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POETRY BY HEART – 
TONY MITTON VIS ITS  THE 
PREP SCHOOL

Tony Mitton took pupils from the Pre-Prep 
and Prep on a journey to a wondrous, 

poetic world during a visit in October. One 
representative from each class recited a 
poem amongst friends, before Tony Mitton 
treated them all to his special performance, 
which including a recitation of poems about 
flying chapatti’s, fearsome crocodiles and 
terrifying pigs!

VIS IT  TO THE HOUSE 
AND GARDEN OF HENRY 
MOORE 

The sculptures of Henry Moore looked 
fabulous in the Autumn sunshine when Year 

5 and 6 visited the sculptor’s home in Perry 
Green. They learnt about the sculptor’s life, his 
inspirations and the themes in his work. The 
children were able to appreciate his large 
outdoor works and learn about his use of 
texture, positive and negative space.

FROM THE HEAD

The beginning of September seems a long 
time ago now when we first opened our 

doors as Walden School, after the long 
preparations from January onwards. The 
feedback we have received from all quarters 
is very positive; the new livery is popular, 
especially on the minibuses, the new uniforms 
look smart and the students seem to relish the 
new name. There is much more interior work 
to be done to upgrade parts of the school and 
this work will be ongoing for some time but we 
hope you like the new Reception and we hear 
sighs of relief from the refurbished changing 
rooms which have been so much in need of 
work for so long. Our work there has enabled 
us to create a new Art Gallery space and for 
the first time one of the highlights of our year, 
the final GCSE and A Level Art Exhibition, will 
be housed in its own dedicated space and you 
will be welcome to visit.

We welcomed some new teachers to the team 
this year and Oliver Staines, Lindsay Takle and 
Gillian Ragsdale are already making their mark. 
We shortly hope to be recruiting a new Bursar, 
after the premature retirement of Stephen Welch 
on the grounds of ill health and at Christmas we 
bid farewell to Kathrin O’Sullivan who is retiring 
after a long spell of service on the admin team. 

The term has been a busy one with plenty of 
highlights, ranging from a trip to the Hadron 
Collider at CERN, a visit to Rome and the 
annual Year 7 trip to Woodbrooke at the 
beginning of the year. We have started a new 
Community Choir this year under the direction 
of John Clenaghan and they will commence 
rehearsal of the Fauré Requiem next term, 
in preparation for the Joint Quaker Schools’ 
Choirs event at Sibford School in the Spring. 
For the seventh year in succession, one of our A 
Level art pieces has been selected for national 
exhibition and we have once again been 
represented at the inter-schools Art-ticulation 
competition, a chance for a student to study a 
work of art in depth and to present it in a public 
lecture. Our Innovation Forum starts its work in 
January, allowing students to have a greater 
say in the development and improvement of 
the school.

The hard work in the classroom has gone 
forward with fresh vigour and our students 
are achieving well across the curriculum. Our 
Year 11 students are now preparing for mocks 
in January and they will be the first cohort to 
be assessed under the new grading scheme. 
Education continues to undergo great changes 
at national level and our staff continue to update 
their skills and knowledge to adapt to the new 
specifications and courses.

Now as we look forward to Christmas and our 
annual celebration of Words and Music, we 
hope that you will spend an enjoyable holiday 
with your families and that we will all return 
refreshed for the challenges of 2017! A happy 
Christmas and New Year to you all.

Anna Chaudhri

Childhood Memories  
by Douglas Whall Oil, on board

Selected for exhibition at Royal Society of 
British Artists, Mall Galleries and the Rising 
Stars Exhibition, St James’s Street, London.



YEARS 5 AND 6  
CONQUER SNOWDON!

Pupils from Years 5 and 6 enjoyed a 
tremendous sense of achievement when they 

reached the summit of Mount Snowdon during 
their field trip to Wales at the beginning of 
term. This trip is an established feature on the 

school calendar and inspires some excellent 
project work back in the classroom. Pupils 
gained hands-on experience of measuring 
rivers, exploring glacial features and using their 
knowledge of Geography and Biology to study 
the stunning environment of the Snowdonia 
National Park.

FROM THE HEAD OF THE 
PREP SCHOOL
Having Too Much Fun

A parent was recently overheard that they 
thought the children were having too much fun 
at school.  This worried me on many levels. 

