scholars were involved.

T

One of the
largest and
most inventive
banners

The head of
the March
leaving
Chelmsford

Men and women, stand together,
Do not heed the men of war.
Make your minds up now or never:
Ban the Bomb for evermore.”

The March contained people of all
ages, from all walks of life. Only the
apathetic were notable by their
absence, since a high level of
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counter any as yet unknown peril,
even if in practice we could not
launch any missiles without the
approval of the United States. Much
of the argument in favour of
replacing the Trident delivery
system and continuing with our
independent deterrent is on the basis
of “well, it’s worked for over forty
years, so it must be right”.
This recalls the story of the man on
the London bus, who was tearing up
little scraps of paper and scattering
them on the floor. When asked why
he was doing this, he responded that
it was to keep the elephants away.
Having been told that there were no
elephants in the middle of London
he replied: “There you are then.
That shows that it works”.
In the Fifties and Sixties many
people were convinced that
Government policy in favour of
nuclear weapons was politically,
economically and morally wrong,
and in order to protest against this
policy, the Campaign For Nuclear
Disarmament was formed.
Prominent founding members
included Fenner Brockway, Canon
John Collins, J B Priestley, Michael
Foot, Victor Gollancz, Jacquetta
Hawkes and Bertrand Russell.
The first major demonstration of
public, yet peaceful, discontent

here has recently been a healthy
debate about the Government’s wish
to replace the submarines that carry
Trident nuclear weapons, and this
has breathed fresh life into an issue
that dates back over forty years.
Without going into too much detail,
Government thinking in the Fifties
and Sixties essentially took place
against the backdrop of the Cold
War, in which the Soviet Union (as it
then was) was seen as a belligerent
enemy likely use its nuclear
weapons to attack Britain, allowing
us only four minutes’ warning –
enough time to boil an egg.
Government policy was in favour
of Britain having its own nuclear
weapons, independent of our allies
in the United States, on the grounds
that these would deter the Soviet
Union from attacking us. The
counter-argument was that if Britain
ceased to rely on such weapons, its
moral influence would oblige other
countries to follow suit, and that we
would all have a world no longer
threatened by MAD (Mutually
Assured Destruction).
The Government’s position now,
following a period in which the
Soviet Union has broken up and is
now no longer perceived as a threat,
is that we still need our own
independent nuclear deterrent to
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An assemblage of Old
Scholars at
Finchingfield:
Peter Hart;,Oliver
Twigg, Chris Lee,
Jeremy Edwards and
Andy Lee
Good Friday on Finchingfield village green

organised by the CND was in the
form of an Easter march from
London to the Government’s Atomic
Weapons Research Establishment at
Aldermaston in Berkshire.
Thousands of demonstrators
gathered in Trafalgar Square on
Good Friday 1958, and marched for
four days, carrying banners and
singing songs of protest before
ending outside the gates of
Aldermaston on Easter Monday.
Having put the UK’s home of
nuclear weapons on the map in 1958,
CND decided to repeat the protest
the next year but with one
significant change: 3the March would
start in Berkshire and end with a
mass rally in Trafalgar Square. The
publicity engendered in 1958
ensured that more protesters
marched from Aldermaston in 1959,
and this trend continued when even
greater numbers pounded the
tarmac during the 1960 Easter
weekend.

By this time the size of the March
had become so great that it was
becoming unmanageable, and for
1961 CND decided to split the
protest, with one March starting
from Aldermaston, and with a
second March starting outside the
US Air Base at Wethersfield in Essex.
Both wings of the March were
planned to converge upon London
from opposite directions, joining
together for a massive rally in
Trafalgar Square on the Easter
Monday.
Some Old Scholars had taken part
in one or more of the Fifties Marches,
but the proximity of Wethersfield to
Saffron Walden ensured that in 1961
many chose to join this part of the
CND pincer movement instead.
A small protest was held outside
Wethersfield Air Base, but CND had
selected a neighbouring village as a
more appropriate place for it to
organise the large numbers of people
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anticipated. As daylight broke on
Good Friday 1961, Finchingfield
woke up to find people with
rucksacks, boots and banners
arriving in their numbers and
assembling on its village green.
As the numbers grew, the
marchers met up with other groups
of demonstrators, and were advised
how their next few days (and nights)
would be organised. Eventually the
leaders of the March got their
banners up and started off in the
general direction of London,
followed gradually by the main
body of demonstrators.
Although difficult to measure, it
has been estimated that the column
of marchers eventually extended to
nearly two miles, with the largest
number of marchers walking under
local banners, representing trades
unions and political parties, or with
religious groups. It came as no
surprise that Quakers were wellrepresented. Old Scholars initially
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marched together, but gradually
changed from one group to another,
possibly to introduce an element of
variety.
Many of the banners were
spectacular, with one of largest
showing a scaly dinosaur with the
message “Too much armour, too
little brain: now he’s extinct”.
The trades unions too were notable
for their richly coloured offerings. In
addition to the visual impact of the
March, there was a constant sound of
singing to a backing largely
provided by guitars, including many
numbers from the CND Song Book,
from which the following is taken:
“Don’t you hear the H-Bomb’s thunder
Echo like the crack of doom?
While they rend the skies asunder
Fallout makes the Earth a tomb.
Do you want your homes to tumble,
Rise in smoke towards the sky?
Will you let your cities crumble?
Will you see your children die?

An assemblage of Old
Scholars at
Finchingfield:
Peter Hart;,Oliver
Twigg, Chris Lee,
Jeremy Edwards and
Andy Lee
Good Friday on Finchingfield village green

organised by the CND was in the
form of an Easter march from
London to the Government’s Atomic
Weapons Research Establishment at
Aldermaston in Berkshire.
Thousands of demonstrators
gathered in Trafalgar Square on
Good Friday 1958, and marched for
four days, carrying banners and
singing songs of protest before
ending outside the gates of
Aldermaston on Easter Monday.
Having put the UK’s home of
nuclear weapons on the map in 1958,
CND decided to repeat the protest
the next year but with one
significant change: 3the March would
start in Berkshire and end with a
mass rally in Trafalgar Square. The
publicity engendered in 1958
ensured that more protesters
marched from Aldermaston in 1959,
and this trend continued when even
greater numbers pounded the
tarmac during the 1960 Easter
weekend.

By this time the size of the March
had become so great that it was
becoming unmanageable, and for
1961 CND decided to split the
protest, with one March starting
from Aldermaston, and with a
second March starting outside the
US Air Base at Wethersfield in Essex.
Both wings of the March were
planned to converge upon London
from opposite directions, joining
together for a massive rally in
Trafalgar Square on the Easter
Monday.
Some Old Scholars had taken part
in one or more of the Fifties Marches,
but the proximity of Wethersfield to
Saffron Walden ensured that in 1961
many chose to join this part of the
CND pincer movement instead.
A small protest was held outside
Wethersfield Air Base, but CND had
selected a neighbouring village as a
more appropriate place for it to
organise the large numbers of people
42

anticipated. As daylight broke on
Good Friday 1961, Finchingfield
woke up to find people with
rucksacks, boots and banners
arriving in their numbers and
assembling on its village green.
As the numbers grew, the
marchers met up with other groups
of demonstrators, and were advised
how their next few days (and nights)
would be organised. Eventually the
leaders of the March got their
banners up and started off in the
general direction of London,
followed gradually by the main
body of demonstrators.
Although difficult to measure, it
has been estimated that the column
of marchers eventually extended to
nearly two miles, with the largest
number of marchers walking under
local banners, representing trades
unions and political parties, or with
religious groups. It came as no
surprise that Quakers were wellrepresented. Old Scholars initially
43

marched together, but gradually
changed from one group to another,
possibly to introduce an element of
variety.
Many of the banners were
spectacular, with one of largest
showing a scaly dinosaur with the
message “Too much armour, too
little brain: now he’s extinct”.
The trades unions too were notable
for their richly coloured offerings. In
addition to the visual impact of the
March, there was a constant sound of
singing to a backing largely
provided by guitars, including many
numbers from the CND Song Book,
from which the following is taken:
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MARCHING AGAINST THE BOMB
In the late Fifties and early Sixties, the Aldermaston Marches enabled
dissidents to express their discontent with Government policies on nuclear
weapons. In 1961 the Aldermaston March was joined by one starting from
Wethersfield, and a number of Old Scholars were involved.

T

One of the
largest and
most inventive
banners

The head of
the March
leaving
Chelmsford

Men and women, stand together,
Do not heed the men of war.
Make your minds up now or never:
Ban the Bomb for evermore.”

