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From the Head

Brigitte wins National
Doodle Competition
Brigitte Parnham, (Year 10) beat
off stiff competition from across
the country to win the Under 16
category of the recent National
Doodle Day Competition, an
event in support of the charity
Epilepsy Action. This nationwide
competition saw Lord Dodo
choose Brigitte’s entry to feature
in the 2015/16 edition of the
Dodo Acad-Pad and Dodo pad,
the much loved desk doodle
diary. Brigitte is an Art Scholar
at Friends’ and studying GCSE
art – many congratulations to
her on drawing the best doodle
in the UK!

As I write to welcome you once again to this
summer edition of the newsletter, our Senior
School musicians are about to take the stage in
Paris for the first of their concerts at Disneyland.
All year the Senior Choir and Jazz Band have
been rehearsing and at the Summer Soiree
just over a week ago, they sounded excellent.
This is just one example of the dedication and
hard work which has gone in to create so
many successful events and wider educational
opportunities this year. The examination art
shows this year contained some of the best work
I have seen, with a wonderful variety of work
in different media, portraits, landscapes, design
and exploratory abstract work. Every year entirely
new work is presented, a testament to the way
in which our students are allowed to develop
and express their creativity. On the stage, on the
sports field, we have seen some distinguished
performances and enthusiastic participation from
all our students and in the final assembly of the
term it will be my pleasure to reward a whole
range of achievements.
Our school is in a very favourable location to
take advantage of many opportunities in London
and Cambridge. The galleries and museums
are a constant source of inspiration. Recently
some of our scientists were invited to the
Wellcome Foundation in London, for a tour of
the fascinating collection and they were inspired
to think about a choice of interesting careers in
Science. We have been able to invite a range of

excellent speakers; most recently Professor John
Pyle, an expert in climate change, came in to talk
to our Sixth Form.
There are so many other things I could mention
to typify the busy and stimulating year we have
had but these examples give a flavour of the
year. The staff have worked incredibly hard to
provide such a rich educational complement
to their classroom teaching. The students have
also worked hard all year and another round of
internal and public examinations is complete.
Now the pens are laid down and the leavers
have celebrated with their final ball, a lovely
occasion last Saturday and we look forward to
good results in August.
In a school, however, things never come to a
complete stop. The current Sixth Form are now
preparing for their university applications, with
some dedicated sessions of careers advice and a
focus on higher education. New staff will come
to take up posts in the Maths, Learning Support
and Technology Departments and we look
forward to greeting the new Year 7, who have
already been in for their Induction Day.
On behalf of the staff, I wish all of you a
pleasant summer with your families and thank
you for your great support for all we are doing.
We all need a good rest before things start again
in September but I am sure that we can look
forward to another excellent year in 2015/16.
Anna Chaudhri
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From the Junior School Head
This term, like previous ones, seems to have travelled at breakneck speed. It has been a challenge to pack everything in. There
has been numerous activities, visits and fixtures as well as superb
learning opportunities and the children and staff have really
given everything their all. I have thoroughly enjoyed watching
them learn and grow and hearing about their adventures,
successes and disappointments. The Forest School continues to
be a real success story and the fact that all of the children have a
regular opportunity to take part in these activities is truly special.
One of my highlights has certainly been the ‘Reading Tea Time’
in the forest. It is a magical setting and one, which seems to
bring out the best in the children.
The musical successes of the school go from strength to strength
as was demonstrated on Friends and Families day. The Year 5
and 6 extravaganza entitled ‘All that Jazz’ was a delight and
every child performed with enthusiasm, even the less-extrovert
amongst them.
Sport has also seen a real upsurge this year under the guidance
of Chris Clayton-Smith. The children have participated in a whole
host of activities and fixtures with huge enthusiasm. It has been
superb to see them all developing their skills and confidence.
Highlights for this term include: the U11 cricket team coming
2nd in the Bancroft Festival; coming 1st in the USSP rounders
tournament and Alex Peirson scoring 50 not out against Dame
Bradbury’s. A huge well done to all who have represented the
school this year.