Firstly, as Head of an institution dedicated to 
ensure the academic progress of its pupils, I 
needed to check that everyone was working 
hard in class. They were. Our children have 
worked very hard this term getting to grips 
with phonics, reading skills, grammar skills, 
elements that lift their independent writing, 
mathematic skills, science topics and the 
overarching topic of India. I asked some of 
the children new to the school how Walden 
Prep was different to their old school. Without 
hesitation, they all said that they were glad to 
have more of the teacher’s attention and help, 
and felt that they were making more progress 
than in the past. Their confidence in their 
ability had grown, as too had their motivation 
to do more. They also said that they enjoyed 
being here – it was fun.

So then I looked at the issue of having fun. 
Were the children having too much of it? I 
asked the children. They weren’t sure that it 
was possible to have too much fun. I tend 
to agree, but needed to ensure that the fun 
was purposeful and an opportunity to learn. 
It was. Our trips to Snowdonia, the Mandir 
in Neasden, Henry Moore’s statues at Perry 
Green, Colchester and Linton Zoo, Build-A-
Bear in Cambridge, and Harrods Aviation 

in Stansted were all enormously enjoyable 
and at the same time great opportunities to 
learn – facts, practical skills, social skills, and 
developing a greater awareness of self.  Back 
at school we ‘flew’ to India and learnt to 
dance the Keralan way, trying Indian street 
food on the way and we have ‘built’ the Taj 
Mahal. On both occasions we were able to 
combine learning with enjoyment, sharing the 
experience with our peers.

I have just come back from Late Night 
Christmas Shopping in Walden where our 
Walden Prep School did a roaring trade in 
items prepared and costed by the children 
as part of their Business Enterprise Project. 
To see the children engage with the public, 
confidently and with charm, was wonderful.  
They were definitely having fun…..And the de-
brief will cover product placement, supply and 
demand, and what to do with the profit!

I asked the staff – did they think the children 
were having too much fun?  It might have 
been the wrong time to ask. The end of term, 
with reports being written, planning for next 
term in progress, Christmas productions being 
prepared whilst still ensuring this term’s work 
is completed does not always get the best 
response. But being the professionals that they 
are, they simply said, “Don’t be ridiculous.” 
One member of staff was overheard earlier 
this term saying that ‘flying to India’ had been 
the best day of her teaching career – the 
delight on the children’s faces had been worth 
every minute of preparation.

 

So what did this parent mean? Why didn’t 
they see that the fun was a motivating 
force, engaging the children in purposeful 
activity, creating learning opportunities in an 
environment that says ‘have a go’, ‘you can 
do it, we will show you how’? Why did they 
consider work and learning to be devoid 
of fun?  So I looked on our Facebook page 
– and it all became clear. It does look as if 
we are having a lot of fun (but not too much 
fun!).  And as a result, so that there can be 
no misunderstanding, I have made a New 
Year’s resolution to include more pictures of the 
children working. Hard.

In the meantime, may I wish you all a very 
happy Christmas and hope that you all have 
just the right amount of fun!



READING TEA T IME -  THE 
GRUFFALO COMES TO 
FOREST SCHOOL

Children in the Prep School, together with 
their parents, staff and Sixth Formers 

celebrated the wilder side of reading at a 
special Reading Tea Time held within our 
Forest School. Children from Year 6 performed 
‘The Gruffalo’, before the audience dispersed 
into the woodland to perform various themed 
challenges: constructing a Gruffalo den, 
building a nest for Owl and a tiny safe home 
for Mouse, as well as creating Gruffalo 

portraits - all using the natural resources 
provided by the woodland. 

Challenges complete, the group gathered by 
the campfire for hot buttered crumpets, cheesy 
Gruffalo feet and some gentle harp music, 
provided by Richard Twinn. They were also 
treated to a performance of puppetry and 
music directed by Head of Drama, Richard 
Smith. Sixth Formers, Kate Tillotson and Olivia 
Dogget performed an extract from ‘Into the 
Woods’, skillfully using their four-stringed 
puppet to bring the story to life.  A brilliant 
finale to our extra special Reading Tea Time in 
the Forest. 

AN EXPEDIT ION TO 
ECUADOR 

It was during the Summer break that eleven 
pupils from Year 11-13 set off on a four-week 

long, life-changing adventure. 

Quito, Ecuador’s capital city was their first 
destination before they set off to the rainforest in 
Sinchi Warmi for the project phase of the trip. 
During this time they helped mix concrete to lay 
a floor in one of the local houses, haul sand to 
extend one of the tourist trains and build a roof 
out of palm leaves for one of the new buildings. 