The March contained people of all
ages, from all walks of life. Only the
apathetic were notable by their
absence, since a high level of
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counter any as yet unknown peril,
even if in practice we could not
launch any missiles without the
approval of the United States. Much
of the argument in favour of
replacing the Trident delivery
system and continuing with our
independent deterrent is on the basis
of “well, it’s worked for over forty
years, so it must be right”.
This recalls the story of the man on
the London bus, who was tearing up
little scraps of paper and scattering
them on the floor. When asked why
he was doing this, he responded that
it was to keep the elephants away.
Having been told that there were no
elephants in the middle of London
he replied: “There you are then.
That shows that it works”.
In the Fifties and Sixties many
people were convinced that
Government policy in favour of
nuclear weapons was politically,
economically and morally wrong,
and in order to protest against this
policy, the Campaign For Nuclear
Disarmament was formed.
Prominent founding members
included Fenner Brockway, Canon
John Collins, J B Priestley, Michael
Foot, Victor Gollancz, Jacquetta
Hawkes and Bertrand Russell.
The first major demonstration of
public, yet peaceful, discontent

here has recently been a healthy
debate about the Government’s wish
to replace the submarines that carry
Trident nuclear weapons, and this
has breathed fresh life into an issue
that dates back over forty years.
Without going into too much detail,
Government thinking in the Fifties
and Sixties essentially took place
against the backdrop of the Cold
War, in which the Soviet Union (as it
then was) was seen as a belligerent
enemy likely use its nuclear
weapons to attack Britain, allowing
us only four minutes’ warning –
enough time to boil an egg.
Government policy was in favour
of Britain having its own nuclear
weapons, independent of our allies
in the United States, on the grounds
that these would deter the Soviet
Union from attacking us. The
counter-argument was that if Britain
ceased to rely on such weapons, its
moral influence would oblige other
countries to follow suit, and that we
would all have a world no longer
threatened by MAD (Mutually
Assured Destruction).
The Government’s position now,
following a period in which the
Soviet Union has broken up and is
now no longer perceived as a threat,
is that we still need our own
independent nuclear deterrent to
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2005 had been consecutively the best
the School had ever recorded, and
the five‐year average for high‐grade
passes was now 14% higher than it
had been when he came to post.
National standards had risen by just
6% in that time. The year 2005 also
saw record ʹAʹ Level results, and a
ʹValue Addedʹ figure that had placed
it once again in the top ten to fifteen
percent of all schools in the country.
The School’s Quaker foundation
continued to influence it on a daily
basis. A new working party had
been charged with seeking how the
School might further embed Quaker
philosophy and practice into its
curriculum and extra‐curricular life,
and after a long period of discussion
the School now had its own General
Meeting, and an opportunity to
manage its affairs from a more local
base. Its relationship with Saffron
Walden Meeting remained, and
should always remain, a strong
source of spiritual nourishment for
those who were hungry, and also for
those who might just be having a
refreshing snack as they passed
through the School.
He stressed that it was relatively
easy to measure the success of a
school by examining the so‐called
ʹkey indicatorsʹ. It was less easy to
quantify what its success actually
meant to the students for whom the
School existed, and it was rightly
judged on the skills, characteristics
and personalities of the students
who came through its doors.
Visitors to the School frequently
commented on the personal qualities
of the students they met, and Sally

remained such a positive one. They
had shown their support in many
ways, both personally and through
the PTA, and by their representation
on committees and working groups.
Their contribution had been deeply
valued and appreciated, and had
helped so vitally in making the
School truly operate as a
community. While he had not
always been able to make decisions
that satisfied everyone, he hoped
that he had managed to balance the
needs of individuals and those of the
School as a whole in a way that had
been just and fair.
The past five years, which had
included the celebration of the
School’s tercentenary, had also
provided an opportunity to re‐affirm
and strengthen links with the Old
Scholars. The Schoolʹs efforts to
work closely with its alumni had
resulted in practical assistance with
website and mailings, and the Head
was pleased to welcome so many
Old Scholars who had been able to
come. He introduced and welcomed
Will Weinman, current President of
the Old Scholars Association, who
had come to speak and to present
the School’s awards.
He continued to review his tenure
as Head, during which he had
sought to raise the profile of the
School, particularly in the creative
area of the curriculum, and believed
that this was demonstrated by
achievements in sport, music, art
and drama, all four of which were
thriving. So too had been the
academic strength of the School; at
GCSE, its exam results in 2004 and
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joined up with the
thousands of
marchers from
Aldermaston, and
the two mingled
together as they
made their way up
Whitehall to
Trafalgar Square.
This was already
crowded with
spectators, and as the
marchers came in it
became even more
packed: according to
the police this was
the largest
demonstration in the
Square in living
memory.
Fiery speeches were
given from the base
of Nelson’s Column
by Canon Collins,
Bertrand Russell and
Speeches beneath Nelson’s Column
many others until
nothing was left to be
said,
and
finally
the exhausted
commitment and determination was
marchers
were
able
to go off to
required in order to endure the pain
collect their sleeping bags and go
from aching feet and limbs, not to
home.
mention the discomfort of sleeping
on the floors of schools. These were
The March did not change
often primary schools, with fixtures
Government policy. Such
and fittings that were rather on the
demonstrations rarely do, and with
small side, making one feel as large
the wisdom of hindsight perhaps it
as Gulliver on his travels.
would be a bad thing for any special
interest group to have such power.
After nearly fifty miles of tramping
along unforgiving tarmac, the March
To those who marched until their
eventually came into the East End on feet bled however, an important
Easter Monday, and with the end in
protest had been made.
sight the marchers’ spirits were
visibly lifted. Shortly after lunch the
Richard Gilpin
head of the Wethersfield March
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THE EDWARDS FAMILY AWARDS
Each year, a number of middle school scholars are selected
to receive awards in memory of the Edwards Family.
There is of course a story behind the Awards.

were agreed that what the world
really needed was good artisans and
other exponents of manual crafts.
Since then, this capital has been
increased by contributions from
other members of the Edwards
family, so that the Awards are now
in memory of the Edwards family in
general.
The awards, which are in the form
of W H Smith’s vouchers, are given
each year to those in Year 10/11 (ages
15/16), and are to encourage pupils
showing promise in crafts using
wood, metal, fabric or clay, in
catering skills, or in music or art.
Awards have recently been
introduced for children in Year 6
(age 11) in the Junior School, since
they now study Food Technology
and Design Technology.
Staff involved in the appropriate
subjects nominate the pupils they
feel are deserving of a award, and
winners in the past have been chosen
for their excellence in subjects such
as Art; Design Technology; Art and
Design Technology; and Music.
In this way, a century after George
and Mary fed and watered the
Kentish drovers, the Edwards
Family Awards continue to give
recognition to the value of practical
achievement, in a world in which
academic success is increasingly seen
as the principal objective of

I

n the early years of the last
century, George David and Mary
Emma Edwards ran a Dining Room
in Tower Bridge Road, London.
Their principal customers were
drovers who had come up from the
country, and who were driving their
cattle up the Old Kent Road to the
meat markets of London. The profits
that George and Mary made from
this were sufficient for them to pay
for their eight children to have a
“good education” at Saffron Walden.
The education that George
William, Mary, Amy Rachel, Rebecca
Dorothy, Thomas David, Marjorie
Anne, Charles Loxton and John
received was not at that time aimed
at gaining entrance to university,
and when they left, it was to pursue
careers such as baking, nursing,
building, primary education,
horticulture and secretarial work.
Although these careers were not
academic ones, the work involved
was practical and necessary.
In time, Thomas was to serve on
the School Committee for several
years, while in 1985 it was Marjorie,
Charles and John who set up the
underlying funding that enabled the
Awards to be made in memory of
their father and mother. They felt
that too much emphasis had come to
be placed on Higher Education, and
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ANNUAL REPORT FOR THE SCHOOL 2005 TO 2006
Below is an edited version of the Head’s School Report, given by Andy
Waters as his fifth and final report to parents and Old Scholars
at Friends and Families Day 2006

T

he outgoing Head opened with a
reminder that all parents, staff, and
Governors shared a commitment to
the education of the young people in
the care of the School.
This had grown considerably since
2001, with a 40% increase in pupils
in the Senior School, and a
significant shift in balance, with day
students outnumbering boarders by
a little over three to one. The
curriculum had undergone a
considerable amount of expansion
too, with many new introductions in
keeping with the School’s desire to
give students the widest possible
choice of subjects, whilst at the same
time maintaining a curriculum that
would be ʹfit for purposeʹ and which
would meet the demands of
employers and universities.
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There were now the equivalent of
five more full‐time teaching staff
than there had been five years ago,
and there was a healthy movement
of teachers both into and out of the
School. Senior School staff had been
enabled to keep abreast of the never‐
ending invention ‐ and re‐invention ‐
prevalent in the profession. There
had been changes in the Governing
body too, but its current stability and
strength made it not only a
testimony to the absolute
commitment of its members to the
School, but also a securely
restructured foundation for the Head
to pass on to his successor.
He described the staff of Friendsʹ
School as, without doubt, the most
dedicated, committed and hard‐
working team of colleagues he had
ever had the privilege of working
with. The catering, maintenance,
grounds, medical, administrative
and support had been second to
none, and formed the secure
foundation that allowed teachers to
teach, and children to learn. He
offered his personal thanks to all his
colleagues, in every area of the
School, for the friendship and
professionalism they had shown him
during his tenure as Head.
He continued to be grateful that the
Schoolʹs relationship with parents

THE EDWARDS FAMILY AWARDS
Each year, a number of middle school scholars are selected
to receive awards in memory of the Edwards Family.
There is of course a story behind the Awards.

were agreed that what the world
really needed was good artisans and
other exponents of manual crafts.
Since then, this capital has been
increased by contributions from
other members of the Edwards
family, so that the Awards are now
in memory of the Edwards family in
general.
The awards, which are in the form
of W H Smith’s vouchers, are given
each year to those in Year 10/11 (ages
15/16), and are to encourage pupils
showing promise in crafts using
wood, metal, fabric or clay, in
catering skills, or in music or art.
Awards have recently been
introduced for children in Year 6
(age 11) in the Junior School, since
they now study Food Technology
and Design Technology.
Staff involved in the appropriate
subjects nominate the pupils they
feel are deserving of a award, and
winners in the past have been chosen
for their excellence in subjects such
as Art; Design Technology; Art and
Design Technology; and Music.
In this way, a century after George
and Mary fed and watered the
Kentish drovers, the Edwards
Family Awards continue to give
recognition to the value of practical
achievement, in a world in which
academic success is increasingly seen
as the principal objective of

