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FRIENDS’ SCHOOL OLD SCHOLARS’ ASSOCIATION

CHRISTMAS NEWSLETTER, DECEMBER 2021
Dear Old Scholar
I remember putting together the newsletter last winter with a similar feeling to the one I have
now: a mixture of trepidation and frustration. Maybe it was naïve but I’d hoped there would
be a linear way out of the pandemic; now it seems to move in grim cycles. On the plus side,
the OS Newsletter is also cyclical, cropping up twice a year. In what is going to be another
difficult period, I hope this newsletter can bring Old Scholars together and provide some joy.
Annual General Meeting 2021 & 2022
We held our first hybrid Annual General Meeting this year in September and it was well
attended online and in person. Old Scholars can read the minutes of the meeting on the
Minutes and Accounts page, but you have to log-in first:
www.oldscholars.com/MinutesandAccounts (email fsswosa@gmail.com if you don’t have
your log-in details). We plan to revert back to a May AGM in 2022 and will continue with the
hybrid set-up – online and in the Saffron Walden Quaker Meeting House.
The School Site
Since Douglas Kent’s (YG 1986) report for the AGM, which is also available in the OSA
AGM Minutes online, there has been not much more to report. The Council have not
approved any planning permission for the site, but the fear is that the longer the interregnum
lasts, the worse condition the building will be in – if it goes beyond a certain state, the
developers may argue that it should be demolished. Douglas continues to monitor the
situation.
Old Scholars’ Accounts
As was mentioned at the AGM it has been difficult to have the accounts audited during the
pandemic, but the accounts will be audited by the next AGM in 2022. Old Scholars can look
at the accounts as and when they are posted on the Old Scholars’ website in the area
mentioned above (after logging on). The headline figures for 2021 were presented at the
AGM and are included in the minutes. These detail that in 2020 the OSA made a surplus –
this is a combination of subscriber donations and income from investments. For exact figures
please see Page 3 of the Minutes from the AGM on the website.
A Response to the Previous Newsletter
Peter Clark (YG 1966) wrote back to the previous newsletter and I asked him to include what
he wrote in this one as I thought it would interest Old Scholars and I also like the idea that,
unlike Ministry in Quaker meetings, people can respond to each other.
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He writes that three of the items in the previous newsletter “related to decisions by Uttlesford
District Council, of which I was a member - the youngest I believe - from 1973 to 1984. The
refusal of planning permission for conversion of the Railway Inn to houses pleased me,
although I have not been there for many years. When the Council was established in 1973
there was a discussion of where we would go to drink after Council (and sometimes
Committee) Meetings. The Conservatives rightly established that those of us not of their
persuasion (I was one of just two Liberals) would not want to go to the Conservative Club, so
we unanimously and very agreeably settled on the Railway. The Council comfortably split
into the drinking and non-drinking parties, the former including Councillors from all parties
and none, as well as a number of the senior and middle-ranking officers. Most of this
happened before I was married and a few of us would then head off to a Chinese Restaurant
in the town.
I read Matthew Robinson's (YG 1962) item with interest as I went to see The Beatles at the
Regal as my brother and I were great fans of theirs. I differ from Matthew in that we could
hear them very well, the screams of the young girls being reserved for Chris Montez. That
was not the case at their Christmas Show in 1964/5 when we could hear nothing.”
Detective Work

Sticking with news from Clarks, Noel (YG 1961), not a
relation to Peter by the way, writes of two postcards
and their authors. Perhaps other OSs can shed
further light on these figures?
“After lunch today [31st July 2021] I rested my feet on
the small oak stool that I made in the Woodwork Shop
when I was 14-16 (I was a Monitor for 5 years) – I
must say the stool has lasted the time and distance
very well indeed – and mentioned to my wife, Lisa,
the circumstances in which I made it. To illustrate my story I dug out my soiled copy of
“Unbroken Community” in which I have a couple of picture postcards that I bought on eBay,
one that classic lovely view of the school from the entrance on Mount Pleasant Road, and
the other an internal view of the said Workshop.
I had not before succeeded in deciphering the date on which the Workshop card was posted
– the stamp is damaged – but today I made out the name of the writer and the name of the
addressee (his mother), who lived at “The Wilderness”, 2 London Road, Bognor, Sussex (so
very British!). The writer was “Godfrey” and he bemoaned being back at school and “getting
up at 6.30 again after 9.30 or 10.0” and noted that he had “restarted cold baths” (again so
very British!).
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A little bit of detective work and it turns out that the
writer was Godfrey Collyer MACE, born 24th May
1910, and the card (dated just “Wednesday
F.S.S.W.”) is post-marked 18th February 1926.
Godfrey became a solicitor and lasted until
25th March 1998. He was Chairman of the Board of
Governors – elected 1974. He was also information
officer for the Land Settlement Association 19351975.
The other card proves more difficult. This time the
postmark is clear – 16th March 1932 – and it’s addressed to “Lady Herbert” at Manor
Cottage, Strethall, Nr. Saffron Walden (said cottage shown below). The writer poses the
question “Can I come over on Monday for dinner, tea? Exams finish Monday morning.”
Probably failed English – “Can I…?” indeed! It finishes “Best love.” I think the writer may
have been “Karen” but it’s not the best writing in the world. I’ll leave it for another day.
I have no idea who Lady Herbert might have been. For some reason images come to me of
a 20C Miss Havisham.”
I’ve had a quick look on the
database but have found nothing –
unfortunately no Karens in 1932,
but our records are incomplete from
around that time. Godfrey Collyer
Mace is also not on there. It would
be great to get some more
information about both of these
people!