The trekking phase involved walking many 
kilometres, taking in the beautiful scenery and 
camping in the evening. Once this part of the 
trip was complete the group took a flight to 
Isla Baltra in the Galapagos Islands. A few 
highlights of the islands included the giant 
tortoises, lava tunnels, a visit to a tortoise 
breeding centre and wildlife reserve, snorkelling 
with turtles, getting up close to marine iguanas, 
white tipped reef sharks, swimming at sunset, 
seeing frigate birds and blue footed boobies 
and snorkelling along the coast to see stingrays, 

sea lions, turtles and other beautiful marine life. 
It was a trip which saw the group learn many 
skills through both necessity and working within 
a close team environment. They learned how 
to organise, cope with change and plan within 
a strict budget, while never forgetting to enjoy 
all that was on offer around them. Without 
doubt, a trip of a lifetime. You can read more 
about this expedition in the School Magazine 
in January

WALDEN PREP  
F L IES TO INDIA

There was great excitement in the Prep 
School as all pupils embarked on a 

(virtual!) trip to India as part of their India 
project this term.

After enjoying their Walden Prep Airways 
flight, they arrived in India to experience 
the sights and sounds of an Indian 
market, where they tasted street food and 
drank traditional chai. After a lesson in 
Indian dancing, the travellers visited an 
Indian Bazaar, where decorative Henna 
tattoos were being painted and life size 
elephants decorated. 

In the Pre-Prep, our younger learners have 
been finding out about Diwali – the Hindu 
Festival of Light.  The children were told the 
story of Rama and Sita and its significance 
to the festival, and enjoyed making Indian 
sweets, diva lamps and lanterns for a 
special Diwali party. Dressed in new party 
clothes as is traditional at Diwali, they had 
a fabulous time making ‘Rangoli’ patterns to 
welcome the Goddess Lakshmi, sampling 
exotic fruit kebabs and learning Bollywood 
dance moves. 



S IXTH FORM OUTINGS 
–  BOWLES ROCKS AND 
FOXTROT
Year 12 students enjoyed a weekend of 
adventure at Bowles Rocks, an outdoor 
activities centre based in East Sussex. A regular 
feature on the school calendar, the weekend 
encourages students to get to know each 
other alongside developing teamwork and 
leadership skills.

The group took on a series of challenging 
problem-solving tasks, drawing on both their 
physical and mental skills. Activities included 
rock-climbing, bouldering, dry slope skiing, a 
night-time exercise, and a more light- hearted 
challenge which saw students negotiating a low 
ropes course whilst carrying a tray of drinks!

The following month Gus Annis, Pelham Hardy, 
Martha Noakes and Matt O’Callaghan, 

accompanied by Matt Miller, journeyed north 
to Yorkshire for the annual Quaker Schools’ 
pilgrimage, known as ‘The Foxtrot’. Alongside 
students from four other Quaker schools, they 
followed in the footsteps of George Fox, the 
founder of the Quaker movement, visiting 
important landmarks in the history of Quakers, 
and learning more about the origins of the faith.

HARVEST FEST IVAL

Harvest Festival was celebrated across 
the whole school, with the Prep School 

adopting a distinctive international flavour 
to their festivities this year. Children learnt 
about the Indian tea harvest and experienced 
a sensory trip to an Indian market. A lively 
Harvest Assembly included a rousing rendition 
of Queen’s ‘We Will Rock You’. Funds were 
raised in aid of Toybox – a charity that helps 
street children across the world.

The Senior School held a non-uniform day 
with an appropriate theme – ‘The Farm’ and 
a House competition for the best Harvest 
display. Congratulations to Mennel who was 
selected as the winner by our guest judge and 
Head Chef, Andrew White. 

All produce from the harvest displays was 
donated to the charity, Jimmy’s Night Shelter 
in Cambridge. Thank you to both Prep and 
Senior School parents for their generous 
donations.

YEAR 7 V IS IT 
WOODBROOKE 
Year 7’s annual residential visit to 
Woodbrooke again provided the group with 
valuable lessons in cooperation, comradery, 
empathy and sustainability, amongst 
other Quaker values. The group enjoyed 
Woodbrooke’s beautiful grounds and 
calming atmosphere, and the visit proved 
once again to be a great start to Senior 
School. 



BARCELONA NETBALL  AND 
HOCKEY TOUR 2016

On Sunday 23rd October, 28 Year 8, 9, 
10 and 11 students, four members of 

staff and two very large bags containing sports 
equipment flew out of Stansted Airport en route 
to Salou near Barcelona. 

The itinerary included a day at a theme park, 
a tour of Barcelona city and two days of both 
training and competition. 