I

n the early years of the last
century, George David and Mary
Emma Edwards ran a Dining Room
in Tower Bridge Road, London.
Their principal customers were
drovers who had come up from the
country, and who were driving their
cattle up the Old Kent Road to the
meat markets of London. The profits
that George and Mary made from
this were sufficient for them to pay
for their eight children to have a
“good education” at Saffron Walden.
The education that George
William, Mary, Amy Rachel, Rebecca
Dorothy, Thomas David, Marjorie
Anne, Charles Loxton and John
received was not at that time aimed
at gaining entrance to university,
and when they left, it was to pursue
careers such as baking, nursing,
building, primary education,
horticulture and secretarial work.
Although these careers were not
academic ones, the work involved
was practical and necessary.
In time, Thomas was to serve on
the School Committee for several
years, while in 1985 it was Marjorie,
Charles and John who set up the
underlying funding that enabled the
Awards to be made in memory of
their father and mother. They felt
that too much emphasis had come to
be placed on Higher Education, and
46

ANNUAL REPORT FOR THE SCHOOL 2005 TO 2006
Below is an edited version of the Head’s School Report, given by Andy
Waters as his fifth and final report to parents and Old Scholars
at Friends and Families Day 2006
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2005 had been consecutively the best
the School had ever recorded, and
the five‐year average for high‐grade
passes was now 14% higher than it
had been when he came to post.
National standards had risen by just
6% in that time. The year 2005 also
saw record ʹAʹ Level results, and a
ʹValue Addedʹ figure that had placed
it once again in the top ten to fifteen
percent of all schools in the country.
The School’s Quaker foundation
continued to influence it on a daily
basis. A new working party had
been charged with seeking how the
School might further embed Quaker
philosophy and practice into its
curriculum and extra‐curricular life,
and after a long period of discussion
the School now had its own General
Meeting, and an opportunity to
manage its affairs from a more local
base. Its relationship with Saffron
Walden Meeting remained, and
should always remain, a strong
source of spiritual nourishment for
those who were hungry, and also for
those who might just be having a
refreshing snack as they passed
through the School.
He stressed that it was relatively
easy to measure the success of a
school by examining the so‐called
ʹkey indicatorsʹ. It was less easy to
quantify what its success actually
meant to the students for whom the
School existed, and it was rightly
judged on the skills, characteristics
and personalities of the students
who came through its doors.
Visitors to the School frequently
commented on the personal qualities
of the students they met, and Sally

remained such a positive one. They
had shown their support in many
ways, both personally and through
the PTA, and by their representation
on committees and working groups.
Their contribution had been deeply
valued and appreciated, and had
helped so vitally in making the
School truly operate as a
community. While he had not
always been able to make decisions
that satisfied everyone, he hoped
that he had managed to balance the
needs of individuals and those of the
School as a whole in a way that had
been just and fair.
The past five years, which had
included the celebration of the
School’s tercentenary, had also
provided an opportunity to re‐affirm
and strengthen links with the Old
Scholars. The Schoolʹs efforts to
work closely with its alumni had
resulted in practical assistance with
website and mailings, and the Head
was pleased to welcome so many
Old Scholars who had been able to
come. He introduced and welcomed
Will Weinman, current President of
the Old Scholars Association, who
had come to speak and to present
the School’s awards.
He continued to review his tenure
as Head, during which he had
sought to raise the profile of the
School, particularly in the creative
area of the curriculum, and believed
that this was demonstrated by
achievements in sport, music, art
and drama, all four of which were
thriving. So too had been the
academic strength of the School; at
GCSE, its exam results in 2004 and
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joined up with the
thousands of
marchers from
Aldermaston, and
the two mingled
together as they
made their way up
Whitehall to
Trafalgar Square.
This was already
crowded with
spectators, and as the
marchers came in it
became even more
packed: according to
the police this was
the largest
demonstration in the
Square in living
memory.
Fiery speeches were
given from the base
of Nelson’s Column
by Canon Collins,
Bertrand Russell and
Speeches beneath Nelson’s Column
many others until
nothing was left to be
said,
and
finally
the exhausted
commitment and determination was
marchers
were
able
to go off to
required in order to endure the pain
collect their sleeping bags and go
from aching feet and limbs, not to
home.
mention the discomfort of sleeping
on the floors of schools. These were
The March did not change
often primary schools, with fixtures
Government policy. Such
and fittings that were rather on the
demonstrations rarely do, and with
small side, making one feel as large
the wisdom of hindsight perhaps it
as Gulliver on his travels.
would be a bad thing for any special
interest group to have such power.
After nearly fifty miles of tramping
along unforgiving tarmac, the March
To those who marched until their
eventually came into the East End on feet bled however, an important
Easter Monday, and with the end in
protest had been made.
sight the marchers’ spirits were
visibly lifted. Shortly after lunch the
Richard Gilpin
head of the Wethersfield March
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THE RACHEL HAIGH-WHALL MEMORIAL AWARD
Rachel Haigh-Whall (FSSW 1975-1982) lost her battle against cancer
in February 2006. A number of her friends have got together
and have established an award in her memory.

R

decision led to them commissioning
a small sculpture of a hare. This will
be made by Phil Richardson, who
taught Rae and continues to teach at
the School, and will be cast in a
suitable material.
Rae was an excellent sportswoman
at School, with County recognition
in hockey and athletics, and she
attacked the running track with such
speed that many of her records still
stand. The sculpture of the hare will,
rather appropriately, be awarded to
a School pupil who has shown
ability and has made a significant
commitment and contribution to
School team sport, and it will be
presented each year on Friends’ and
Families’ Day.
Her friends hope that other Old
Scholars would like to contribute to
this award in memory of Rae, and
have advised that cheques – payable
to Friends’ School (with RHMA
written on the back of the cheques) –
should be sent to either Sarah
Westerhuis or Jane Pearce c/o
Friends’ School, Saffron Walden.

achel Haigh-Whall had many
connections with Friends’ School,
Saffron Walden.
Her mother was Pauline Haigh
(Goddard), who attended the School
as a pupil from 1938 to 1946 and
continued as a member of Staff from
1950 to 1954. Her sister Alison
Whitfield (Haigh) is an Old Scholar
(1971-1978) and Governor of the
School, and her brother Robert is
also an Old Scholar. She was Aunt
Rachel to Bertie (Old Scholar), Fred
and Libby (both currently at FSSW).
Her uncle, John Goddard went to
the School during the War, from
1939 to 1946.
When Rachel died just a year ago,
she left a hole in the lives of many
people. These included her family,
her husband Ray, her sons Gregory
Whall and Douglas Whall (who
hopefully will attend Friends’ School
in the future), and many friends.
These friends included Jane Pearce
(Golding), Sarah Westerhuis
(Watson), Adam Butcher, Claire
Engeham, Sarah McKernan
(Wenley), Vanessa Smith (Collings)
and Amanda Carpenter (Knight),
and they decided amongst
themselves that they would like to
give something to the School in
memory of their “Rae”. This

Richard Gilpin
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Kim had gained a Silver Award in
the National Chemistry Olympiad;
Rebecca Hobbins had gained a place
with the National Youth Theatre,
and Bethan Waters had been one of
ten national winners in the Times
Educational Supplement 'Write
Away' competition which had
attracted 9,000 entries. James
McCall's short story 'The Artist' had
been highly commended in 'The
Friend'.
In music, Seb Major had joined
Bethan with a place in the National
Youth Choir, and Edward Haine and
James Beckwith had places with the
Royal Academy to show their
strengths as jazz musicians.
Students had competed with great
success in the Catrine Basil Music
Awards in Somerset, with Frosty
and the Snowmen the overwhelming
'audience favourites'. Kenya
Brading had performed her own
composition beautifully, and Bethan
Waters had won the individual vocal
award. During the year the School
had enjoyed the Spirit of Christmas,
Seasonal Words and Music, an
Evening of Music, a summer soiree,
and a magnificent Cabaret.
In sport, there had been a
tremendous number of fixtures
despite some spells of poor weather.
The U13 and U15 hockey teams had
reached the District semi-finals, and
the U15 side had enjoyed a fantastic
hockey tour to Barcelona. The U15
Boys Basketball team had been
undefeated - until the District Final,
sadly - in their best season yet.
Bethan Waters had represented
Cambridgeshire at U15 hockey, but

Kikaya, Monica Gonzalez-Carter,
Zhenbo Hou and Kevin PhilemonUduehi, the members of last year's
Quartet, truly represented the
strengths of Friends' School in a way
that no list of facts and figures ever
could. He thanked them for their
dedication and service over the past
year, and welcomed Rebecca Chong,
Dorothy Yeung, Nat Warner and
Tom Dickinson to the roles of
Quartet members for the year 20062007.
It was also true that the mark of a
School should not only be made
upon those within its community
but those outside it too. Senior
School students had supported ten
different charities during the year,
both at home and abroad, donating
in excess of £4,000. He had been
especially pleased with the
continued commitment to
supporting Rekawa School, in Sri
Lanka and had had the pleasure of
seeing - through books,
photographs, reports and project
work - how Saffron Walden’s
support had helped Rekawa recover
after the tsunami disaster of
December 2004.
Friends' School prided itself on the
opportunities available to its
students, and the range of activities
they were able to undertake.
Students had been involved in many
trips, fixtures, awards and
achievements, but a number of
highlights stood out from the past
year. Maggie Zheng and Tom Parry
had been 'Best in School' at their
respective ages in the UK
Mathematics challenge, and Elbert
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'bonding' trip to Bowles' Rocks;
several students had also
represented the School on the annual
Quaker Pilgrimage to 1652 country.
Older students would be celebrating
the end of the exam session with the
Sixth Form and Y11 Ball later in
June.
He believed that the range of
educational, cultural, social and
sporting opportunities had never
been greater, and remained
convinced that these experiences
were of the greatest imaginable
benefit to students; he was grateful
to staff for the time and energy spent
in making these opportunities so
widely available at Friends'.
For him, the past five years had
been an exercise in the management
of change. From the Board of
Governors downwards, nearly every
component part of Friends' School
had been examined, evaluated,
overhauled, re-written, reassembled, launched or developed;
and there would of course, be much
more to come.
He felt that the first major change
had been accomplished in the
appointment of Graham Wigley as
Head, and welcomed Graham and
Maeve, thanking them both for
coming to the Friends and Family
Day. He referred to an old adage
that all progress meant change, but
not all change meant progress, and
wished Graham all the very best in
making that subtle distinction as he
led the School into its next phase.
He then turned to the School’s
development plan, which was the
most important step it had taken in