It is not without some sadness that I look back on my time here
at Friends’. I have gained invaluable experience and can’t quite
believe how much has been achieved. Seeing the children in
the new summer uniform this term was a delight and I believe
the new uniform has given the Junior School a real lift. I look
forward to visiting in the Autumn and seeing the full ensemble
complete with blazer.
It only leaves for me to say a huge thank you to the whole staff
team for all their support and hard work over the last two years.
A special thank you goes to my PA Debbie Pickering who has
helped to keep everything running smoothly. I wish all the staff,
children and parents all the best for the future and am looking
forward to new challenges when I commence my role in Surrey.
Ruth Darvill

A Visit to
Flatford Mill

Friends and Families Day
Our annual day of celebration, which involved all of our school
community, was again a great success and a really enjoyable time
for everyone involved. It was a pleasure to host our guest speaker,
Piers Loxton Edwards (of the Edwards’ Family Awards) and of
course, to hear from our Quartet during the speeches. In spite of
changeable weather, picnics went ahead, the Old Scholars cricket
match was played, various lively activities took place and afternoon
tea with some live music provided a lovely finish to a fabulous day.
It is always a wonderful occasion on which to see parents, students
and staff join together for this special day in the school year.

Pupils in Year 4 visited
Constable Country
earlier this term to
explore the area near to
where John Constable
painted ‘The Haywain’.
Activities included
listening and looking
for wildlife at twilight,
trapping small mammals
(and then releasing
them!), pond-dipping
and sketching. All the
children thoroughly
enjoyed the residential
trip and the chance to
learn new things outside
of the classroom.

The 60 go on Tour to Paris
‘The 60’, our Senior School Choir and Jazz/Big Band, spent the last week of the term in Paris on a music tour. Included in the trip were two high profile
concerts, one on stage at Disneyland and the other on the Notre Dame Bandstand. Both were a resounding success. The tour also allowed for some
sightseeing and activities between performances.

The Nursery get hands on at Boydells Farm

A Visit to Perry Green for Year 3

The Nursery had a wonderful sunny day out at Boydell’s Farm this
term. The children delighted in their visit to the farm and the chance
to get up close and personal with a variety of animals. They were
able to take part in many activities including milking a cow and
feeding the lambs, pigs and chickens. The group also got to see how
a sheep is sheared which proved a fascinating experience for all!

Year 3 were able to explore the work of the famous sculptor
Henry Moore at his home at Perry Green in Hertfordshire. The
day involved sketching various sculptures and finding out more
about the man behind all the wonderful work. The staff at the
foundation were very impressed by the pupils observations and
interpretations of Moore’s work.

A taste of Victorian England
Year 5 have been comparing the way the rich and the poor
lived within their study on Victorian England. A visit to Audley
End House helped bring those stark comparisons to life as
they became servants for the day. While getting up at 4am
and working until dark seemed like a harsh life for a child,
they found out that servants at Audley End House were well
fed. Probably so they could continue the daily tasks of carrying
heavy coal scuttles, filling buckets of water and emptying
chamber pots!

ESOL Students get a taste of Strasbourg
Strasbourg was the destination for our ESOL students over the
May Bank Holiday break. They packed the long weekend full of
interesting and exciting activities such as a visit to the European
Court of Human Rights, touring Strasbourg centre on Segwayst and
a day at Europa Park in Germany. Added to this was the wonderful
shopping, delicious meals out in the city; all agreed Strasbourg is a
beautiful place to visit.

Visit to Auschwitz-Birkenau
Two Sixth Form students, Miles Burgess, Emese Karolyi and
teacher,Helen Golden, joined 200 other students and teachers
from the South East on a poignant visit to the AuschwitzBirkenau concentration camps, arranged and generously
subsidized by The Holocaust Educational Trust.
The one-day trip started with a visit to a Jewish cemetery, which
had been restored to honour the many generations of Jewish
families buried there. Then the students saw what is Auschwitz
1, originally a Polish military barracks converted by the Nazis into
a concentration camp, but disguised as a work camp, followed
by a tour of the extermination centre, Auschwitz-Birkenau.
Emese Karoyli said, “ It was an emotional day, evoking a keen
sense of sadness and a stark reminder that everyone has an
element of cruelty in them and it is only those who overpower
this inner brutality who can ever truly be good.”