Further to this, we have also been contacted by
Imperial War Museum project War Memorials Register.
The project is about documenting war memorials and
creating a free, accessible register. Whilst we were able
to help with images and information about the First
World War memorial (pictured below), we wanted to
see if any Old Scholars have any images of the Second
World War memorial. The second memorial was the
clock in the Assembly Hall – if anyone has any photos
of it or can remember the exact wording on the clock,
please email them to me: fsswosa@gmail.com
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News from Old Scholars
We begin with some genuinely
uplifting and happy news from
Myrtle Wyatt (YG 1957). She
asks us to “please share our
happiness and joy” that she,
Myrtle Wyatt, who was at
Friends’ School from 1949-56,
& her husband Alan Trubody
celebrated their marriage in
Wells, Somerset on
13/11/2021. It was both
Myrtle’s birthday and they
were “celebrating twenty years
of 'togetherness.' – a first for
both of us! It was a beautiful
day, the sun shone and the
world smiled on us!” She
wishes everyone a Happy
Christmas as well!

www.oldscholars.com

Myrtle Wyatt and Alan Trubody celebrating

Duncan Wood (YG 1952)
writes: “I was at FSSW from 1946-1952, and some will remember coming to my father's farm
for overnight "bird listening" for fieldfares and redwings. After exams, I was asked by Jenny
Ellinor to sort out the old archives and then (horror of horrors) to have lunch with her in the
Staffroom on the last day of term! I became a Biomedical Scientist and worked at the Royal
London and then at the London Clinic. At the latter we were put on standby for a possible
assassination attempt on General de Gaulle when he was over on a state visit. As I was in
charge of Haematology and blood transfusion, I had to demonstrate that we could produce 2
pints of O Negative blood within 2 minutes at any time of day or night.
I'm now in Lyme Regis (my wife died in 2018 after 63 years of marriage) and as a retiree of
nearly 88, I've nothing to do - except that I'm responsible for overseeing the repairs and
updating of our Baptist Church which dates from around 1765, having been founded in 1653
- the first minister was hung, drawn and quartered because of his involvement in the
Monmouth rebellion! Ah well, keeps me out of mischief. As a Minister friend said to me,
Christians don't retire, they get re-tyred! Greetings to any who remember me!”
I’m presuming from Duncan’s text that Jenny Ellinor was a particularly frightening teacher…
perhaps some other OSs remember her? I am reliably informed by Noel Clark that she was
Head Mistress from 1944 until her retirement in 1964.
Duncan will have just missed David Powell (YG 1944) who throws caution to the wind and
sent me this joyous piece of news: “I may not being doing this correctly but WTF! I’m trying a
new power wheelchair and learning how to operate it!”
I don’t think there is a right or wrong way to contribute to the newsletter, and I’m sure I’m
speaking for everyone when I wish David the best with his new wheelchair.
As Duncan was in his final year at Friends’, Toby Allen was joining (YG 1960, at Friends
School 1952 to 1958). He is living in Hawaii now (and has provided his address: 7312
Kauhako St, Honolulu, Hawaii, 96825). He says he was “remembering my school days which
were still the happiest days of my life thanks to great friends and a wonderful atmosphere. I
went on to College in London and became Vice President of two major hotel companies in
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America. My success in the hospitality industry will always be credited to the wonderful
Saffron Walden days. Thank you my school friends and have a great safe and happy holiday
season.”
Professor Pradip Malde (YG 1976) writes with news of new publications: “My news, while not
directly related to FSSWOSA, owes much to my two years there for 6th Form (1974-76).” His
biography on the Routledge website reads as follows: Pradip Malde graduated from the
Glasgow School of Art (MA, 1980). He is a professor of Art at the University of the South,
Sewanee, Tennessee, teaching photography and documentary studies. A Scottish Arts
Council Bursary recipient (1990) and a Guggenheim Fellow (2018), he has worked
extensively within small rural communities using photography as a citizen-based
development tool. His works are held in numerous public collections, including the Scottish
National Galleries, Princeton University Museum, and the Victoria and Albert Museum.
The three publications which are: “From Where Loss Comes” Hardback edition, or a special