the star performance of the season
had been Fred Whitfield's selection
as goalkeeper for the East of
England U16 Hockey team. The
Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme
was thriving under John Cowell's
leadership, with over half the Y9
students currently undertaking the
Bronze award.
Many departments had
entertained outside speakers, and
the PSHE work on disability, with
visiting contributors, had been
especially well received. Geography
field trips had been arranged;
language exchanges had taken place;
and Art trips had been taken to
museums and galleries. The History
department had taken an
educational 'Battlefields' trip with
Year 10 and 11 students, while the
ESOL department had put on a
magnificent International Evening
and enjoyed its annual weekend
away, as well as several theatre
trips.
The English department had
organised four theatre trips, 'Poetry
Live' and a return visit from
renowned American poet Brian
Daldorph. Richard Smith's direction
and staging of 'The Sea' had been
greatly enjoyed by full houses, and
there had been some outstanding
individual performances. Daisy
Johnson and Jess Dickinson had
gone on from their success in 'The
Sea' to perform extracts from
'Waiting for Godot' to different
audiences at several School events.
The Sixth Form had had a series of
evening lectures, a Leadership
Challenge Day, and a successful
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its entire history on the Saffron
Walden site, a history spanning over
125 years. He pointed out that the
impact it would have on every
student, parent, and staff member
would be immense, and asked for
everyone to write to the planning
committee in support of the School’s
application.
The last five years had proved to
him that the demand for a Friends'
School education continued to be
stronger than ever. Despite a
demographic decline in the number
of school-age children, the most
recent Independent Schools' Council
survey had shown a further rise in
the number of parents choosing
independent schools, and it had
been gratifying to see that all the
Quaker Schools in the UK had
shown growth in excess of this
overall rise.
Small schools could offer
individual attention, security,
breadth of opportunity, access to
staff, excellent teacher-pupil ratios,
and - most importantly - the sense
that the school would know its
children as people rather than
'registered student units' - an
appalling phrase he had seen used in
a recent DfES document. He
believed that the Friends' School had
a wonderful education to offer the
children in its care; an assured and
confident future; and some of the
best staff any Head could wish to
work with.
He thanked those staff for the
tremendous support they had given
him in the past five years, and made
particular mention of his fellow
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Senior Management Team members,
who worked unenviable hours with
unfailing good humour: Helen
Turmer, who had been a fantastic
source of knowledge, practical
support, tea and sympathy; Jane
Corwin, for her friendship, calm and
sound advice, financial expertise,
and for not laughing when she
discovered that he was to become
the first SHMIS Head who had
worked for consecutive 'lady
bursars'; and Martin Hugall, without
whom the School and everyone else
who sailed in her would have simply
ground to a halt. In his 34th year rather like Agatha Christie's
'Mousetrap', the show kept running and it really had been Martin who
had run the show.
He also gave personal thanks to
Mike Collins and Matthew Wright
who had let him play in their band,
and to Gary Oakshott, the finest
catering manager he had ever
worked with. They had a twentyminute business appointment every
week, and had become such a slick
partnership that it had consisted of
six minutes of catering talk and
fourteen minutes dissecting the
week's football results.
In conclusion, he took the
opportunity to thank his children,
Bethan and Ryan, and his wife
Hazel, for their support, forbearance,
love and care during his time as
Head at Friends'. They were all
looking forward to their next
challenge when they moved to
Grenville College in August.
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THE RACHEL HAIGH-WHALL MEMORIAL AWARD
Rachel Haigh-Whall (FSSW 1975-1982) lost her battle against cancer
in February 2006. A number of her friends have got together
and have established an award in her memory.

R

decision led to them commissioning
a small sculpture of a hare. This will
be made by Phil Richardson, who
taught Rae and continues to teach at
the School, and will be cast in a
suitable material.
Rae was an excellent sportswoman
at School, with County recognition
in hockey and athletics, and she
attacked the running track with such
speed that many of her records still
stand. The sculpture of the hare will,
rather appropriately, be awarded to
a School pupil who has shown
ability and has made a significant
commitment and contribution to
School team sport, and it will be
presented each year on Friends’ and
Families’ Day.
Her friends hope that other Old
Scholars would like to contribute to
this award in memory of Rae, and
have advised that cheques – payable
to Friends’ School (with RHMA
written on the back of the cheques) –
should be sent to either Sarah
Westerhuis or Jane Pearce c/o
Friends’ School, Saffron Walden.

achel Haigh-Whall had many
connections with Friends’ School,
Saffron Walden.
Her mother was Pauline Haigh
(Goddard), who attended the School
as a pupil from 1938 to 1946 and
continued as a member of Staff from
1950 to 1954. Her sister Alison
Whitfield (Haigh) is an Old Scholar
(1971-1978) and Governor of the
School, and her brother Robert is
also an Old Scholar. She was Aunt
Rachel to Bertie (Old Scholar), Fred
and Libby (both currently at FSSW).
Her uncle, John Goddard went to
the School during the War, from
1939 to 1946.
When Rachel died just a year ago,
she left a hole in the lives of many
people. These included her family,
her husband Ray, her sons Gregory
Whall and Douglas Whall (who
hopefully will attend Friends’ School
in the future), and many friends.
These friends included Jane Pearce
(Golding), Sarah Westerhuis
(Watson), Adam Butcher, Claire
Engeham, Sarah McKernan
(Wenley), Vanessa Smith (Collings)
and Amanda Carpenter (Knight),
and they decided amongst
themselves that they would like to
give something to the School in
memory of their “Rae”. This

Richard Gilpin
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Kim had gained a Silver Award in
the National Chemistry Olympiad;
Rebecca Hobbins had gained a place
with the National Youth Theatre,
and Bethan Waters had been one of
ten national winners in the Times
Educational Supplement 'Write
Away' competition which had
attracted 9,000 entries. James
McCall's short story 'The Artist' had
been highly commended in 'The
Friend'.
In music, Seb Major had joined
Bethan with a place in the National
Youth Choir, and Edward Haine and
James Beckwith had places with the
Royal Academy to show their
strengths as jazz musicians.
Students had competed with great
success in the Catrine Basil Music
Awards in Somerset, with Frosty
and the Snowmen the overwhelming
'audience favourites'. Kenya
Brading had performed her own
composition beautifully, and Bethan
Waters had won the individual vocal
award. During the year the School
had enjoyed the Spirit of Christmas,
Seasonal Words and Music, an
Evening of Music, a summer soiree,
and a magnificent Cabaret.
In sport, there had been a
tremendous number of fixtures
despite some spells of poor weather.
The U13 and U15 hockey teams had
reached the District semi-finals, and
the U15 side had enjoyed a fantastic
hockey tour to Barcelona. The U15
Boys Basketball team had been
undefeated - until the District Final,
sadly - in their best season yet.
Bethan Waters had represented
Cambridgeshire at U15 hockey, but
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that no list of facts and figures ever
could. He thanked them for their
dedication and service over the past
year, and welcomed Rebecca Chong,
Dorothy Yeung, Nat Warner and
Tom Dickinson to the roles of
Quartet members for the year 20062007.
It was also true that the mark of a
School should not only be made
upon those within its community
but those outside it too. Senior
School students had supported ten
different charities during the year,
both at home and abroad, donating
in excess of £4,000. He had been
especially pleased with the
continued commitment to
supporting Rekawa School, in Sri
Lanka and had had the pleasure of
seeing - through books,
photographs, reports and project
work - how Saffron Walden’s
support had helped Rekawa recover
after the tsunami disaster of
December 2004.
Friends' School prided itself on the
opportunities available to its
students, and the range of activities
they were able to undertake.
Students had been involved in many
trips, fixtures, awards and
achievements, but a number of
highlights stood out from the past
year. Maggie Zheng and Tom Parry
had been 'Best in School' at their
respective ages in the UK
Mathematics challenge, and Elbert
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WHOLE SCHOOL PHOTOGRAPHS

REPORT BY GRAHAM WIGLEY

One of the School traditions has been the “widescreen” photographs
showing all of the School’s staff and students together.
These are now available on the Old Scholars’ website

The new Head has provided the following report, which would have been
given to the Annual General Meeting of the Old Scholars Association
on 18th November 2006, had he not been away at a conference
involving Heads of other Friends’ schools.

sections of the school community,
and this helped to make those early
ʹtransitionʹ weeks run smoothly.
This was due in no small part to the
support that I have received from the
governing body in general and from
Tony Watson in particular.
Looking back into the summer, I
am delighted to be able to report
very good public examination
results, results for which I can take
no credit. They do, however, reflect
the hard work of staff and (most) of
the pupils. Already we are looking
ahead to next summer and I have
begun to take measures that, I hope,
will serve to consolidate if not
improve further our ‘headlineʹ
academic results. The schoolʹs
improvement plan identifies the
need to embed ICT more securely
into the curriculum and to develop
further a better work ethic in the
students.
The first of these (the ICT) will be
made easier by the installation of
interactive whiteboards and data
projectors in almost every
department. This will allow staff to
develop a wider range of teaching
styles, and will enable staff and
pupils to have more immediate
access to non‐paper based resources.
These developments in turn should
help pupils to learn better. The