Junior School Raises Money for Nepal
“What can we do to help?” was the first question asked by pupils
in Year 5 after seeing the news coverage of the devastation caused
by the recent Nepal earthquake. As a result of discussion and
consultation with the Head and class teachers, they organised a
programme of fundraising activities in order to help those affected
by the quake. During Friends and Families Day they held a bucket
collection, which was followed by a red and white themed nonuniform day and cake sale for staff and all pupils.
The total raised reached the grand sum of £708, which will be
matched by the Independent Association of Prep Schools and donated
to Save the Children’s Nepal Appeal. Well done Year 5 – a fine effort!

Ellie Richards receives Rotary Award

Mock Election
It was not only the nation who were on the edge of their seats
awaiting the results of the public vote, but so too were students
at Friends’ as they counted the contents of the ballot box in the
school’s mock election.
After the various party speeches and much canvassing later
the returning officer, Ben Shaw, announced the Conservatives
had pulled off a decisive victory gaining over 50% of the votes.
Interestingly, the
Green party received
the second largest
amount of votes
with Labour a distant
third. Thanks to
Oliver Northover
(Year 11) and the
Current Affairs Club
who organised
the campaign and
brought home
the importance
of voting to their
fellow students. Well
done also to those
daring students who
stood as candidates;
Matthew Richardson
for the Conservatives,
Tom Parsons for
Labour, Matthew
O’Callaghan for the
Liberal Democrats
and Oliver Northover
for the Green Party.

Ellie Richards (6ii) attended the Rotary Awards evening at the District
Council Chambers in June to receive a Rotary Book Award. This
award was presented to Ellie in recognition of her voluntary work
that has made a significant contribution to the local community and
which exemplifies the Rotary motto of “Service Above Self”.
Ellie has been involved in ACTIVE (Addenbrooke’s Childrens’
and Teenage Ideas and Venture Enterprise) a group dedicated to
improving paediatric care and the experience of young children
and adolescents who have to spend time in hospital. Ellie has been
nominated by the Saffron Walden Rotary Club for the National
Rotary Award which will take place in 2016. We are proud to see
Ellie’s work being recognised in this way.

Friends’ Riding Team Success
Elliott Dowler, Lani
Hunter and Nathan
Gibbs competed at the
prestigious Royal Windsor
International Horse Show
this term, held in the
Windsor Great Park. With
the Queen in attendance
all three of our riders
rode the technical track
well and thoroughly
enjoyed the experience of
competing in such a fantastic atmosphere.
The team also competed at the Wellington Schools Competition
held at Keysoe during half term. Isolde Northover was an
individual in two classes and put in a very impressive performance.
Titania Northover, Nathan and Lani took part in the team
competition and put in a solid performance. Only Lani and Nathan
competed in the bigger class and both got good clear rounds with
Nathan being quick enough to gain 5th place out of 65 starters.
Well done to the riding team, another great effort! Thanks to
Sandie Gibbs for all her support and hard work as team manager.

Essex Athletics
A number of very talented athletes from Friends’ attended the
North West Essex Athletics trials in early May in order to gain
selection for the Essex Schools Championships. Well done
to Sissie Charlton-Hunt (Year 7) and Skye Wicks (Year 8) on
being selected for the 100m, Kierah Nabena and Sam Fuller
(Year 9) who were both selected for the 200m and Chinasa
Okoroma who gained selection to compete in the shot put.
Skye went on and put in an impressive performance at the
Essex Championships in June, coming 2nd in her heat and 5th
in the final.

Junior School Sports Day
The Infants and Juniors enjoyed fabulous weather on Sports Day with an audience of many
parents and supporters to cheer them on during the day. While the infants took part in
various activities such as egg and spoon, mini hurdles and an obstacle course, the Juniors
competed in the more traditional track and field events in the afternoon. Well done to all
pupils on contributing to the day and playing their part in the Sports Day house competition.
Congratulations to Penn, who after all the points were tallied, finished the day in 1st place. They
were closely followed by Cadbury in second place with Fry coming in third.