edition with a signed platinum-palladium print Available from Charcoal Press, March, 2022.
“From Where Loss Comes” is a book with photographs and text (English and Swahili) about
community based violence that results in practices such as female genital mutilation and
cutting. "Surveying the Anthropocene: Environment and Photography Now" Edited by
Patricia Macdonald, Edinburgh University Press, March, 2022. “Platinotype: Making
Photographs in Platinum and Palladium with the Contemporary Printing-out Process"
Available now, from Routledge, and others.
Pradip also writes that he hopes to catch up via Zoom with his dear friends Katie Moncheur
de Rieudotte (YG 1976, née Edgley), from whom we heard last December – if you
remember rightly, who lives in Belgium and wrote of her fear and then hope during the
pandemic – and Suzy Barnard (YG 1976), who is “also an artist and doing amazing work”
(her work can be found here). Friends’ always did have an impressive and inspirational art
department!
Ron Daniel (YG 1981) writes that he returned to East London in 2016 after a three and a half
year work assignment in Trinidad and Tobago, close to his roots in St. Lucia. A new contract
may soon take him to live in Suriname, South America, with a new language to learn
(Dutch). Ron
continues to
work as a
geologist in the
oil and gas
industry, with a
growing interest
in geothermal
energy and data
science. He is
also involved in
an initiative
(TIDE) to raise
money to fund
disadvantaged
students
through
university to
study energy
transition
sciences.
Wook Hamilton & Ron Daniel, 2019.
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Ron continues, as he did at school, to play several sports, although dodgy knees limited
frequency and intensity. He says that it was sad to see the defunct school grounds but a
pleasure to meet with schoolmates and teachers, during his most recent visit to the area, a
reunion organised by Lucy Jensen (YG 1981, née Mason) at Duxford in 2019. He is in touch
with some classmates, including Lucy Henderson, Alan Goodwin and Mat Lingard (all YG
1981). Ron has provided the following pictures of the school which are from that 2019 visit.

Three photos of Friends' School Saffron Walden, 2019. It is worth contrasting this picture of the avenue with the photo
Martin Hugall has provided from the 20s on Page 10.

Planned Reunions
Some more positive news is that the
1972 Year Group are planning a
reunion in 2022. Richard Myatt (YG
1972) alerted me to this good bit of
news and I believe it is being
organised by Cathy Rushforth (née
Pleydell, YG 1972) and Celia Wallis
(née Nickalls, YG 1972). They will be
meeting in Great Hucklow,
Derbyshire, 16th-18th October 2022. If
anyone knows of any future reunions
or has images of recent ones, please
do get in touch.
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Delving into the Archives…
Andy Nicholson (YG 1968) has sent the following picture of the dining hall in action! He
writes: “Not sure whether it was published or where it originated from, but reckon it was from
the early 60s because I can see myself and a few other familiar faces! This was among
many photos given to my father, Kenneth Nicholson, who was Headmaster on his retirement
in 1968. The dining area was an amazingly high-ceilinged room and I remember for some
curious reason we were served butter in small pats, as they were known. This was far too
tempting for some, who were able to launch them skywards using a springy knife from the
array of cutlery. The pats then stuck to the ceiling only to come down when warmer weather
occurred! Kind regards to all for the season.”
Flicking butter onto the ceiling is a tradition which I don’t remember from my time – I wonder
if any Old Scholars from other periods remember doing this? I do remember Martin Hugall
(Vice Chair of the OSA, Staff 1972-2009) giving a great assembly on good and bad traditions
at Friends… the message being there are some traditions that should be carried on and
some which shouldn’t, specifically the tradition of banging on the tables and cheering when
someone dropped their dinner tray…

Dining Hall in the 60s – see the next photo for an even older image of the dining hall in action.
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Speaking of Martin Hugall, he has sent across some photos from the archives. He writes: “I
scanned the photos before the archives went to the Essex Record Office. There are 24 of
them in total in an album presented by the staff to James Crosfield in 1922. I think Crosfield
was probably Clerk to the Governors then (and Crosfield block was named after him.)”
We are planning to put a batch of archive photos into each new newsletter.