Panoramic photograph of the School taken in June 1957

T

record one end of the group and
slowly panned across horizontally
until it reached the other end. This
meant that any adventurous and
mischievous student, standing at the
end where the camera started, could
run around the back of the group
and reappear at the other end, thus
becoming his or her own twin.
Without spending considerable
time examining the photographs in
the Archive, it is not known if this
feat was ever achieved in practice. If
any reader is aware of this
happening and is prepared, after all
these years, to sneak on the
perpetrator, please write to the
Editor. Regrettably no prizes are on
offer (to perpetrator or sneak), as we
cannot be seen to reward such
activity.
Until now, such photographs have
only existed in the form of
conventional paper prints, and in
most years these could be bought

he first photograph of the whole
school to be found in the Archive
was taken in 1922 and, with a
number of exceptions, others have
been taken every two years. Up to
and including 1978 the School was
usually assembled towards the end
of the academic year.
From 1979 however, when the two
‐year gap changed from even
numbered years to odd numbers in
order to record the centenary of the
School on its Saffron Walden site,
the photograph has been taken at
the start of the academic year in
September. Through the years the
School’s staff and students have
been lined up on the front lawn in
tiers (possibly even in tears as well,
in view of the time required to get
everyone in position).
In earlier times a firm called
Panora used a tripod‐mounted
motorised camera, which started to
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G

ood morning, Friends,
The Annual Report from Andy
Waters is indeed a very
comprehensive summary of the
School year 2005 to 2006 and so I will
restrict my remarks to a summary of
what has happened in the life of the
School since then.
The most significant event from
my point of view has been the
change of Head, a change that
actually took effect between the
publication of A level and GCSE
results in late August. I should like
to say from the outset that, as you
might expect, my family and I were
made to feel very welcome by all
sections of the school community,
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process is not complete (it never is
with ICT) but we are beginning to
put in place facilities that will match
the quality of the teaching, which is
what the pupils deserve. An 18 lap‐
top bookable resource will also come
on stream before too long, with most
54areas of the school now wireless
connected.
The second strand to the
improvement plan – enhancing the
work ethos – will be helped by
changes in the pastoral structures of
the school, as well as by individual
departments’ responses. A newly
appointed Assistant Head (Pastoral)
is working with our excellent Heads
of Year to ensure that staff and
pupils are fully aware of the Schoolʹs
structures and procedures. We are
also currently preparing for an
inspection of our boarding facilities
by the Commission for Social Care
Inspection. Our current house
parents leave us at Christmas and
we are currently in the process of
appointing their successors – crucial
54

appointments.
A third area of development is the
visual appearance of the school.
Departments are working hard at
displays, and the schoolʹs corridors
are looking brighter and more
attractive, with a wealth of artwork
on display. I hope you noticed the A
level artwork now greeting you in
the school foyer – after, of course,
you have walked past our smart new
ʹwelcomeʹ sign.
You might think that all of this is
purely cosmetic, but it does serve, I
hope, to show that we are proud of
what we do and take pride in it. As
an aside, although you are not here
on a school day, parents have
commented favourably on the fact
that pupils in general are looking
more smartly turned out this term.
The Quaker life of the school is also
flourishing, I believe, and already
this term we have had some very
special events that are worthy of
comment. Our extended Meeting for

Worship coincided with the
International Day for Peace, and
staff and pupils contributed some
music, artwork and readings, as well
as more spontaneous contributions
to mark the day.
On the same day we joined with
our other six Quaker schools, taking
out a whole‐page advertisement in
The Independent newspaper to
mark Quakersʹ contribution to peace
throughout history.
The following week was Quaker
schoolsʹ week. Departments
celebrated our Quaker foundation
and ethos by devoting lessons to the
exploration of different aspects of
Quakerism. We were also joined by
Ben Okafor, a musician, poet and
former child soldier in Nigeria, who
ran a workshop for our musicians
and performed for the school, before
returning to work with our students
at a most enjoyable evening concert.

That weekend four sixth formers
attended a Quaker Pilgrimage to the
Lakes, and the boarders spent a most
enjoyable evening at Saffron Walden
Meeting House debating whether or
not there is such a thing as a fair
trial, through the story of The Fall
and a global perspective.
This week it has been my privilege
to meet with fellow Heads of Quaker
schools for a three‐day conference in
Yorkshire, where we discussed
matters of common interest and
shared ideas and anxieties.
In addition, in our day‐to‐day
dealings with others and planning of
events, both staff and pupils will
turn to our Quaker heritage for
guiding principles. The young
people here will, I think, be quick to
tell you that we are a Quaker school
and what that means.
So what of the future?
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ood morning, Friends,
The Annual Report from Andy
Waters is indeed a very
comprehensive summary of the
School year 2005 to 2006 and so I will
restrict my remarks to a summary of
what has happened in the life of the
School since then.
The most significant event from
my point of view has been the
change of Head, a change that
actually took effect between the
publication of A level and GCSE
results in late August. I should like
to say from the outset that, as you
might expect, my family and I were
made to feel very welcome by all
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from the School mounted, mounted
and framed, or unmounted (usually
rolled into a cylinder). Panora and
its successors presumably held the
negatives, and without the
intervention and efforts of Martin
Hugall, this situation would have
remained unchanged.
What Martin has done is to look out
old photographic prints and send
them off for scanning, a process that
has enabled digital versions of the
original images to be created. As
webmaster, he has put them on the
Old Scholars’ website, where they
may be downloaded and printed out
as required. Once the main
photograph has been safely stored on
one’s hard disk it can be
manipulated, and portions of the
images can be enlarged to show
individuals or small groups.
Depending upon software available,
other work on the images can be
carried out, and even if you haven’t
got Photoshop, you can adjust
brightness and contrast in Word.
At the time of going to press,
Martin has given this treatment to

thirty‐two whole School
photographs, and in many cases it is
possible to choose between high
resolution images and lower
resolution versions: the latter may be
more appropriate for those without
broadband.
All of the post‐War years from
1948 can be accessed, together with
those photographs taken in 1939,
1924 and 1922.
Some Old Scholars will still have
their copies of the School Photograph
on their walls, while others may no
longer know where they put them.
In either case, the images on the
website are well worth browsing
through, if only to bring back
memories of how young and good‐
looking we all looked in those
halcyon days gone by. We owe a
great debt to Martin for the work he
has done, and to help those readers
who need a reminder of the website
address where he has placed the
images, it is of course:
www.oldscholars.com.
Richard Gilpin

Panoramic photograph of the School taken in June 1997
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STAFF LIST SEPTEMBER 2006
Head
Bursar
Senior Teacher
Assistant Head (Curriculum)
Assistant Head (Pastoral and
Marketing)
Head of Sixth Form
Boarding Co‐ordinator
Year Heads: Years 10 ‐ 11
Years 7 – 9
English

Library
Drama
Drama Assistant
ESOL
History
Critical Thinking
Business Studies
Geography
Religious Studies + PSHE
Modern Languages

Mathematics

Science

ICT

Graham Wigley, BA (Nottingham), MA (Open Univ), NPQH *
Jane Corwin, BA (Aberystwyth), ACIB
Martin Hugall, BSc (Bristol) *
William Mullen, PhD, BSc (London), CChem, MRSC
Sarah Westerhuis, BEd (Brighton Polytechnic), MEd (Cantab)
John Searle‐Barnes, BA (London), MA (Lancaster) *
Brian Thomson, MA (St Andrews), CertSecEd (Jordanhill)
Michelle Gillmore, BA (Portsmouth) *
Alison Ainsworth, BA (Leeds) *
Gillian Kinnear, BA (Loughborough) *
Sue Lock, CertEd (St Osyth’s College) +
Joanna Matthews, BEd (South Glamorgan) +
Janice Weatherall, MA (Dundee), DipLib (Belfast) +
Richard Smith, BA (Trinity College, Carmarthen) *
Sam McCormick
Michelle Gillmore, BA (Portsmouth) *
John Searle‐Barnes, BA (London), MA (Lancaster) *
Charlotte O’Neill, BA (Anglia) *
Brigid Vousden, BA (Univ of Wales, Lampeter), MPhil *
Carolyn White, BEd (Newcastle‐upon‐Tyne)
Alison Ainsworth, BA (Leeds) *
Guy Martin, BSc (North London) *
Helen Golden, BA (University of Kent) *+
Gisèle Searle‐Barnes, Licence, MA (Lyon)*
Peter Fasching, BA (London) *
Jane Pearce, BA (Aberystwyth) *+
Colin McCrea, BEd (Worcester), MEd (Sheffield)
Richard Moss, BTEC (Norfolk College of Arts and Technology) *
Geoffrey Curtis, BSc (Bristol), *+
Heather Douglas, MSc (Edinburgh)
Christine Sleight, BEd (Nottingham), CPhys, MInstP
Martin Hugall, BSc (Bristol) *
Leonard Mead, BA (York), DPhil (York) *
Julie Anderson, BEd (Herts College of Ed)
William Mullen, PhD, BSc (London), CChem, MRSC
Raymond Mordini, BPHE (Western Australia)
Carolyn White, BEd (Newcastle‐upon‐Tyne)
John Cowell, BEd (Exeter), CertEd (Chelsea and Plymouth)
Nicholas Batcheler, BEd (Otago NZ), DipTeaching (Dunedin
College of Ed NZ)
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Art
Artist in Residence
DT ‐ Product Design
DT ‐ Food