Senior School Sports
Highlights
Rounders
It has been a good term for our
Rounders teams with Year 7
making a strong start and Year
8 showing skill and commitment
throughout the season,
winning all their matches.
Congratulations to the Year 8
girls who had a fantastic Districts
Tournament. They all played
brilliantly to make the final and
got incredibly close to becoming
champions. A great effort!

Sports Day 2015
Sports Day was again a great success with a House Top Team competition in the morning
followed by track events in the afternoon.
The weather proved favourable as twelve house teams participated in events such as
basketball sharpshooting, wheel barrow water relay, knots and catch the train. Each team
received points for performance and team work. It was great to see the students thoroughly
enjoy the range of activities which required varying degrees of athletic ability, thinking skills
and team work. Third place went to Mennell 1, second to Tuke 3 and the top team for 2015
was Mennell 3, ably captained by Lucy Robinson and Henry King. Well done to Tuke - the
overall Top Team house who won with 3765 points.
The afternoon track events were hotly contested from the start with some close races and a
lot of commitment shown throughout. The highlights of the day include Sissie Charlton-Hunt’s
time of 29.57 in the Year 7 200m, Sam Fuller running the Year 9 200m in 24.91seconds and
James Morris finishing the Year 10 400m race in 1.02.69 seconds. These times as well as Skye
Wicks time of 28.72 in the Year 8 200m were all ‘new’ records –the fastest time recorded
since 2000. Skye also broke an all time record running the Year 8 100m with a time of 13.03,
the fastest time recorded for that event by a Year 8 girl at Friends’. A fantastic achievement.
Congratulations to Tuke, the winning house with 1277 points. Lister were a close second and
Mennell not far behind coming third.
Thanks to the PE staff for another successful Sports Day and to the students who put in such a
great effort on the day.

Year 9 have shown much
improvement in both their
batting and fielding, while Year
10 have achieved a season of
all wins with excellent play from
Lottie Riley, Clem AddisonAtkinson and Emily Bonner.
Cricket
The U13 team have looked
strong from the start recording
wins over Stoke, Hockerill, Forest
Hall and Birchwood. The team
was led well by captain Josh
Perry, who also scored runs in
all matches. Joe Davies and Will
Barnett provided good support
with bat and ball but it was
the overall team effort, which
produced such excellent results.
The U15 cricket team had good
wins over Hockeril and Stoke
this term with Barnaby Deller
and Josh Batcheler showing
good leadership on the pitch.
Frank Dudley and Callum
Morgan McDermott put in good
performances with the ball.

Football Tour to Holland
Students from Year 7 to 10 went on tour to Valkenburg during the Easter break
to receive training from highly qualified coaches and play against local Dutch
opposition. They also took part in the Masterclass UK football competition at the
end of the tour.
The boys progressed extremely well throughout the training sessions, taking
what they had learnt into both the fixtures and the tournament. The tour also
allowed time for some fun including tobogganing, lunch at a pancake house and
ten-pin bowling. The standout highlight, however, was a stadium tour of PSV
Eindhoven. The chance to see behind the scenes, visit the changing rooms and
sit on the subs bench was all the motivation they needed to perform at their best in the afternoon tournament. Well done to the boys for
their impeccable behaviour and positive attitude on tour and thanks to Nick Batcheler for organising such a great tour.

Friends’ basketball continues to go from strength to strength with all three teams reaching
the district finals. Following the round robin matches, the Senior Team remained unbeaten
after playing against Leventhorpe, Hockerill, St Mary’s, SWCHS and Freman College.
Unfortunately Leventhorpe, the other finalists, were unable to play the final so Friends’
Senior team were crowned district champions. The Year 10 team also went into the final
unbeaten and, as the favourite, did not disappoint beating Hockerill by 20 points. The Year
7/8 team were beaten only by Hockerill in the league matches and lost to them again in
the final. However, the team put in a great performance and made much improvement
throughout the season. Congratulations to all three teams on their success!

Cross Country
Congratulations to Lily Godfrey
(Year 6) and Cecily Hannam (Year
5) who represented Uttlesford in the
County Primary Schools Cross Country
Championships in Southend. Both girls
ran brilliantly competing against a field of
100, with Lily finishing in 10th place and
Cecily coming 16th in the Year 5 race.
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