The next day training began in earnest as the 
group spilt into hockey players and netballers. 
The hockey team travelled to a very swish 
sports club to spend the day training and onto 

a markedly less swish venue for an evening 
fixture. The netballers spent the day training 
in preparation for their tournament and then 
travelled to the hockey venue to cheer on the 
team which they did with real gusto, until a 
Spanish boy’s hockey team turned up and 
suddenly all conversation involved many 
attempts at greetings in Spanish, Italian, French 
and German as international relations became 
all the rage.

After a day of intensive training the hockey 
team playing an evening fixture, in which they 
were magnificent in intent and commitment. 
Although they didn’t quite manage a win, the 
team were commended by all who watched, 

as they refused to give up the fight. The girls 
played every ball, ran back to defend and 
never gave up in a tackle until the final whistle 
went. 

A similar commitment to the cause was also 
demonstrated by the netballers who showed 
the same determination during their tournament 
and were duly commended for their resilience 
throughout the day.

The final day of the tour included some 
sightseeing in beautiful Barcelona and a 
spectacular tapas lunch in the back streets off 
Las Ramblas. The experience was enjoyed by 
all - another fabulous and rewarding tour for 
our Netball and Hockey girls.

PTA 

In September the PTA hosted ‘The World’s 
Biggest Coffee Morning’ - part of a 

nationwide fundraising scheme to raise 
money for Macmillan. It was a great turnout, 
and lovely to see so many new ‘faces’ 
attend. The PTA Bonfire Bash in November 
was a great family occasion which saw us 
welcome many people from the local area to 
the school for a spectacular fireworks display. 
Thanks again to our hard working PTA for all 
they have done this term.  

VIS IT  TO CERN AND UN

Sixth Form scientists visited the Large Hadron 
Collider at CERN, as well as making a trip 

to the United Nations Headquarters in Geneva, 
Switzerland. The group was fascinated to 
see the service caverns for the CMS detector 
whilst it was in operation and enjoyed a 
demonstration of the exceptional magnetic 
field of the Hadron Collider, pulling a chain of 
metal paperclips towards the three metre thick 
concrete wall standing between them and the 
detector chamber. 

After delving into the world of particle 
Physics, the group toured the United Nations 
Headquarters in Geneva, where a number of 
key conferences were taking place – one on 
the elimination of toxic weapons and a further 
conference on discrimination against women.

Another fantastic educational visit for Walden 
Sixth Form.



WALDEN SCHOOL 
HOSTS QUADRANGULAR 
TOURNAMENT 

Walden School welcomed three other 
schools to our inaugural Hockey and 

Football Quadrangular Tournament. Stoke 
College, Gosfield School and Cambridge 
International School joined us for the afternoon 
competition, which involved U11 and U13 
girls’ hockey and U11 and U13 boys’ football. 

All the teams involved played three games and 
with a focus on having fun and participation, a 
member of each team was presented with a fair 
play award at the conclusion of the tournament. 
A great afternoon of sport at Walden School.

A SUCCESSFUL 
TOURNAMENT FOR U11 
GIRLS ’  FOOTBALL  TEAM

The Family USSP Football event at Herbert’s 
Farm saw Walden Prep girls’ U11 team 

finish top of their group and reach the semi-final 
without losing a match. It was a tense game, 
and with both teams missing opportunities to 
score, the end result came down to penalties 
and the girls were beaten 2-1. They bounced 
backed, however, and in their extra game 
against RAB played brilliantly to win 4-0. A 
great day for the girls!

FOOTBALL  FEST IVAL 

Prep School pupils in Year 3 and 4 took 
part in a Football Festival at Herbert’s 

Farm this term. The event, which was 
organised by the Essex Football Association 
for all local schools, provided coaching 
by FA Qualified coaches as well as fun 
games and a series of small sided matches. 
Congratulations to  Beux Dempsey on 
receiving an award for standing out as a 
future star by the FA coaches!

BRONZE DUKE OF 
EDINBURGH EXPEDIT ION

Thirty one intrepid Year 10 Bronze Duke 
of Edinburgh students embarked on a 

weekend of orienteering and camp-craft skills 
as part of the programme. From ‘basecamp’ 
at Skreens Park they set off in groups to follow 
their planned routes along footpaths, beside 
streams and through woods, each carrying 
all their own food, water and camping 
equipment. Having successfully navigated the 
unfamiliar terrain, each group made it back 
to base to set up camp for the night, sharing 
the tasks of pitching tents and cooking the 
evening meal between them. All pupils have 
made great aptitude for the skills required 
and showed great progress since the earlier 
practise session.

After a night under canvas, they were off 
again and despite a few aching muscles, all 
groups made it to their destination on time and 
successfully completed the weekend. 