Physical Education

Film Studies
Music

Peripatetic Music Teachers

Gap Students
Speech and Drama
Careers
Study Centre

Head of Junior School
Deputy Head
Head of Early Years & Infants

Junior Department

Phillip Richardson, Dip AD (Chelsea), ATC (Sussex) *
Serena O’Connor, BA (London) *+
Emma Wilson, BA (Brighton)
John Cowell, BEd (Exeter), CertEd (Chelsea and Plymouth)
Catherine Whyte, BEd (Bath College of Higher Education) +
Rosamund Burlinson, BA (Open University), CertEd (Worcester
College) +
Nicholas Batcheler, BEd (Otago NZ), DipTeaching (Dunedin
College of Ed NZ)
Jennifer Allwood, BEd (Bedford)
Raymond Mordini, BPHE (Western Australia)
John Searle‐Barnes, BA (London), MA (Lancaster) *
Gavin Greenaway, BA (Anglia Polytechnic University) *
Martin Wilson, ARCM, ALCM +
Mary Richardson, BA (Leeds), Dip ABRSM *+
Jason Meyrick, FTCL, LRAM, LTCL, Professional Certificate +
Edward Dodge, MA (Cantab), GRSM (Manchester), ARMCM *+
Alison Townend, BA (Anglia Polytechnic University), LLCM,
LGSM, LTCL +
Nicky Ogden, BA, (Lancaster), LRAM *+
Philippa Hopewell, BSc (Warwick), CT ABRSM +
Lorraine Daniels, ATCL, LTCL +
Mark Townend GRSM, LRAM, Dip RAM +
Steven Hynes +, Louis Thorne +
Edwin Jones (PE & Boarding), Jacqui Lewinski (PE & Boarding)
Susan McConnel, BDS (Otago NZ), ALAM, LRAM +
Julie Anderson, BEd (Herts College of Ed)
Heather Carter, BA (Portsmouth), MA (Open) *
Vivien Spencer, DipSp LD (Hornsby), RGN
Nell Hibbert, CertEd, DipSpLD (Dyslexia Inst) DipAMBDA +
Heather Douglas, MSc (Edinburgh)
Brigid Vousden, BA (Univ of Wales, Lampeter), MPhil *
Caryn Pepper, Jean King, Teresa Shepherd, Ruth Wathen
Jane Bull, BSc TaCert III+, Rebecca Beswick +, Fiona Glickman +
Andrew Holmes, BEd (Kent), CertEd (Bristol)
Sally Meyrick, BA (Warwick) *
Sally Manser, CertEd (Saffron Walden College)
Robyn Doyle, BA, CertEd (Canterbury, NZ)
Claire Milner, BSc (Manchester), RN (Child)
Susan Westgarth, BEd (University of East Anglia, Norwich)
Kate Richardson, BSc (London )*
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Learning Support
Classroom Assistants

Nursery Co‐ordinator
Nursery Assistants
PE/Swimming
Director of Music
Peripatetic Music Teachers
Junior School Secretaries
House Staff: School ‐ Boys
‐ Girls
‐ Sixth Form
Assistant Bursar
Accountant
Marketing Manager
Clerical Staff

Technicians

Medical
Matron
Catering Manager
Cleaning Supervisor
Maintenance
Gardens & Grounds
Medical Officer
+ Part‐time

Jacqueline Branch, CertEd (Portsmouth College)
Jane Manley, B.A. (Lancaster) *
Deborah Ballingall, BEd (College of St Mark and St John,
Plymouth)
John Cowell, BEd (Exeter), CertEd (Chelsea and Plymouth)
Peter Fasching BA (London)
Catherine Whyte, BEd (Bath College of Higher Education) +
Rosamund Burlinson, BA (Open University), CertEd (Worcester
College) +
Janet Bethune, BSc (Sheffield), LD (OCR), Dip SpLD (OCR) +
Elsebeth Parry +, Sally Day, TaCert III, Lucy Barnes, TaCert III
Beverley Young, Dip CLA Fd +, Tiffany Johnson +
Cindy Monk +, Lorraine Harlow +
June Linscott, NNEB (Tottenham College)
Catherine Armstrong, NNEB (Harlow), Sandra Budd, NNEB
(Ware), Jane Baird
Raymond Mordini, BPHE (Western Australia)
Martin Wilson, ARCM, ALCM
See above list
Christine Noakes, Rachel May +
Brian Thomson, MA (St Andrews), CertSecEd (Jordanhill))
Moira Thomson, MA (Aberdeen), CertPrEd (Falkirk)
Barbara Askew
David Wood, ACIB
Ann Boatman
To be appointed
Helen Turmer, Kathrin O’Sullivan, Lynn Robinson
Anne Fear, Carole Springthorpe +, Alison Stanbury +
Marion Grainge +, Debbie Peck +
Barbara Nicholson (Science) +, Lynn Cargill (Science) +
Nicholas Brucher (ICT, AVA), Louise Plant (Art) +
Rosie Juhl (Food Tech) +, George Barrow (DT) +, Juliet Clark
(Science) +
Ann Livesey, RGN +, Sharon Rose, RGN +
Judy Camp +
Gary Oakshott
Barry Melhuish
Ashley Daley, Andrew Sully, Dean Camp
Matthew Wright, Simon Keyte
Robert. W. Howlett, MA, MB, BChir, DRCOG, MRCGP
* Post Graduate Certificate of Education
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∙ dust off the ISBA model policy on
Occupational Stress and lie down
with it in a darkened room, whilst
wearing a feather boa and a
cowboy hat? ʹ

∙ congratulate those concerned on
a fine example of entrepreneurial
diversification in a rural area;
∙ express concern to whichever
Trade Union is responsible for
Becki that the hourly rate for
fetish modelling is only £50;

Oh dear!
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Tony Watson (2003‐06)
Sheila Brignall (2003‐06)

A Quaker, Deputy Clerk to the Board, Co‐Clerk of Saffron Walden
Meeting, and a Director of Cambridge Water Company.

Katie Frost (2003‐06)

A Quaker, Old Scholar of FSSW and current parent, working as a
Consultant to the recruitment industry.

Alison Whitfield (2003‐06)

An Old Scholar of FSSW who is a current FSSW parent and PTA
Member.

Jane Corwin
This article originally appeared in The Bursar’s Review, Summer 2006, under the title
I Think I Learned To Be A Better Bursar…’

Mario May (2003‐06)
Andrew McTear (2004‐07)
Tim Holding (2004‐07)

WANTED
DEAD OR ALIVE
TALES OUT OF SCHOOL,
MEMORIES, PHOTOGRAPHS.
YOU’VE GOT THEM.
I WANT THEM.

An Old Scholar of FSSW, Clerk to the Board, parent of a former
FSSW pupil, and a retired Solicitor.

Barry Wilsher (2004‐07)
Martin Holmes (2005‐08)
Lorraine Lee (2005‐08)
Shaun O’Callaghan (2005‐08)
Martin Dickinson (2005‐08)

A Quaker, a teacher at St Christopher’s School, and Warden of
Letchworth Meeting House.
An Old Scholar of FSSW and a Chartered Accountant.
A Quaker and a retired teacher.
A Quaker (Monthly Meeting Clerk), a retired actor, and parent of
three former FSSW pupils.
An Old Scholar of FSSW, a farmer, and Treasurer of the Board.
A Quaker, Old Scholar of FSSW, and former FSSW parent.
A Financial Director and FSSW parent.
A Quaker and recently retired Head of Ackworth School.

Sue Fellows (2006‐09)

A Quaker, an Old Scholar of FSSW and a Librarian.

Sue Collins (2006‐09)

A Quaker, and a retired teacher.

Anne Brereton (2007‐10)

A Quaker, currently Vice President of the Herts Dyslexia Associa‐
tion, previously governor of a state Primary school.

Jane Dawson (2007‐10)

A Quaker, Old Scholar of Great Ayton, working in the voluntary
sector.

Jenny Marks (2007‐10)

Former Secretary to the Governors of FSSW, with business experi‐
ence through her family building firm.
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THE BURSAR’S TALE
No, not a piece of mediaeval wackiness from one of
Chaucer’s lesser-known Canterbury Pilgrims,
but a true story of modern times from the School’s own Bursar

B

eing a diligent Bursar, mindful
of the need to avoid unnecessary
expenditure, I have a local source of
good quality second hand office
furniture. The firm concerned
operates from a warehouse on a light
industrial site in a small rural village
about five miles from the school.
Recently, despite my attempts to
ignore them, the office staff
informed me that the drawers had
fallen off one of the desks and that a
wheel had come off our
receptionistʹs chair, rendering her
unable to twirl around when bored.
Several filing cabinets were also
required for our paperless office.
Having had a more than usually
stressful morning (architects telling
me to claim ownership of a ditch for
which I have spent five years
denying responsibility; a report of a
junior school pupil who is saving up
his pocket money to buy Turkey
Twizzlers as he canʹt get them in
school any longer; a new Head of
Music who wants the Music School
repainted, refloored and re‐wired by
Open Morning next Saturday and a
Groundsman whose leaf sucking
machine has packed up just as all the
leaves are falling off the trees), I
thought a quick trip to the office
supplies company would give me a
break.