Martin Hugall: "Dining Hall in 1922 – with gallery intact and clock in original position but still familiar to many OS."
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Martin: "Rear of school on boys side in 1922 - note science labs had not been built "

Martin: "1922 classroom in main building but where? No classroom block at boys end
built yet. Mixed lessons had started in 1910."
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Martin: “Avenue – presumably on a Sunday when boys and girls could meet
socially on the Avenue and walk down it together and kick the kicking stone.”

It is worth inviting Old Scholars to contrast this photo of the Avenue with Ron Daniel’s of
2019 on Page 6.
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Obituaries
We are sad to announced the following deaths since our last newsletter: Jenny See (Staff);
Elizabeth Earle (née Rice, YG 1952); Oliver Alan Hughes (YG 1945); Denby Allen (Staff
1963-1991); John Gillett (Staff 1960-76); Francis Whittington (Staff 1968-1994); Fulvio
Cassuto (YG 1948), Robert Dunstan (YG 1955) and Alan Sillitoe (YG 1955).
Jenny See was an English teacher at the school – we usually try to get a fuller account of
people’s lives, so if anyone has some further information about Jenny See, please do get in
touch. You can find fuller obituaries on the Old Scholars website here.
Elizabeth Earle (née Rice) died on 26th June 2021 in Canada.
Elizabeth attended the school between 1943 and 1952 with her
sister Janet Higgs (née Rice, YG 1954). In 1941 during the
Second World War, her mother died and her father was drafted
into the army, so Elizabeth and Janet went to board at Friends'
School. After Friends’ she married Michael in 1962 and lived a
life full of travelling, eventually settling in Canada. Elizabeth
was an avid gardener, bird watcher and member of the KW
Field Naturalists Society and of the Wellesley Horticultural
Society. She was a member of the Goderich Yacht Club for
over thirty years. She founded the 1st St. Clements Scouts and
served Scouting for 16 years. She became a volunteer librarian
Elizabeth Earle (née Rice)
and was awarded the 2010 Ontario Volunteer Service Award
for 10 Years of service with seven years at Wellesley Branch. She will be sadly missed by
her husband, Michael, and her two sons, Adrian and Simon, as well as her sister Janet.
Michael wrote to the Old Scholars' Association and said that she enjoyed her years at
Friends' School where she made several long-lasting friendships. He sends sincere best
wishes to all those Friends' School friends who remain with us.
Oliver Alan Hughes, known as Ollie to his family but by his
preferred name of Alan by his friends and neighbours, died
peacefully on the 1st August 2021 at the age of 94. Richard
Hughes (YG 1975), his nephew, wrote to the Old Scholars
with an account of his life, from which I've taken extracts
here. Alan came to Friends' School in the autumn of 1938
and remained a pupil through the War years. He treasured
his time at the school, and came back for Old Scholars
events regularly, attending the OSA reunion held at the
School in 2016. At Friends' School, under the guidance of
music teachers Noreen Wright and later Stanley Thorne,
Oliver Alan Hughes
Alan learnt the violin and played in the school orchestra
which set him up for a life-long love of music. In 1979 he formed his own company Alan
Hughes Distributors with his new wife Gwen as co-director, marketing small-tools in the
West Midlands where he lived ever since. Alan retired in 2000 having sold-up his business,
but suffered a near fatal heart attack in the same year. This event re-focused him on his
well-being and he began walking... he was still walking up to 25 miles a day right up until
suffering a nasty fall in 2016 which required surgery to both knees. Special thanks to former
FSSW OSA Secretary, Steffanie Godfrey who was very kind to Alan in recent years and who
took a keen interest in his former time at FSSW.