Off I went, accompanied by our
Governorsʹ Secretary (source of
much of the paper) to help select the
items.
On my previous visits, I had not
explored the furthest recesses of the
warehouse, but the filing cabinets
were all lined up at the back. In the
far corner, a room had been created
using divider panels about twelve
feet high. As we wove our way
between the cabinets, we passed an
open door in to the room and, being
women, naturally looked in. The
space was fitted out as a
photographic studio complete with
lights and reflective umbrellas, and a
large bed with a fluffy cover – on
which were a feather boa and a
cowboy hat.
Beating a hasty retreat, I expressed
some mild curiosity about the room
to the man I had always assumed
was the office supplies manager.
He shuffled his feet a little
nervously before saying that he
rented the space to local
photographers, who found it much
cheaper than high street premises
and used it for family and group
portraits, mostly at weekends when
they were very busy. We returned to
school to ponder our discovery.
You will not be surprised if I say
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that my knowledge of porn studios
is not great ‐ in fact it is non‐existent
‐ but the room looked exactly how I
would have imagined one would
look, if I had ever thought about it ‐
which I havenʹt ‐ honestly.
My Head accused me of having an
overactive imagination, but admitted
the tale had brightened his
lunchtime considerably. I was
reassured slightly by another
colleague who said she had visited
one of the other units in the same
complex recently and had picked up
a card from a photographer in the
village, which had a ʺnice photo of a
girl on a pony on itʺ.
At this point, I had nearly come to
the conclusion that we were wrong
and that the whole thing was indeed
just an ordinary studio. Caution ‐ or
curiosity – prevailed, so the
Governorsʹ Secretary and I set about
trying to check it out. I should say at
this point that we carried out this
research in front of witnesses, using
a personal laptop, not the school
systems! An Internet search did not
find a photographer in the village
concerned.
On the verge of giving up, we put
in ʹphotographic studio for hireʹ and up
popped a site called ʹmodelsforu.com’
‐ donʹt bother looking; I changed the
name. Revealed in all her scantily
clad glory was Becki, a well‐built
young lady available for glamour
photography at very reasonable
rates in a studio setting.
Further enquiry produced the
address we had just visited and the
fact that Becki was a popular girl
with a number of girlfriends in the
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same line of business, some of whom
were clearly very close friends. I
have to say the web site was very
professionally put together.
Amateur photographers without
their own cars, could be collected
from the local railway station if
necessary, and if they and their
chosen model worked up a thirst, tea
and coffee would be provided free of
charge.
If we needed further confirmation,
there were photographs of the
various room sets available. These
included an army camp, a dungeon
and a shot of the bed we had seen.
More worryingly, in view of the
original reason for visiting the
warehouse, an office set was also
available.
I now have a number of unusual
dilemmas.
Should I:
∙ inform my previous Head, who
lives in a lovely cottage about 100
yards from the studio;
∙ warn the famous Television
Chef’s parents, who own the pub
on the opposite corner;
∙ worry about Becki and her
friends, all of whom will catch
chills if they donʹt wear vests;
∙ disinfect all the furniture due to
be delivered next week, in case it
has had a previous life as a prop;
∙ keep a careful eye open for men
in dirty raincoats on the local
station;
∙ stop any more pupils doing work
experience in the nearby fitness
studio;
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∙ dust off the ISBA model policy on
Occupational Stress and lie down
with it in a darkened room, whilst
wearing a feather boa and a
cowboy hat? ʹ

∙ congratulate those concerned on
a fine example of entrepreneurial
diversification in a rural area;
∙ express concern to whichever
Trade Union is responsible for
Becki that the hourly rate for
fetish modelling is only £50;

Oh dear!
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Tony Watson (2003‐06)
Sheila Brignall (2003‐06)

A Quaker, Deputy Clerk to the Board, Co‐Clerk of Saffron Walden
Meeting, and a Director of Cambridge Water Company.

Katie Frost (2003‐06)

A Quaker, Old Scholar of FSSW and current parent, working as a
Consultant to the recruitment industry.

Alison Whitfield (2003‐06)

An Old Scholar of FSSW who is a current FSSW parent and PTA
Member.

Jane Corwin
This article originally appeared in The Bursar’s Review, Summer 2006, under the title
I Think I Learned To Be A Better Bursar…’

Mario May (2003‐06)
Andrew McTear (2004‐07)
Tim Holding (2004‐07)

WANTED
DEAD OR ALIVE
TALES OUT OF SCHOOL,
MEMORIES, PHOTOGRAPHS.
YOU’VE GOT THEM.
I WANT THEM.

An Old Scholar of FSSW, Clerk to the Board, parent of a former
FSSW pupil, and a retired Solicitor.

Barry Wilsher (2004‐07)
Martin Holmes (2005‐08)
Lorraine Lee (2005‐08)
Shaun O’Callaghan (2005‐08)
Martin Dickinson (2005‐08)

A Quaker, a teacher at St Christopher’s School, and Warden of
Letchworth Meeting House.
An Old Scholar of FSSW and a Chartered Accountant.
A Quaker and a retired teacher.
A Quaker (Monthly Meeting Clerk), a retired actor, and parent of
three former FSSW pupils.
An Old Scholar of FSSW, a farmer, and Treasurer of the Board.
A Quaker, Old Scholar of FSSW, and former FSSW parent.
A Financial Director and FSSW parent.
A Quaker and recently retired Head of Ackworth School.

Sue Fellows (2006‐09)

A Quaker, an Old Scholar of FSSW and a Librarian.

Sue Collins (2006‐09)

A Quaker, and a retired teacher.

Anne Brereton (2007‐10)

A Quaker, currently Vice President of the Herts Dyslexia Associa‐
tion, previously governor of a state Primary school.

Jane Dawson (2007‐10)

A Quaker, Old Scholar of Great Ayton, working in the voluntary
sector.

Jenny Marks (2007‐10)

Former Secretary to the Governors of FSSW, with business experi‐
ence through her family building firm.
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THE SCHOOL’S DEVELOPMENT PROPOSALS
The 2006 Magazine included a progress report, which included the hope
that construction work would start in 2007.
There have been delays however, and it is now time for a brief update
on what has happened during the past year.

T

longer large enough or sufficiently
versatile to enable the School to
stage the scale or standard of
theatrical performance that it is now
capable of presenting.
Study facilities for Sixth Form
students are currently split between
the Main building and Croydon
House, and there is insufficient
provision for day students and
boarders to socialise together;
independent study areas are
inadequate for 21st century
expectations.
The major part of the Main
building itself dates back to 1879.
Much of it is in desperate need of
substantial repair and
refurbishment, and frequent
changes of level make access
impossible for disabled students.
The School has not seen any new
buildings for about 25 years so the
time has definitely come to extend
and update the whole building
stock. This development project is
likely to cost in the region of £15
million.
To fund this, the intention is, like
private schools all over the country,
to sell for housing development the
last under‐used parts of the School’s
land (emphatically not any part of
the splendid playing fields). The
development proposals may be

he proposals were outlined in
last yearʹs Magazine. In brief, the
intention is to build a new Junior
School, a boarding house and a
performing arts complex (perhaps to
be shared in use with the town).
The plan is also to convert space for
a sixth form centre and to carry out
extensive refurbishments to the
main building.
The new Junior School is needed
largely because it has never had a
proper home and is currently
housed in five separate locations in
unsuitable buildings. Classrooms
are either too small or too large, and
facilities presently shared with the
Senior School are either like the
Sports Hall and inappropriate for
infants, or like the Senior School
Laboratories and unable to cope
with the demands of both Senior
and Junior Schools.
Through the years, boarding
accommodation has become
outdated and fails to meet the needs
of students who have the School as
their home for seven years. A
purpose‐built Boarding House is the
answer to this need.
The Assembly Hall is presently
used for a whole range of School
occasions and is the only space
available for examinations. It is no
68
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SUBSCRIPTIONS
Subscriptions are due on 1st April
Under 21: £5.00
Standard: £10.00
Joint: £15.00
Payment by Standing Order through your bank if possible please – easy to
administer, impossible to forget, and simple to cancel should you wish to do
so. Otherwise, send a cheque payable to FSSWOSA.
I wish to apply for membership of the Old Scholars’ Association.
My details are as follows:
Name _________________________

Maiden Name (if applicable) ____________

Address _____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
Phone/Fax ______________________

Email ____________________________

Years at School __________________

Year Group* ___________________

*Year Group is the year in which you left or would have left 6ii, even if you did not stay
on to the end.
I understand that £5.00/£10.00/£15.00 (delete TWO) will be deducted by standing
order mandate now and on 1st April each year.

Development Master Plan as revised in December 2006

An amended scheme with 144
dwellings (20 fewer than earlier) and
various suggested alterations was re
‐submitted last November. The
Council is still consulting all parties
again. The problems lie with the
housing area layouts: almost none
with the proposals for the School’s
own buildings. The School believes
that it has put forward a well‐
conceived and acceptable
development. It remains to be seen
what the Council view will be when
it formally considers the application
in, probably, June.
All this is disappointing progress,
but it is par for the course nowadays
in this southeast corner of our over‐
populated island. The School hopes
to report in more of an upbeat

inspected on the schoolʹs web site.
The expectation, recorded in last
yearʹs Magazine, that the planning
application would be considered by
the Planning Committee of
Uttlesford District Council in
summer 2006 proved optimistic.
Despite the wide consultation
process that the School had
undertaken and the changes made
in the light of discussions,
significant objections were
submitted to the Council from
several quarters and the School was
advised by the Council to make
further alterations before the scheme
stood a favourable chance of gaining
planning permission.
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I agree/do not agree for my details to be circulated to other members.
Please complete and send this form to:
OSA Membership Secretary,
Friends’ School, Mount Pleasant Road, Saffron Walden, Essex CB11 3EB
STANDING ORDER MANDATE
TO:
Name of your bank ______________________________________

Bank plc

Address of your bank ___________________________________________________
___________________________________________ Post code _______________
PLEASE PAY TO BARCLAYS BANK, SAFFRON WALDEN (Sort code 20-74-05) for
the credit of FSSWOSA A/c number 20389609
The sum of (in figures) £ __________
(in words) _____________________________ pounds,
now and on 1st April each year until further notice.
Signature ___________________________________

Date _________________

Name (BLOCK CAPITALS please): ________________________________________
A/C Number (Your Account number at your bank): ____________________________
For other methods of payment, including the use of credit and debit cards, please
contact the OSA Membership Secretary at the School.
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SUBSCRIPTIONS
Subscriptions are due on 1st April
Under 21: £5.00
Standard: £10.00
Joint: £15.00
Payment by Standing Order through your bank if possible please – easy to
administer, impossible to forget, and simple to cancel should you wish to do
so. Otherwise, send a cheque payable to FSSWOSA.
I wish to apply for membership of the Old Scholars’ Association.
My details are as follows:
Name _________________________

Maiden Name (if applicable) ____________

Address _____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
Phone/Fax ______________________

Email ____________________________

Years at School __________________

Year Group* ___________________

*Year Group is the year in which you left or would have left 6ii, even if you did not stay
on to the end.
I understand that £5.00/£10.00/£15.00 (delete TWO) will be deducted by standing
order mandate now and on 1st April each year.

Development Master Plan as revised in December 2006

An amended scheme with 144
dwellings (20 fewer than earlier) and
various suggested alterations was re
‐submitted last November. The
Council is still consulting all parties
again. The problems lie with the
housing area layouts: almost none
with the proposals for the School’s
own buildings. The School believes
that it has put forward a well‐
conceived and acceptable
development. It remains to be seen
what the Council view will be when
it formally considers the application
in, probably, June.
All this is disappointing progress,
but it is par for the course nowadays
in this southeast corner of our over‐
populated island. The School hopes
to report in more of an upbeat

inspected on the schoolʹs web site.
The expectation, recorded in last
yearʹs Magazine, that the planning
application would be considered by
the Planning Committee of
Uttlesford District Council in
summer 2006 proved optimistic.
Despite the wide consultation
process that the School had
undertaken and the changes made
in the light of discussions,
significant objections were
submitted to the Council from
several quarters and the School was
advised by the Council to make
further alterations before the scheme
stood a favourable chance of gaining
planning permission.
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THE SCHOOL’S DEVELOPMENT PROPOSALS
The 2006 Magazine included a progress report, which included the hope
that construction work would start in 2007.
There have been delays however, and it is now time for a brief update
on what has happened during the past year.

T

longer large enough or sufficiently
versatile to enable the School to
stage the scale or standard of
theatrical performance that it is now
capable of presenting.
Study facilities for Sixth Form
students are currently split between
the Main building and Croydon
House, and there is insufficient
provision for day students and
boarders to socialise together;
independent study areas are
inadequate for 21st century
expectations.
The major part of the Main
building itself dates back to 1879.
Much of it is in desperate need of
substantial repair and
refurbishment, and frequent
changes of level make access
impossible for disabled students.
The School has not seen any new
buildings for about 25 years so the
time has definitely come to extend
and update the whole building
stock. This development project is
likely to cost in the region of £15
million.
To fund this, the intention is, like
private schools all over the country,
to sell for housing development the
last under‐used parts of the School’s
land (emphatically not any part of
the splendid playing fields). The
development proposals may be

he proposals were outlined in
last yearʹs Magazine. In brief, the
intention is to build a new Junior
School, a boarding house and a
performing arts complex (perhaps to
be shared in use with the town).
The plan is also to convert space for
a sixth form centre and to carry out
extensive refurbishments to the
main building.
The new Junior School is needed
largely because it has never had a
proper home and is currently
housed in five separate locations in
unsuitable buildings. Classrooms
are either too small or too large, and
facilities presently shared with the
Senior School are either like the
Sports Hall and inappropriate for
infants, or like the Senior School
Laboratories and unable to cope
with the demands of both Senior
and Junior Schools.
Through the years, boarding
accommodation has become
outdated and fails to meet the needs
of students who have the School as
their home for seven years. A
purpose‐built Boarding House is the
answer to this need.
The Assembly Hall is presently
used for a whole range of School
occasions and is the only space
available for examinations. It is no
68
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OFFICERS AND COMMITTEE 2006/7
Officers
President

JOHN WEINMAN john.weinman@kcl.ac.uk
8 Leaside Avenue, London N10 3BU

020 8444 8696

PresidentElect

RICHARD GILPIN richard67gilpin@hotmail.co.uk 020 8858 3980
67 Coleraine Road, London SE3 7PF
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MARY MILESON geoff.mileson@zen.co.uk
01799 522167
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Midsummer Lodge, 217 Newmarket Road, Norwich NR4 7LA

Secretary

NIGEL McTEAR mail@mctear.com
01255 850590
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FRIENDS’ SCHOOL SAFFRON WALDEN
OLD SCHOLARS’ ASSOCIATION
Past Presidents

2005-07
2004-05
2003-04
2002-03
2001-02
2000-01
1999-00
1998-99
1997-98
1996-97
1995-96
1994-95
1993-94
1992-93
1991-92
1990-91
1989-90
1988-89
1987-88
1986-87
1985-86
1984-85
1983-84
1982-83
1981-82
1980-81
1979-80
1978-79
1977-78
1976-77
1975-76
1974-75
1973-74
1972-73
1971-72
1970-71
1969-70
1968-69
1967-68
1966-67
1965-66
1964-65
1963-64
1962-63
1961-62

*

*

*
*
*

*

*
*
*
*

1960-61 *

John Weinman
Mary Mileson GRSM, LRAM
David Hills BEd Sussex
Hilary Halter BA
Tony Newton (Lord Newton of Braintree)
Simon Clapperton
Wilfrid Hayler ALA
Mark Bertram CBE, MA Cantab, RIBA
Sarah Westerhuis BEd Brighton,
MEd Cantab
Nigel McTear ASFA, ALFP, CFP
Tom Robinson
Judith Foster
Malcom Pim Dip Soc Admin (Lond), CQSW
David C R Hadley BSc Lond, AIA
Roger C R Bertram MA Cantab, MB, BChir
Jean R Plant BA Lond
Patrick C B Coleman BSc Manc
Katia Herbst MA Newcastle, PhD Lond
E Anthony Watson
Martin Holmes
Derek C Barbanell BSc Lond
Iorwerth John BSc Wales
John F Cadman DLC
Graham Errington FCA
Jack Turnbull OstJ
Margaret R Ball FSBT, FIPS, AISW
Eric Brown ACIS
John C Woods BA Manc
Michael Connolly FCA
Brenda Burns DipPE Dunfermline
Joy Dupont GRSM Lond, ARCM
Richard A Wright BA Cantab
Alan G Risdon
R Raymond Dobbin
Richard L Sturge BMus Oxon, ARCM
Mary Probert JP
James E Dutton BA, DipAgric Cantab
Alan W Thompson FCA
Cyril A Mummery MA Oxon
H A Farrand Radley MBE, MA Oxon,
FInstAM
Alan P Carlton Smith MA, LLB Cantab
Kenneth L Whitlow
Muriel J Rigby
Donald Peverett ARPS
Jennie Ellinor MA Dunelm

1959-60
1958-59
1957-58
1956-57
1955-56
1954-55
1953-54
1952-53
1951-52

*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*

1950-51 *
1949-50 *
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1948-49
1947-48
1946-47
1945-46
1943-45
1942-43
1941-42
1940-41
1939-40

*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*

1938-39
1937-38
1936-37
1935-36
1934-35
1933-34
1932-33
1931-32
1930-31
1929-30
1928-29
1927-28
1926-27
1925-26
1924-25

*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*

1923-24
1922-23
1921-22
1920-21
1919-20
1917-19

*
*
*
*
*
*

Richard Eric Holttum MA, DSc Cantab,
Hon ScD Singapore, FLS, VMH
Walter W Baldwin MA Oxon, BA Lond
Hilda Shippey MBE
Basil G Burton
Bernard B Jacob MA Cantab
Eric Peverett
Kathleen E Skelton
Reginald W Montford
Gerald Littleboy MA Cantab
Henry B Rowntree BScEng Manc, CEng,
FICE, FIWE
Reginald A Reynolds
Leonard Copeland Watts ACGI, CEng,
FIMechE, PPIHVE
William R Bennett
Margaret G Yapp BA Brist
Frank A Cadman FRICS, FAI
G Stanley Pumphrey BScEng Manc
Anthony Skelton
Harold B Holttum
Arnold Brereton BA Lond
Annie Murray
Paul V E Mauger RIBA, FRTPI,
DipTP Lond
Norman S Eames FIMT
Charles Danels
Amy Montford BA Lond
Charles M Ball
Stanley G King Beer BA Cantab
J Owen Clover
Thomas Francis
Gertrude Rowntree
John H Quinn
J Penrose Whitlow BA Vict
Alfred T Carr
Howard Diamond FCA
Florence D Priestman BA Lond
James Watts
Leslie R Hart BSc, PhD Lond, CChem,
MRIC
Violet M Tozer
W Arnold Green MA, BSc St And, AMICE
James S Lidbetter BA Leeds, MA Cantab
Lucy Fairbrother
Gurnell C Green
C Brightwen Rowntree BA Lond

FRIENDS’ SCHOOL SAFFRON WALDEN
OLD SCHOLARS’ ASSOCIATION
Past Presidents (continued)

1915-17
1914-15
1913-14
1912-13
1911-12
1910-11
1909-10
1908-09
1907-08
1906-07
1905-06
1904-05
1903-04
1902-03

*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*

1901-02
1900-01
1899-00
1898-99
1897-98
1896-97
1895-96
1894-95

M Ethel Crawshaw Morland
Henry Bedford Lemere Hon FRPS
Leonard A Farrington
James Backhouse Crosfield
Frank Rivers Arundel
James Tyler Harrod BA Lond
James T Fairbanks
Charles Milnes Willmott
John Edward Walker
E Arthur Williams BA Lond
Joseph W Martin
Mary A Townson
William Robinson
Bedford Pierce MD, FRCP Lond,
MRCS Eng

*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*

Samuel Bland JP
Bedford Marsh JP
John Butler
Alfred Sawer
Isaac Sharp BA Lond
Bedford Lemere
John Farley Rutter JP
John G Armfield

*

Deceased

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
2007
Saturday 19th May
Saturday 10th November

Friends and Family Day
Annual General Meeting

2008
Saturday 17th May

Friends and Family Day
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