11

23rd December 2021

www.oldscholars.com

Denby Allen, former Biology teacher at Friends’, passed away on
Friday 8th October 2021 aged 87 years. The funeral was private
and we send our condolences to his wife Carolyn and their 5 sons
who all went to Friends’ namely: Julian (YG 1978), Nicholas (YG
1980), Paddy (YG 1982), Adrian (YG 1983) and Jeremy (YG
1986). Martin Hugall has written an account of Denby's time at
Friends' on the website, which I am quote from now. Martin
recalls: "Joining the staff at FSSW as a young and inexperienced
Biology teacher in 1972 I could not have hoped for a better
mentor and role model than Denby. He taught me all I needed to
know about Biology teaching. One thing I picked up very quickly
was to mark work in pencil – not as harsh as red biro. He was
kind and gentle and with a great intellect that was particularly
apparent in his sixth form teaching and in the way in which he
Denby Allen
created a new school timetable each year without the aid of a
computer programme. Denby had many strings to his bow especially his love of farming and
he devoted an amazing amount of time to running his Young Farmers Club. Others will also
remember various school trips in particular, and with great fondness, the annual work camp
Denby organised to La Coûme – a small experimental school with a Quaker background,
high up in the mountains of the French Pyrenees, which I am sure proved to be a coming of
age experience for many sixth formers.”
Old Scholars will be saddened to hear the news of the death of
John Gillett. John died on 8th November at the age of 89
peacefully at home after a short illness. John taught at Friends'
School from 1960-1976 and was both Friends' and Gibson
House Boys' House Master, as well as Head of English. He was
a keen Scout as well and Old Scholars will remember walking
the Penine way with John.
Judith Gillett (née Craske, YG 1975) writes: “we will have a book
in which stories and memories and photos of/ about John can be
put, or you can send an email to me and I will put it in!" If you
would like to do so, please email: davidjohngillett@gmail.com On
2nd May 2022, on what would have been his ninetieth birthday,
an oak tree will be planted. The site and time are to be agreed
John Gillett
still. John loved trees and Judith is going to grow some acorns
from the village medieval oak in preparation. She requests that you ask her if you would like
to join this.
Francis Whittington died after a brief illness in Inverness Hospital on the 19th November
2021. Francis was the mainstay of the Chemistry department at Friends’ for 26 years. He
was a most kind and gentle teacher - steeped in Quaker values. Former colleagues and
pupils who were taught by him or went on trips to Germany with him will have fond memories
of him. Since retirement Francis had been living on the West coast of Scotland. Our thoughts
at this sad time are very much with his wife Janet and his two daughters Helen (YG 1985)
and Rachel (YG 1987).
This is an extract from Mike Hibbs (YG 1972) of the Liberal Democrats in Saffron Walden to
their members: "Francis Whittington was for many years a very active member of the Liberal
Democrats, and was elected to Saffron Walden Town Council in 1991. He was Mayor of
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Saffron Walden in 1997/98, a role he fulfilled with gravitas and
enthusiasm. As a member of the Society of Friends he broke with
tradition at his Mayor Making by holding a Meeting for Worship in
the Quaker Meeting House (and not St Mary's Church), where all
Councillors were requested to leave their robes and chains of
office in the cloakroom.
Francis taught Chemistry at Friends' School where his nickname
was Professor Calculus - after the character in the Tintin books.
He taught me when I was a pupil, and was still teaching there
many years later when my step-daughter was doing her GCSEs.
He was one of the kindest, most caring, and supportive teachers I
have ever known."

Francis Whittington

We have also very recently heard of the deaths of Fulvio Cassuto, Robert Dunstan and Alan
Sillitoe. I haven’t yet been able to write an obituary for Robert Dunstan, so will include this in
the next newsletter.
Fulvio Cassuto passed away in South Africa on 29
November 2021 at the age of 91. His wife, Roslyn, wrote:
“Fulvio and I were together for the last 26 years of his life.
He was a kind, generous and loving man. He always spoke
fondly of his years at Saffron Walden and particularly his
best friend from school days Donn (YG 1949) and Pat Webb
(YG 1954), also John Plank (YG 1946) and many others.”
Fulvio wrote an article in "The School on the Hill", the full
version of which can be found here. He wrote: “I arrived in
England in September 1939 from Trieste in Italy together
with my mother, one brother and sister. My father was
already in London working for the Italian service of the BBC.
He had to leave Italy in a hurry because he was of Jewish
extraction and an anti-fascist journalist. I could not speak a
Fulvio Cassuto
word of English. In 1941, at the time of the heavy bombing
of London, my parents wanted to put me in a school outside the danger area and the
Friends’ School in Saffron Walden was chosen because a colleague of my father had his
son, Anthony Marus (YG 1944), already there. Another colleague was prepared to put his
son, John Plank, in the same school. And so the two of us went there to join Marus. We
were all Catholic and, as Italians, we were considered by many as foreigners from a country
that was a fascist regime. We managed to survive the initial ‘rejection’ and were eventually
accepted as loyal brothers and supporters to the allied cause. We were not brilliant scholars
but we all became popular, particularly in sporting activities. Marus was a good swimmer and
John Plank and myself were in the first team for both cricket and soccer.”
If you no longer wish to be contacted by us, please email fsswosa@gmail.com.
Wishing everyone an enjoyable and safe festive period!
In Friendship,
Roland Fischer-Vousden (YG 2010), Secretary to the Old Scholars’ Association
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